The Birds & Wildlife of Paxton Pits,
Little Paxton Village and
Surrounding Areas

2018

Produced by the
Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve

NOTES

Acknowledgements
Special thanks to
Mike Thomas,
Roger Lloyd, Jim Stevenson, Adrian Hyde,
Neal Parkin, Grainne Farrington and Annette Hemming-Allen.
Acknowledgement for the contributions from
Neal Parkin author of the bird report,
Roger Lloyd author of the invertebrates, fungi and ﬂora reports,
Jim Stevenson author of mammals and amphibians reports
Annette Hemming-Allen co-author of mammals and author of bats
Derek Gruar author of the Ringing Report 2018
Adrian Hyde for producing the annual report ready for publishing.
Thank you to
Martin Runchman and Samantha Knight for organising the WeBS counts, Roger Lloyd for
arranging the Paxton Breeding Bird Surveys (PBBS), Den Yaxley for his help in completing
some of the missing PBBS data years, Derek Gruar and Mo Reeves for arranging site bird ringing,
Steve and Janet Prior for maintaining the nest boxes
and Trevor Coughlan for arranging Sunday working parties.
Final thank you to
All the volunteers and groups involved in providing information and helping on the Reserve.
Below is a list of individuals and groups who have helped to enable the publication of the report.
Apologies to anyone we have missed. We appreciate all the help you gave us in 2018
and look forward to your support in 2019.
Further acknowledgements to Paxton recording groups
Mick Parﬁtt on dragonﬂies and damselﬂies, Peter Walker on fungi,
Jim Stevenson & Grainne Farrington trees and shrubs
and everyone involved in the Paxton Wildlife Monitoring group.
Additional information for the invertebrates, fungi and ﬂora reports was provided by
Graham Taplin, Eddie Sutcliﬀe, Ann Thomas and Jim Stevenson who also provided the photos to
accompany the texts, and “Steve Ball Photography” for the cover photograph,
J McDonough for the map and David Hyde for the oak illustration.
Paxton regular reported sightings
Jamie Wells (JW), Martin Davies (MD), Ian Dawson (IKD), Neal Parkin (NP), Trevor Gunton (TG), Gary
Rawlings (GR) and everyone who reported their sightings through the Visitor Centre log book.
Paxton Breeding Bird Survey volunteers (PBBS)
Adrian Hyde, Alan Coles, Alan Owers, Ann Miles, Ann Scott, Ann Thomas, Anne Hysted, Chris Ward,
David Bale, David Hoccom, David Hyde, David McArthur, David Milne, Den Yaxley, Diane James,
Grainne Farrington, Hilary Lester, Ian Crosby, Jamie Wells, Jane Coulter, Jim Stevenson, John Coulter,
Judith Rumgay, Lynette Hutchings, Martin Davies, Martin Runchman, Martin Shadbolt, Mary Dominey,
Mike Thomas, Mo Reeves, Neal Parkin, Rex Beckett, Roger Lloyd, Ron Hancock, Sarahjane Williams,
Simon Carter, Simon Marsh, Simon Morley, Steven May, Trevor Coughlan and Vivenne Ward.
Paxton Wetland Bird Survey volunteers (WeBS)
Ann Thomas, Annette Shannon, Chris Ward, David MacArthur, Roger Lloyd, Kathy Hall,
Mark Hill, Martin Runchman, Mary Dominey, Mike Thomas, Neal Parkin,
Rex Beckett, Samantha Knight, Vivenne Ward.

The Birds and Wildlife of Paxton Pits,
Little Paxton Village
and Surrounding Area

2018
PUBLISHING EDITOR

Adrian Hyde (AH)
SUB EDITORS

Mike Thomas (MT) : Roger Lloyd (RL) : Jim Stevenson (JS) : Neal Parkin (NP)
Special thanks to
Grainne Farrington (GF)

CONTENTS
LOCATION MAP 2018. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
ABOUT PAXTON PITS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
THE BIRDING YEAR... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

PAGE ... ... 1
PAGE ... ... 2
PAGE ... ... 3

BIRDS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE

WILDFOWL
GAMEBIRDS
DIVERS & GREBES
HERONS
RAPTORS
RAILS & WADERS
GULLS & TERNS
PIGEONS & OWLS
WOODPECKERS
LARKS & MARTINS
PIPITS & WAGTAILS
CHATS & THRUSHES
WARBLERS
FLYCATCHERS & TITS
CROWS
SPARROWS, FINCHES & BUNTINGS
BIRD RINGING REPORT
MAMMALS... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .
AMPHIBIANS... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
REPTILES... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ..
BUTTERFLIES. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
MOTHS. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES. ... ... ... ... ... ...
OTHER INVERTEBRATES. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
FUNGI... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
PLANTS ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
TREES & SHRUBS. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

4
6
6
9
10
11
15
17
18
18
18
22
23
26
28
29
31
36
38
38
39
43
46
48
51
52
54

PUBLISHED BY THE FRIENDS OF PAXTON PITS NATURE RESERVE

Cover Photograph: STEVE BALL PHOTOGRAPHY

Paxton Pits, Little Paxton Village and Surrounding Area, Year 2018

2018 MAP
PAGE 1

About Paxton Pits
Paxton Pits is a complex of former and current gravel
workings in the Ouse Valley, adjacent to the A1 trunk road in
southwest Cambridgeshire.
The ﬂooded pits are an important refuge for wildfowl in
winter. The scrub surrounding the lakes, a rare habitat
locally, is valuable for breeding songbirds.
The Reserve is a designated Site of Special Scientiﬁc
Interest (SSSI) for its invertebrate and wildfowl
assemblages.
Mike Thomas

