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Welcome to the
summer edition of
Between Friends.
In these difficult
times of social
distancing, we hope
you have been finding
solace in the natural
world, and, if you're a
close neighbour, that
the Reserve has been
a source of peace and
tranquility for your
daily exercise.
If you haven't
managed to visit,
we hope you enjoy
reading about your
local nature reserve
and take comfort in
the work we are all
doing to help protect
it – including you, by
continuing to support
the Friends as a
member. Thank you.
If you have
any comments
or feedback,
please email us at
friendsofpaxtonpits
@hotmail.com

The Virus and The Fire

I would much rather be writing
about The Cuckoo and The
Nightingale, but the COVID virus
and the Kingfisher Hide fire have
had a major impact on us.
As I write, lockdown is slowly
easing and lots of people are
taking advantage of this and
visiting the Reserve. On many
days, the car park is overflowing
well up the road. This is good
in the sense that people are
appreciating the Reserve but
frustrating in that the Visitor
Centre is closed, and we are
losing valuable income. We
are hoping that restrictions
will continue to be eased and
are looking at the possibility
of setting up a refreshments
take-away service from the VC
sometime during the summer.
Some of you will already be
aware that we lost the Kingfisher
Hide to a fire on Friday 24th
April. The fire brigade was called
just after 8.00pm and arrived
very quickly and managed to
save the surrounding trees and
the boardwalk but such was
the speed of the fire, the hide
couldn’t be saved.
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Following the fire, we received
lots of support on social media
with many people wanting to
make donations to fund the
rebuild. In response to this we
set up a JustGiving appeal to
help people contribute. We are
fortunate that two local families
also set up JustGiving appeals on
our behalf, for which we are very
grateful.
Between these appeals, and
some direct donations, we now
have over £10k towards the
rebuild costs (thank you!) but if
you would still like to contribute
please send a cheque made out
to FPPNR to: FPPNR, Paxton Pits
Nature Reserve, High Street, Little
Paxton, St Neots, PE19 6ET.
Alternatively use BACS to
transfer to The Friends of Paxton
Pits Nature Reserve, sort code
40-40-10, account number
91179004, ref KFHFire.
By the way, we’ve had masses
of cuckoo this year and an
increased number of nightingale,
although these are mainly in the
quarry area. 
MT

Wildlife Annual Report

The new annual report for the
2019 season is now available
on the website. This report
pulls together all of the bird
records from the Paxton Pits
complex over the last year,
including bird ringing, as well
as other sightings including
our popular dragons and
damsels, butterflies, moths,
fungi, and much more – all
gathered by volunteers. If
you're interested in the wildlife
of our beautiful Reserve, it's
well worth a read!
MT

Our star birds

Nightingales have always
been associated with the
Reserve, and the loss of
the bird from its stronghold
around Kingfisher hide was a
disappointment to everyone
who used to listen out for
it. We have also had lower
numbers than usual in recent
years, reflecting nationwide
trends.

On a more positive note,
though, this year nightingales
have started singing in a new
area north of Pumphouse
Pit East, with six territories
last year and ten or more
this year. There are at least
three other regular singing
birds at the south end as
well, so, providing 2020 is a
good breeding season – and
with our ongoing work on
the Reserve to improve the
habitats for these birds that
like a dense shrubby area to
nest close to the ground – the
future looks more promising.
NP

social distancing would not
have been possible. Most
frustratingly, the window for
relaunching the rafts in time for
the birds to nest is very narrow,
and we will now have to wait
until Spring 2021 before the
rafts reappear for the birds to
use.
We are pleased, however,
that the new kingfisher nesting
tunnels at Cobham Hide
(below) are in place. We hope
that these will be used by
our beautiful kingfishers this
summer. 
MR

Terns and Kingfishers

This spring, pre-coronavirus,
the tern rafts that usually float
on Heronry South Lake were
brought to shore for their
annual clean and overhaul.
Unfortunately, they could
not be relaunched before the
lockdown regulations came
into force, as deploying them
takes a group of people and

Kingfisher Lottery Club
Join for your chance to win!
A lottery number/share
costs £12.00 per year and
your number(s) are entered
into four draws.
How to join or renew:
Fill in a form from
the Lottery Promoter
on 01767 690093 or
kingfisherlottery@yahoo.
com or from our website:
paxton-pits.org.uk

Congratulations to our
latest winners.
March 2020 Results
£100
£100
£100
£100
£100
£50
£50
£25
£25
£650

PAGE
HOUGHTON
JAMES
SPRECKLEY
PUTTICK
GILES
BLAND
SMITH
LEE
TOTAL

67
369
96
329
113
33
223
199
270
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DRAGONS AND DAMSELS