The southern pits are owned/leased and managed by Chairman FPPNR
Huntingdonshire District Council and form a designated
Local Nature Reserve, with a car park on the eastern side of Little Paxton Village.
The northern pits are part of a working quarry managed by Aggregate Industries and there is
currently no public access to this land although this is expected to change soon when parts of
the quarry come into the nature reserve. Paxton Pits has a Visitor Centre for information,
refreshments and a friendly welcome.
There are 6 miles of nature trails leading to a much larger network of footpaths and the Ouse
Valley Way.
Our Meadow and Heron Trails have all ability access surfaces. There is a rich mosaic of
wildlife habitats including lakes, riverside meadows, reed beds, scrub and woodland. We
support over 160 species of birds each year and are a top site for nightingales which sing from
mid-April to mid-June.
Our traditionally managed ﬂower-rich meadows include Yellow Rattle, Common Spotted and
Bee orchids. The management of the Nature Reserve is supported by the Friends of Paxton
Pits Nature Reserve. The Friends are a membership based charity and your support would be
much appreciated.
Please pick up a membership form at the Visitor Centre or email us at

friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com
If you would like to help on the Reserve please contact us.
To help in the Visitor Centre or with practical work on Tuesdays and Wednesdays please
contact the Rangers 01480 406795 or

Paxton.Pits@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
To help with events, practical conservation work on Thursdays and Sundays
or the wildlife survey team please contact

friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com
If you have a skill that you think would help the Reserve please contact

friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com
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THE BIRDING YEAR
The Paxton Pits complex is often referred to as the
Pits, the expression the Reserve only means the
designated Reserve which is split into three distinct
areas:
a.
b.
c.

Nature Reserve covering the southern pits with
the Heronry lakes being the largest.
Recreational pits covering A1 pits and Sailing
lake.
Northern pits including Island, Diddington, Farm
and the two Pumphouse pits.

The Paxton Breeding Bird Surveys (PBBS) and
Wetland Birds Surveys (WeBS) covers all the areas
in the Reserve.
Most of the reported sightings for 2018 came from
three regular sources: the visitors' logbook held at
the Visitor Centre, records reported on Cambirds
and sightings reported to NP. Please continue to
report sightings either at the Visitor Centre or online
at
jimstevenson@gmail.com
or
paxtonpits@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
This was the second consecutive year where no
new species were reported on the Reserve. Again
like 2017 a possible addition got away! An observer
(JW) on 12th September had a brief sighting of a
juvenile Ring-tailed Montagu's or Pallid Harrier
ﬂying low over the bund separating Pumphouse
Pits. The bird seemed to have a light collar and
didn't have 5-ﬁngers which discounted Hen Harrier.
The possibility of a Pallid is fairly high as there were
a number of birds in the country with a bird found at
Therﬁeld Herts on the 18th which remained for a
number of days and 1 - 2 birds were seen on the
Ouse Washes.

Nuthatch, male Hen Harrier (IKD) seen from a
garden ﬂying over Little Paxton, two short stay
Water Pipits (JW) and three European Cranes seen
ﬂying over the Visitor Centre. The only autumn
rarity was a long stay Ferruginous Duck (MD) which
appeared at the same time as an inﬂux of Pochard.
2018 saw signiﬁcant ﬂuctuations in water levels on
some of the pits and particularly the Heronry lakes
with levels in Autumn lower than seen for many
years. This habitat resulted in a spectacular inﬂux
of water birds and even the resident species
beneﬁted from the resultant mud scrapes. Towards
the end of August returning Egrets started to settle
on the lake and not just Little Egrets but also Great
White Egrets. By early October there were record
numbers of birds with the highest count of 34 Little
Egrets and a county record for the number of Great
White Egrets at one place of seven birds. As soon
as they seemed to be settling the Egrets moved on
with only single birds seen by the end of the month.
The PBBS, WeBS and sighting records are now
providing useful information on the seasonal trends
of species seen on the Reserve. Over the past ten
years there has been some major changes with
certain species gaining while others are on the
decline. Without the PBBS or WeBS then some of
the changes would not be so noticeable. The
decline in chaﬃnches has been surprising as like
the greenﬁnch it was aﬀected by the parasite
Trichomonas gallinae, but unlike the greenﬁnch it
has continued to decline in numbers.

The other bird that got away although not new to
the Reserve was a possible spotted crake seen
running across the Anglian road (north of
Pumphouse pits) on 9th April but the brief view
wasn't enough to conﬁrm the bird. It disappeared
into a waterlogged ﬁeld with tussock grass not to be
seen again.

Other declines are not as surprising such as the
loss of the Turtle Dove which has followed the
national trend. Similarly the decline of Nightingales
and Willow Warblers is not unique to Paxton Pits.
By contrast, the birds on the increase include three
warblers: Chiﬀchaﬀ, Cetti's Warbler and Goldcrest.
The Goldcrest from almost being absent as a
breeding bird prior to 2017 has seen a resurgence
with up to 12 breeding pairs in 2018.

The year of 2018 was again a quieter year with the
number of species reported being one less than
2017 at 160 conﬁrmed species. This includes the
nuthatch on the basis that two people reported
seeing a bird on the Reserve on two separate days
but the details in the logbook were sparse. Ideally
any bird which is rare to Paxton Pits requires some
type of veriﬁcation such as a picture or more
information about the sighting.

The WeBS has also highlighted changes in
numbers but not always so obvious whether they
are permanent or as a result of birds moving to pits
outside the Reserve and Grafham Water. Certainly
the number of wintering coots has fallen and the
sightings of smew have become uncommon,
however Paxton Pits has remained a stronghold for
wintering gadwall with their numbers marginally
increasing.

The number of reported rarities / vagrants was also
down on past years with only six species seen. Five
of the rarities were seen in the spring, these were:
Goshawk (NP) ﬂying over the river near Island Pit,

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has
helped in the surveys and provided sightings
records.
Neal Parkin
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Mute Swan
(Cygnus olor)

Resident
There is a resident population of over 100 birds with
only a few pairs attempting to nest. Mute swans are
very territorial with usually only one pair per pit
restricting the number to a maximum of 14 pairs.
The non-breeding birds are often conﬁned to the
opposite side of the pit from where the breeding
pair have nested as the male will chase any birds
from their nesting area. There were seven
successful nests with family groups ranging from 3
– 6 cygnets. Six of the broods had hatched by the
June breeding bird survey with one late brood on
Diddington pit hatching mid-July.

Pumphouse Pit seen (NP) 14th August and 400
birds on Heronry South Lake reported 14th
October during the WeBS count.
There were an estimated 12 family groups with 57
juveniles counted during PBBS.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D
J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Whooper Swan
(Cygnus cygnus)

Scarce winter visitor

Canada Goose

There were only three records of Whooper swans
and no sightings of Bewick's swans during 2018.
The ﬁrst and only spring sighting was nine birds
seen (MD) on 7th January. Ten birds including ﬁve
juveniles were seen (NP) ﬂying over Pumphouse
Pit East on 30th October and a single bird was
reported on the 11th November during the WeBS
count.

Branta canadensis

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Pink-footed Goose
(Anser brachyrhynchus)

Scarce visitor
The Pink-footed is usually a scarce winter bird but
there was an unseasonal sighting between 6th and
9th July with a bird joining the Greylag ﬂock at the
north end of Paxton Pits. This was the only vagrant
goose seen during the year with no other sightings
of winter geese.

Resident (introduced)

Canada Geese roost and breed on Paxton Pits with
peak numbers exceeding 100 birds but during the
day they often feed outside the Reserve so like
Greylag Geese the numbers counted are very
variable. The highest single counts were 112 birds
on Heronry Lakes seen 9th December during the
WeBS count and 88 birds counted (TB) on Sailing
Lake on 6th September.
There were an estimated 14 family groups with 35
juveniles counted during PBBS.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Greylag Goose
(Anser anser)

Resident
Greylag geese are common throughout Paxton
Pits with peak numbers exceeding 400 birds but
they are very mobile spending much of their time
grazing in the ﬁelds so the WeBS count is not
always a true reﬂection of the numbers. The
highest single counts were 320 birds on
PAGE 4
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Egyptian Goose

Gadwall

(Alopochen aegyptiacus)

(Anas strepera)

Occasional breeder (naturalised)

Abundant winter visitor,
occasional
occasional breeder
breeder
Gadwall is one of the few duck species which has
not shown a decline in wintering numbers over the
past ﬁve years. They seem to favour the Heronry
Lakes and Pumphouse Pit East. This is good news
as Little Paxton Pits is recognised as a Site of
Special Scientiﬁc Interest (SSSI) with particular
reference to wintering Gadwall as they regularly
exceeds 1% of the British wintering population.
2018 was a good year for reported breeding
success with three family groups seen around the
Heronry Lakes including one group seen from
Cobham hide. All the sightings were outside the
PBBS count.

A pair was regularly seen at the north end.
However, there was no evidence of the birds
nesting unlike the previous year but a pair did breed
locally at Wyboston Lakes. The highest count was
nine birds seen (JW) 13th September on
Pumphouse Pit East.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Shelduck
(Tadorna tadorna)

Uncommon visitor, mainly in the
spring
Similar to last year with single and pairs reported
during the ﬁrst half of the year apart from a group of
nine birds reported (MD) 19th April. All the birds
were seen at the north end of Paxton Pits.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Wigeon
(Anas penelope)

Abundant winter visitor

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Teal
(Anas crecca)

Abundant winter visitor

Wigeon is the commonest wintering wildfowl
although numbers were down on previous years.
The highest count was 736 birds seen during the
WeBS count on 18th February. Most of the birds
had migrated north by April with 1 – 2 birds seen
during May and June, possibly injured birds.

Wintering teal numbers have declined over recent
years with less seen on Pumphouse Pit East.
However, the low water levels on the Heronry
Lakes has resulted in more teals being reported
with two December counts (TB) of 68 and 72 birds.
Most birds depart by April with ﬁrst returning birds
arriving late July although one bird was seen (MD)
in June.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D
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Mallard
(Anas platyrhynchos)

Resident
There was an increase in winter sightings of
Mallard during the autumn migration with 63 birds
seen (WeBS count) on Diddington Pit on 10th
September.
A small number stay to breed with 10 conﬁrmed
sightings of family groups with the highest family
count of 12 chicks. Their breeding period at Paxton
Pits ranges from April to June, being more spread
out than other duck species.

both Heronry South on 8th January and
Pumphouse Pit on 3rd April.
A few birds often remain over the summer months
although this year there were no records in May
and June.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Red-crested Pochard
(Netta ruﬁna)

Annual visitor
A regular annual visitor in small numbers. The
highest count (MD) was seven including ﬁve
drakes seen 24th March on the northern pits. They
stayed until the end of the month.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Pintail

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

(Anas acuta)

Annual winter visitor,
in
in small
small numbers
numbers
Regularly seen throughout the winter months on
both northern and southern pits. Highest count was
nine birds seen (MD) 2nd March on Pumphouse
Pit East.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Garganey
(Anas querquedula)

Scarce spring and autumn migrant
Five separate sightings all in diﬀerent months of 1 –
2 birds. Most of the sightings were on Pumphouse
Pit West. The ﬁrst sighting was 15th April and last
1st September.