By Mike Thomas

HELPING OUR HEDGEHOGS

By Laura Bower, PTES

S

omething that Paxton Pits does well are
dragonflies and damselflies. Indeed,
we are about to be designated a Dragonfly
Hotspot by the British Dragonfly Society,
quite an honour!
Come early spring everyone is on the
lookout for the first damsel and dragon
(D&D) of the season, normally the banded
demoiselle and hairy (hawker) dragonfly
in our case. As the season progresses more
species emerge, and you can usually spot
some well into autumn. We’ve recorded 26
species over the years, although we don’t
get them all every year.
So, having recorded your D&Ds over the
season, which are your favourites? Do you
go for the more unusual, your favourite
colours, a particular species when the sun
just caught it right or sheer numbers flying
around you on a nice warm day? Tricky!

For more information and guides to
lots of species, take a look at the BDS
website: british-dragonflies.org.uk

ou are probably already aware that our
beloved prickly friend has undergone
a serious decline over the last 20 years. In
the last decade alone, we have lost over a
half of rural hedgehogs and a
third from towns and cities.
Hedgehogs travel around one
mile every night through our
parks and gardens in their quest
to find enough food and a mate.
So the most important thing
you can do for hedgehogs is to
link your garden with others by
making a hole in your fences,
walls or under gates. A small hole of only
13cm square is enough and will be too
small for most pets.
Making sure your garden has a variety
of plants with some wild corners, maybe
a log or leaf pile, or even a pond, can
also help. The only thing to bear in
mind when creating a pond is to have
shallow edges or an escape route in case a
hedgehog or other animal should fall in. A
hedgehog's main diet consists of beetles,
worms, caterpillars and the occasional
slug, so anything that attracts or hosts
invertebrates will benefit hedgehogs too.
You can provide supplementary food

and water in a shallow dish, especially
during dry or cool periods of the year.
Special hedgehog food is available, but
you can put out dry or wet dog food as
an alternative. During the
run up to hibernation and
just as hedgehogs emerge in
the spring are particularly
important times.
To ensure the food you put
out is eaten by hedgehogs and
not foxes or cats, you may
want to build a simple feeding
station: an upturned plastic
box, with a small opening to exclude bigger
animals and a weight on top.
If you see a local hedgehog, please let us
know at paxtonpits@huntingdonshire.gov.
uk. You can also add them to the map at
www.bighedgehogmap.org.

More hedgehog info
Visit www.hedgehogstreet.org for
more information on how to make a
feeding station and other ways to help.
With thanks to the People's Trust for
Endangered Species (PTES).
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HEDGEHOG: NEIL ALEXANDER MCKEE, CC BY-NC 2.0; HEDGEHOG HOLE: SEAN HILL, PTES
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British Dragonfly Society

Y

ALL DRAGON AND DAMSEL IMAGES TAKEN BY GRAHAM TAPLIN AT PAXTON PITS

We asked our wildlife survey team to
pick their favourites. Needless to say, there
was a good spread of opinion. In first spot,
not surprisingly, is the Norfolk hawker,
or green-eyed hawker (above). The
identification of this species on Hayling
Lake by Steve Brooks, joint editor of the
D&D field guide, was the first outside
Norfolk and caused quite a stir. A good
place to see these is the patches of bramble
at the south end of Rudd Lake.

In second place was the banded
demoiselle. Most people see the male
with the flashing blue wing pigment but
when the sunlight catches the iridescent
metallic green of the female (above), it is
something to wonder at. The best place to
find these is in the vegetation by the river.
Third place was strongly contested with
the scarce, broad-bodied and four-spotted
chasers all in the race, along with the redeyed damselfly, the hairy and the swarms
of common/azure/variable damselflies
you walk through along the Meadow Trail.
In the end it came down to author’s choice,
so third place goes to the four-spotted
chaser (below) because it is an early
species and easy to identify thanks to the
dark spots on its wings!

WILDLIFE SURVEYS AT PAXTON PITS By Martin Runchman

RANGER UPDATE

By Matt Hall

W

T

Mallards are just one species we
keep track of with our surveys

as they were non-essential activities that
required people to leave their houses
outside of their daily exercise, and we will
continue to monitor this situation in line
with government guidelines. Needless to
say, this will affect our ability to gather
and compare information about our
wildlife - and this reflects a national issue.
Our surveys are of local interest, of
course, and also form part of the big
picture of how various species fare over
time. Changes in the environment such
as those caused by the climate crisis or
habitat destruction or creation affect the
abundance and distribution of wildlife.
This in turn has potential consequences
for our “one world”, including us.
However, we remain positive that
while there are amazing challenges and
worrying times we will recover and
appreciate like never before how vital our
natural environment is for our wellbeing.