Pochard
(Aythya ferina)

Common winter visitor
Pochard numbers during the 17/18 winter WeBS
counts were signiﬁcantly down on previous years.
However, early autumn there was an inﬂux of birds
with numbers increasing from late August. A
noticeable arrival was a male Pochard ﬁrst
reported 30th August with a blue nasal saddle
referenced 'TT'. Numbers continued to increase
peaking in October with over 100 birds on the
Pumphouse Pits.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Shoveler
Anas clypeata

All seasons, common in winter
A common duck over the winter months with
numbers seemingly higher than previous years.
There were two single counts (NP) of 60 birds from
PAGE 6
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9th and two birds were seen (MD/JW) the day
before on Diddington Pit.

Ferruginous Duck
(Aythya nyroca)

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Rare UK visitor
A male ferruginous duck was ﬁrst identiﬁed (MD) on
29th August with the arrival of pochard. The bird
was regularly seen on Pumphouse Pit West and
was last reported 14th October. The previous
known sighting of a Ferruginous Duck at Paxton
Pits was a female reported in January 2012,
staying for three days.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Tufted Duck
(Aythya fuligula)

Goldeneye
(Bucephala clangula)

Winter visitor
Goldeneye are commonest during the winter
months and usually prefer the larger pits. Most
birds have departed by end of March with the last
reported sighting on 4th April. The ﬁrst record (TB)
of returning birds was two seen on 23rd October.
The highest count was 42 birds on Pumphouse Pit
East during the WeBS count on 9th December.

Abundant winter visitor,
small
small number
number breed
breed
A common duck on all the pits although the second
year where wintering numbers were down on past
years especially during early autumn.
Tufted Duck breed late with most young hatching
early July. This means breeding success relies on
other records outside PBBS. There were ten
reported family groups seen (NP/TG) in July which
is probably an under-estimation.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Smew
(Mergus albellus)

Annual winter visitor
in
in small
small numbers
numbers
There were no smew records in 2017. This year a
'Redhead' Smew was seen (MD) on 26th
November and again on 22nd December staying
for at least seven days.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Scaup

Goosander

(Aythya marila)

Scarce annual visitor

(Mergus merganser)

There were four reported sightings of single birds
staying for one day.

Annual winter visitor
in small numbers

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Common Scoter
(Melanitta nigra)

Rare visitor
There was an inland movement of birds in early
April with 24 birds reported at Grafham Water on

Goosanders are regularly seen over the winter
months although none were reported during the
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WeBS counts. The highest count was seven birds
seen (JAS) on 2nd March.

Great Crested Grebe
(Podiceps cristatus)

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Resident

Red-legged Partridge
(Alectoris rufa)

Resident (introduced / released)
Red-legged Partridges are under-reported and
most often seen or heard at the north end of Paxton
Pits. PBBS estimated six possible pairs but there
were no sightings of partridge coveys.
Red-legged Partridges over the past two years are
the only partridge species seen at Paxton Pits with
no reports of Grey Partridges.

Wintering birds were slightly up on last year with
around 30 birds.
The breeding number was estimated at 20 pairs
with approximately half being successful. The
latest ﬂedgling was a small juvenile seen on
Diddington Pit on 10th September.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Pheasant
(Phasianus colchicus)

Resident (introduced / released)
PBBS estimated ten probably breeding pairs but
with large numbers of released birds from Thornhill
Estate it is diﬃcult to conﬁrm the number of
successful broods.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Little Grebe
(Tachybaptus ruﬁcollis)

Increasing visitor, lost breeder
Little Grebes were a scarce visitor in 2017 but
numbers have deﬁnitely risen throughout this year.
There were no breeding records although they may
have bred on two small pits outside the PBBS area.
The rise in numbers is encouraging as they have
bred in recent years with up to 10 pairs breeding on
the Reserve. The likely demise was due to
deteriorating habitat as bank cover retreated. The
new smaller pits may oﬀer more cover and possibly
are more suitable.
There was a report in the Visitor Centre's log book
for 12th August of 40 birds and the highest WeBS
count on 9th December included 17 birds on
Pumphouse Pit East.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Black-necked Grebe
(Podiceps nigricollis)

Scarce visitor on migration
Black-necked Grebes are often seen in spring and
autumn on migration and tend to be short stays.
This year there were a number of autumn sightings
with the ﬁrst (MD) on 9th August and the last being
three birds seen (MD) on 22nd September. All the
sightings were from Pumphouse Pit East.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax carbo)

Common Resident
The highest nest count of 50 (TG) was marginally
higher than last year although well down from the
peak counts of 180 nests.
This year the WeBS count showed a rise in the
number of Cormorants remaining during the day on
the Reserve. The number of birds roosting at the
end of December was estimated (NP/TG) at >200.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D
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Bittern
(Botaurus stellaris)

Scarce winter visitor
This secretive bird probably goes undetected until
either it ﬂies or is disturbed. Even then the most
likely areas with reedbeds to see a Bittern are fairly
inaccessible or less visited.
During the year there were three reported sightings
of a Bittern. The ﬁrst on 20th March was a bird seen
ﬂying over Weedy Pit. The next was an unseasonal
sighting during the PBBS on 6th May of a bird ﬂying
over the Northern Pits. It was then reported over the
Farm Pits being harassed by Lesser Black-backed
Gulls before disappearing possibly landing on
Wash Out Pit as the bird wasn't seen by any other
observers.
The last bird was seen by Derek Hale (a birder from
IOW) and others who just after arriving on the
afternoon 21st November spotted a GWE landing
at the back of Weedy Pit. This seemed to drive out a
Bittern which led to a "Face Oﬀ" for a minute or two.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Great White Egret
(Ardea alba)

Uncommon visitor,
although
although increasing
increasing
Great White Egret was a rare sighting up until 2017
where one bird lingered throughout the second half
of the year. This year one bird was seen on
23rd/24th April with the next not seen (TG) until
10th August. Similar to Little Egret, the numbers
started increasing peaking at seven birds on 1st
October with a further report of seven birds on 6th.
This was a county record for the number of Great
White Egrets at one location.
Great White Egret (max count)

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Grey Heron

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

(Ardea cinerea)

Resident, breeding in small numbers

Little Egret
(Egretta garzetta)

Regular visitor,
higher
higher in
in late
late summer
summer
Similar to last year there was a slow increase in
numbers to April but unlikely last year many of the
birds moved on during May and June. There was
no evidence that Little Egrets attempted to breed at
Paxton Pits whereas last year they may have bred
although unconﬁrmed. Numbers again started
increasing from late summer with new arrivals
continuing until October, peaking at 34 birds (TG)
on 21st. The birds favoured the low water levels on
the Heronry lakes. There was then a mass exodus
with only eight birds seen on 23rd and within a
week only one bird.

Grey Herons favour the Heronry lakes but can be
seen on most pits. Numbers were marginally
higher than previous years with a probable four
pairs (TG) breeding on Heronry South. Twelve
adults were seen during March and April PBBS with
the highest count of 15 during the October WeBS.
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Red Kite

Sparrowhawk

(Milvus milvus)

(Accipiter nisus)

Common visitor, local breeder

Resident

Red Kite is often seen particularly along the A1
boundary. Most sightings are of one or two birds
with a pair seen (GR) displaying near the A1 Pits on
28th January. The expectation is Red Kites are
likely to breed on or very near the Reserve over the
next few years as it continues to expand its range.

A regular sighting with probably two pairs breeding
on the Reserve. A pair was seen displaying north of
the Pumphouse Pits on 25th March (JW), 7th April
(NP) and 18th April (MD) with a further pair seen
(MD) on the same day displaying around the
Heronry Lakes.
There was an interesting sighting during the June
PBBS were an observer was trying to identify a
passerine ﬂying over the allotments towards the
houses when it was taken in mid-ﬂight by a
Sparrowhawk which took its kill towards Hayling
Lake.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Hen Harrier
(Circus cyaneus)

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Rare sighting
A great garden tick for IKD to
see an adult male Hen Harrier
circling high over Little Paxton
on 21st April. Ian managed to
take a few photo shots to
conﬁrm the identiﬁcation before
the bird ﬂew oﬀ north.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Buzzard
(Buteo buteo)

Resident
The highest count (NP/MD) was six birds seen in
April around the northern pits. A white morph bird
was present at Grafham Water and was seen from
Paxton Pits on 17th April.
A family group of four birds was seen ﬂying near
Pumphouse Pit East on 1st July although there
were no records of Buzzards breeding on the
Reserve.

Marsh Harrier

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

(Circus aeruginosus)

Scarce passage migrant
Marsh Harrier sightings on migration are on the
increase with four separate sightings late spring
and four in autumn.

Osprey
(Pandion haliaetus)

Scarce passage migrant
There were at least four sightings of Osprey in April
(a month earlier than last year) and three sightings
in September (a month later than last year). Most
birds were travelling through on migration with one
bird seen (JW) over two days on 13th/14th
September.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Goshawk
(Accipiter gentilis)

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Occasional visitor
A sighting (NP) of a possible female Goshawk was
reported on 5th March ﬂying across the river Ouse
from Island Pit. However as the bird ﬂew towards
the sun the only notable features based on the
silhouette were size and shape. Six days later on
11th March a female goshawk was reported on
Rare Birds Alert ﬂying over Brampton golf course
heading south.

Kestrel
(Falco tinnunculus)

Resident
A regular sighting at Paxton Pits with possibly 2 - 3
pairs breeding on the Reserve similar to past years'
estimates.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D
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Merlin

Moorhen

(Falco columbarius)

(Gallinula chloropus)

Scarce winter visitor

Resident

An uncommon visitor to the Reserve although
probably under-recorded. There were only two
reported sightings both female birds. One was
seen (MD) on 3rd January and the other (JW) on
14th September.

Moorhen had a good breeding year with probable
and conﬁrmed numbers reported being
signiﬁcantly up on past years. The PBBS estimated
a possible 27 pairs which was also up on previous
years. This may explain the high WeBS counts in
September and October with family groups still
together before the juveniles disperse.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Hobby
(Falco subbuteo)

Common summer visitor,
local breeder
The ﬁrst spring sighting was
26th April with numbers peaking
early May. The highest count
was fourteen birds seen (JW) at
the north end of the Reserve.
Birds were regularly reported
throughout the summer months
although there was no evidence
of breeding on the Reserve but
likely to have breed locally. A
bird(s) was seen regularly
hunting House Martins over
Little Paxton village during July at the time juveniles
were leaving their nests. The last report (MD) was
24th September.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Peregrine
(Falco peregrinus)

Uncommon autumn and winter visitor
The number of Peregrines reported were low with
only six sightings recorded mainly from the quieter
north end. Some of the records were of diﬀerent
birds as sightings included two males (seen
together), female and juvenile.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Coot
(Fulica atra)
Resident, numbers increase in winter
This was the second consecutive year where
wintering Coot numbers were signiﬁcantly down on
past trends with much lower numbers counted on
Pumphouse Pit East.
The number staying to breed has remained fairly
constant over the past few years with an estimated
breeding number of 48 pairs. The decline in the
breeding success from the highs of 2009 and 2011
has some correlation with the increase in breeding
numbers of Lesser Black-backed Gulls.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Water rail
(Rallus aquaticus)