Annual Wildlife Report

Read our annual report gathering
together all the sightings and surveys
from Paxton Pits on our website at
paxton-pits.org.uk

he last couple of months have been
strange, to say the least. Sadly, we
sent our volunteers home on Tuesday
17th March and they haven’t been on
site since. Social distancing has put
a tremendous strain on our ability to
carry on our work on site as we had
been. We’ve had to put off several large
projects, including the construction of
three new hides in the northern end of
the Reserve, until later in the year.
We’ve had to restrict what we’re doing to
essential health and safety work, such as
site checks and other jobs that just have to
be done. One of these jobs was the annual
sowing of seed on our arable fields. After
such a long and wet winter, the sun came
out just in time and we went from being
wading round in 6" of mud to nice dry
ground in a matter of days. This meant
that we still managed to get all the ground
turned over and the spring cereal drilled,
in what could be record time. It then
rained shortly after which gave the seed a
good head start.
If you are on the Reserve for your
exercise you will see Peter’s field coming
up. This will produce a good crop of seed to
feed birds and mammals over the winter.
Any bare patches were sown with our
normal wild bird seed mixture; similar to
the mix you’d put in your feeders at home.
Ranger Paul has spent a lot of the last
few weeks on the ride-on mower keeping

the grass short. Again, we’ve had ideal
weather for grass growth so it’s been like
painting the Forth Road Bridge for him,
but it’s worth the effort. It’s keeping the
Reserve tidy throughout the lockdown
so it will be in great shape by the time we
return to normal.
Elsewhere, Kirsty and Robyn have been
transferred to HDC’s customer service
team. Calls to our call centre have gone
through the roof, and they have been a
valuable part of providing help to the most
vulnerable. It has put the strain on us even
more as our staffing level is reduced yet
further, but we are all in regular touch
with each other and I know they can’t wait
to return to the Reserve soon.
HDC has, in general, been working as
normal throughout the COVID-19 crisis
but it has brought about some different
ways of working. I’ve been spending a lot
of time working from home which has
provided me with a good amount of time
to really get to grips with some of the
bigger, paper-based projects that I need
to work on. The northern extension to
the site is looming ever closer and I have
been working on all sorts of aspects of
this from interpretation to mapping out
all our paths and infrastructure. Being
stuck at my laptop a bit more is a bit of
a silver lining for me as I’m usually very
good at finding an excuse to get out on
site as much as possible!
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Seedlings appearing at Peter's Field

MALLARD: PETER HAGGER

ildlife surveys, where particular
species of animals and plants are
counted and recorded to help understand
how nature is faring, have taken place at
Paxton Pits Nature Reserve for a number
of years - longer than it has existed as
a nature reserve in fact. Following the
formation of the Friends of Paxton Pits
Nature Reserve (FPPNR) 25 years ago,
partnerships have developed with other
local, county and national organisations
committed to safeguarding wildlife. Our
surveys covering various fauna and flora
continue throughout the year and are
increasing our knowledge of the diversity
of wildlife on the reserve.
One such survey is in partnership
with the British Trust for Ornithology
(BTO). The Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS)
monitors non-breeding water birds such
as swans, ducks and grebes. The first
survey at Paxton Pits was carried out on
the 18th September 1960 and included
counts of 5 species, one of which was 306
mallard. We have continued the WeBS
survey ever since.
Our wildlife surveys are carried out by
keen and enthusiastic volunteers, and
we are very grateful for their continued
help. The 2019/20 survey season started
well in September followed by further
monthly surveys. In March 2020 however
the survey had to be cancelled following
the arrival of storm Ciara - not the first
time bad weather has caused survey
cancellations. Notably, “The Beast from
the East” and storm Emma in 2018 were
particularly prohibitive, and caused gaps
in our data gathering.
The new COVID-19 crisis is the latest
challenge we face. Our surveys have all
been cancelled since the lockdown began,

SUMMER 2020 at Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
For the safety of all our events'
volunteers and attendees, all of our
events until the end of 2020 have
been cancelled.
Please keep an eye on the website
for more information as it becomes
available.

STAY SAFE

COVID-19 Guidelines for Visitors
If you are still able to enjoy the Reserve
as part of your outdoor exercise, please
remember that you should
be following the social distancing
guidelines on site:
Always keep 2 metres apart
from other visitors

Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC)
is reviewing its decisions on a daily basis,
in line with decisions from Government
and the NHS. Until we can open the
Reserve fully again, please stay safe and
look after one another.
For more information from HDC visit
huntingdonshire.gov.uk

The Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is managed by Huntingdonshire
District Council with support from the Friends of Paxton Pits
Nature Reserve.
Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a charity registered
in England & Wales, No. 1125221, and is funded entirely by
members and fundraising activities.
Thank you for your support.

www.paxton-pits.org.uk 	

Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
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Stay out of the hides at all times, as you
cannot maintain the social distances
required