Occasional breeder and winter visitor
Last year, Water Rails were heard or seen in every
month except January and it was assumed that 1 –
2 birds stayed to possibly breed. This year there
were very few records with none reported from
spring to early autumn.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D
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Little Ringed Plover

European Crane
(Grus grus)

(Charadrius dubius)

Rare sighting

Summer visitor,
increasingly scarce breeder

The people in the visitor centre on 4th May were the
lucky ones who saw three Cranes circling
overhead before heading north east.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Oystercatcher

There is less ideal habitat for Little Ringed Plovers
at Paxton Pits to breed although the new
excavation south of Diddington oﬀers better
opportunities. The ﬁrst bird was seen on 2nd April
with only single birds reported apart from one
record (MD) of a pair copulating on the new quarry.
There were no subsequent records from this area.
The last bird seen was on 3rd September.

J F MAM J J A S ON D

(Haematopus ostralegus)

Spring and summer visitor in small
numbers
Similar to most years the ﬁrst Oystercatchers arrive
in February and the last birds depart by July. The
ﬁrst bird seen was 2nd February and the last
sighting (NP) was seven birds on 5th July which
included at least one juvenile.
The PBBS estimated a possible six pairs at Paxton
Pits with the number attempting to breed probably
nearer three pairs. There was only one conﬁrmed
sighting of a pair with three chicks on Pumphouse
Pit East. They were ﬁrst seen (JW) on 19th May
and last reported (NP) on 2nd June.

Ringed Plover
(Charadrius hiaticula)

Annual passage migrant, lost breeder
Ring Plovers from being a regular breeder on the
Reserve are now only seen during migration. There
were a number of sightings with the highest count
of 7 birds seen (JW) on 27th April.

J F MAM J J A S ON D

Golden Plover
(Pluvialis apricaria)

Uncommon winter visitor
Many of the sightings of Golden Plovers are ﬂy
overs with the highest count of 180 birds seen (JW)
on 25th November.

J F MAM J J A S ON D

Grey Plover
(Pluvialis squatarola)

Annual passage migrant
Scarce bird in 2018 with only one sighting (JW) on
22nd May on Pumphose Pit East.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAM J J A S ON D

Lapwing

Avocet

(Vanellus vanellus)

(Recurvirostra avosetta)

Resident, numbers increase in winter

Annual spring visitor
The number of Avocet sightings was the lowest for
many years with only two records both from
Pumphouse Pit East. One bird was seen (JW) on
13th April and two birds (NP) on 20th April.

J F MAM J J A S ON D

There were often 150 – 250 wintering Lapwings on
Pumphouse Pit East with the largest count of 233.
The highest count was an estimated 450 birds (TG)
which ﬂew over Island Pit.
2018 was the ﬁrst year where there was no
conﬁrmation of breeding success although
Lapwings were present throughout the summer.
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Ruﬀ
(Philomachus pugnax)

Annual passage migrant
Uncommon visitor with small numbers migrating
through Paxton Pits. The highest count was seven
birds including six males in breeding plumage seen
(MD) on 1st May.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Jack Snipe
(Lymnocryptes minumus)

Scarce winter visitor

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Jack Snipe may be present throughout the winter
months but probably overlooked owing to skulking
habits in often inaccessible areas as they prefer
muddy pool margins. There were six sightings all
around Pumphose Pit East.

Knot
(Calidris canutus)

Scarce passage migrant
Single birds were seen on 18th March (MD/JW)
and 1st September (MD).

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Snipe
(Gallinago gallinago)

Winter visitor in small numbers

Sanderling
(Calidris alba)

Annual passage migrant
Two birds were seen (JW) in May on 21st and 22nd.

Outside the breeding season Snipe are usually
present on the Reserve. Snipe are more often
reported from the north end but they were regularly
seen on the Heronry Lakes during the low water
levels from August onwards. The highest count
(MD) was 11 birds on 27th January.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Woodcock

Temminck's Stint

(Scolopax rusticola)

(Calidris temminckii)

Scarce passage migrant

Scarce winter visitor

More often seen during spring passage. The bird
seen this year was a rare autumn sighting (JW) on
14th September of a single bird with a group of
dunlin and ring plover.

There were only ﬁve sightings during the year all
from diﬀerent observers. Woodcock are likely to be
present somewhere on the Reserve during the
winter months but are rarely active during the day
favouring water channels and are generally only
seen when ﬂushed.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Dunlin

Black-tailed Godwit

(Calidris alpina)

Regular passage migrant

(Limosa limosa)

Annual passage migrant
The commonest wader seen on migration with all
the reports from the north end. Most sightings
varied from 1 – 6 birds apart from 2nd May where
22 birds were seen passing through Paxton Pits.

An early migrant as some birds winter in England.
The largest ﬂock seen (MD) was c60 birds circling
over the north end on 3rd January.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D
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Bar-tailed Godwit
(Limosa lapponica)

Passage migrant, especially in spring
Only two reports of possibly the same bird seen on
1st and 2nd May.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Curlew
(Numenius arquata)

Scarce passage migrant
Curlew is becoming a rarer sighting with only three
reports. One sighting was a ﬂyover of six birds on
8th April.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Greenshank
(Tringa nebularia)

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Regular passage migrant
in small numbers

Whimbrel
(Numenius phaeopus)

Passage migrant, especially in spring
A scarce migrant in 2018 with only two sightings
(JW) on 20th April and 17th May.

Greeshank are seen more often in autumn as they
tend to linger on the Reserve for a number of days.
There were only two spring records compared to
eleven in autumn with most of the sightings of
single birds. The highest count was three on 1st
September.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Green Sandpiper

Spotted Redshank

(Tringa ochropus)

Regular all year
apart from breeding month

(Tringa erythropus)

Rare visitor
A full summer plumage bird was heard (MD) on
19th April circling above Pumphouse Pit East. It
then landed brieﬂy beside a Redshank before
noisily heading oﬀ north.
Amazingly a second bird was seen and
photographed on 7th September during its autumn
migration staying for a short period on Pumphouse
Pit East.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Small numbers regularly overwinter at Paxton Pits
often at the north end. 2018 was diﬀerent as the low
water levels on the Heronry Lakes attracted birds to
the many scrapes and in higher numbers than past
years, with a peak count of ten birds on 13th
October.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Common Sandpiper
(Actitis hypoleucos)

Redshank

Passage migrant

(Tringa totanus)

Summer breeder,
occasionally winter visitor
Birds were regularly seen from February to early
July with a possible 4 pairs on the Reserve. There
were reports of birds displaying on Pumphouse Pit
East in April and May but there was no evidence of
successful nesting.

A frequently seen bird throughout the Reserve
during spring and autumn migration. The highest
counts were on autumn migration with juveniles
adding to the numbers. Maximum count of 8 birds
seen (MD) on 27th July. The earliest bird seen was
8th March with the last 24th September.
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Turnstone

Common Gull

(Arenaria interpres)

(Larus canus)

Annual passage migrant

Regular winter visitor

Similar to last year there were only two reported
sightings on 7th May and 1st September.

A winter visitor with birds leaving early April and ﬁrst
returns late August. The highest count reported
was 54 birds seen (TB) 28th January.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

J FMAM J J A SOND

Lesser Black-backed
Gull

Mediterranean Gull
(Larus melanocephalus)

Uncommon passage migrant
There were ﬁve spring records from 11th March to
19th April.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Little Gull
(Larus minutus)

Passage migrant in small numbers
Same as last year with all records of birds on their
spring migration with highest count of four seen
(MD) on Pumphouse Pit East on 19th April.

(Larus fuscus)

Resident
Lesser Black-backed Gulls favour the island on
Diddington Pit to breed. About 70 pairs attempted
to breed last year but the colony completely failed
with no young ﬂedging. Again this year it seemed
the colony would fail as the number of sitting birds
in April fell with no sight of any young. One
explanation is the eggs were predated. Then late
May the number of sitting birds increased to an
estimated 27 pairs with 38 juveniles counted 1st
August almost two months later than they generally
ﬂedge.

J F MAMJ J A S ON D

Black-headed Gull
(Larus ridibundus)

Abundant throughout the year
Gull numbers peak mid-winter then again in the
spring when they settle to nest. The PBBS numbers
reported were also submitted for the 2018 Seabird
survey, the previous count was back in 2000. As
normal, it was a challenge to estimate the number
of breeding gulls due to the high vegetation. Our
best guess was 178 pairs with 150 on Sailing Lake
and the rest on Pumphouse Pit East and a recently
created island on A1 North Pit.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Herring Gull
(Larus argentatus)

Year round visitor
increasing in winter
Two pairs of Herring Gulls attempted to nest on
Diddington pit in April but were seemingly disturbed
and unsuccessful.
Herring Gulls are never abundant at Paxton Pits
but they are a regular sighting with more birds seen
over the winter months.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND
PAGE 15

Birds of Paxton Pits, Little Paxton Village and Surrounding Area, Year 2018

Yellow-legged Gull

Common Tern

(Larus michaellis)

(Sterna hirundo)

Annual visitor especially late summer

Common passage migrate
and summer resident

This species replaces the Herring Gull in southern
Europe. The best time to see this bird is August /
September with an inﬂux into England following
their breeding season. Seen on the north pits and
often mixes with Lesser Black-backed Gulls.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Caspian Gull
(Larus cachinnans)

Uncommon winter visitor
The Caspian Gull is closely related to the Herring
and Yellow-legged. Main diﬀerences from Herring
Gull are smaller-headed, ﬂatter forehead and
longer-legged which is not always easy to identify
from a distance. There were only four recorded
sightings all in early winter.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Great Black-backed
Gull

Photo by JAS

Four Tern rafts were again anchored on Heronry
North visible from Kingﬁsher hide. There were an
estimated 26 pairs using the rafts with at least 21
young ﬂedging. An estimated 25 pairs also
attempted to breed on Pumphouse Pit East but it
was unknown whether these birds were
successful. The highest count (TB) of 64 birds were
seen from the Heronery Lakes on 1st July.

(Larus marinus)

J FMAM J J A SOND

All-year visitor in small numbers
Great Black-backed Gulls can often be seen
throughout the year with immature birds remaining
over the summer months. Numbers increase over
winter months with an inﬂux of adult and other
immature birds.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Arctic Tern
(Sterna paradisaea)

Spring passage migrant
in small numbers
Every year a small number of Arctic Terns pass
overland on their northern migration through
Paxton Pits, usually from mid-April to early May.
This year there were no large movements reported
with the highest count of seven seen (SE) on 22nd
April.

Sandwich Tern
(Sterna sandvicensis)

Rare visitor

J FMAM J J A SOND

Black Tern
(Chlidonias niger)

Annual passage migrant
in small numbers
Sandwich Terns are rarely seen at Paxton Pits as
the small number of birds which migrate over land
seldom stay for more than a few hours. The bird
seen (Martin Shadbolt) on 7th April over
Pumphouse Pit West was unusual as the bird hung
around until 10th.

Black Terns are regularly seen during their spring
migration with best time late April \ early May. This
year there seemed to be a second wave of birds
seen later in May. The highest count of at least ten
birds was seen (JW) on 21st May. There were no
late summer or autumn sightings.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND
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Rock/Feral Pigeon

Collared Dove

(Columba livia)

(Streptopelia decaocto)

Resident around farm buildings

Abundant resident in village

A few birds were often present around Boughton
Lodge farm.

A very common bird near residential areas and
around the Visitor Centre.
Breeds regularly in Little Paxton village but there
were no breeding records from the Reserve.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND

Stock Dove
(Columba oenas)

Turtle Dove

Resident
Stock Doves are fairly common throughout Paxton
Pits with a small winter roost on Heronry South.
The PBBS reported a possible 17 breeding pairs
on the Reserve.

(Streptopelia turtur)

Scarce summer visitor
previously breed
The Turtle Dove breeding numbers started to
decline from 2008 when there were 16 pairs. The
last year of possible breeding birds was 2014.
Since 2015 all records were of transitory birds.
In 2018 there were no records of turtle doves
lingering on the Reserve with the only three
sightings being short stay birds heard purring on
separate days between 5th and 10th May.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Woodpigeon
(Columba palumbus)

Abundant resident
A very common bird with good numbers breeding
on the Reserve. The PBBS estimated a possible 75
pairs. The trend indicates a stable population.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Cuckoo
(Cuculus canorus)

Summer visitor in low numbers
The ﬁrst Cuckoo heard was
15th April which is generally the
time they arrive. By June
Cuckoos are leaving with all
adult birds gone by end of
month. Cuckoo numbers seem
to be stable with up to ten birds
seen during the PBBS.
A juvenile was seen in August
by the allotments.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND
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Barn Owl
(Tyto alba)

Occasional visitor
Last year Barn Owls were seen regularly during the
breeding season. This year there was no evidence
of them breeding on or near the Reserve. There
were only ﬁve reported sightings of Barn Owls and
many were in diﬀerent places on the Reserve.

Kingﬁshers are regularly reported with most
sightings of single birds. A bird was seen taking a
ﬁsh to another bird on 18th August and a juvenile
with parent was reported 1st September. Similar to
last year, there was no evidence of any pairs
breeding on the Reserve but seems very likely that
at least one pair bred on the Ouse River as birds
were regularly seen during the breeding season.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Little Owl
(Athene noctua)

Scarce visitor, previously breed
There were only two reported sightings in May and
July around Boughton Lodge farm. This area is not
regularly monitored so the bird may have been
there longer than the two sightings.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND

Green Woodpecker

Tawny Owl

(Picus viridis)

(Strix aluco)

Scarce visitor, previously breed

Common resident

There was only one record of a Tawny Owl calling.
The bird was heard (Sophie Baker) at the end of
Hayling Avenue on 29th August.

The earlier surveys in March and April indicate
more possible breeding Green Woodpeckers than
the historical two surveys in May and June - based
on only these two surveys then numbers are
relatively stable. The probable/conﬁrmed pairs
from the PBBS indicates 16 pairs.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Swift
(Apus apus)

Common summer visitor, breeds in
breeds
village in village
Breeds in Little Paxton village with ﬁrst bird seen on
24th April and last on 22nd September (MD).

J FMAM J J A SOND

Kingﬁsher
(Alcedo atthis)

Resident

J FMAM J J A SOND

Great Spotted
Woodpecker
(Dendrocopus major)

Common resident
PBBS indicated a probable breeding number of 10
pairs. The introduction of the earlier surveys has
resulted in better conﬁrmation of breeding
numbers.
PAGE 18
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The only juvenile reported was at Diddington
woods (NP).

Swallow
(Hirundo rustica)

Common on passage, breeds locally
There was no evidence of Swallows breeding on
the Reserve although very common around the
farm buildings at Diddington.
First bird reported was later than usual on 6th April
and last sighting (JW) was 6th October.

J FMAM J J A SOND

House Martin
(Delichon urbica)

J FMAM J J A SOND

Common on passage, breeds in village
House Martins breed in good numbers in Little
Paxton village. First report was 7th April similar to
previous year with last locally seen (JW) 13th
October.

Skylark
(Alauda arvensis)

Resident but declining numbers
Small winter ﬂocks can often be seen in the ﬁelds
east of A1 pits and migrating birds can be heard
anywhere over the Reserve.
All the breeding records were outside the Nature
Reserve with none reported on the two meadows.
There seemed to be a slight increase with possibly
8 breeding pairs.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Meadow Pipit
(Anthus pratensis)

Common winter visitor
Good numbers winter on the Reserve. Highest
count was 30 at north end on 1st January.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Rock Pipit
(Anthus petrosus)

Scarce visitor
Most years birds are recorded during migration. A
single bird was reported (MD) on 25th March and
possibly the same bird stayed until 3rd April. Two
birds were seen (JW) later in the year on 7th
October and a single bird (MD)on 21st October. All
sightings were around Pumphouse pits.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Sand Martin
(Riparia riparia)

Summer visitor

J FMAM J J A SOND

Sand Martins usually arrive by mid-March but the
earliest reported sighting in 2018 was 2nd April.
They prefer to nest on new sand banks and tend to
colonise new quarry digs. There was a small colony
of circa 40 nest holes near the dig south of
Diddington. There was no evidence of them
breeding on the Reserve. Most birds leave by end
of August. The largest migratory movement was
over a thousand birds reported (NP) on 27th
August.

Two summer plumage birds were found and
photographed (JW) on the southern shore of
Pumphouse Pit East. They were only seen in the
morning of 13th April.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND

Water Pipit
(Anthus spinoletta)

Scarce visitor
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Yellow Wagtail

White Wagtail

(Motacilla ﬂava ﬂavissima)

(Motacilla alba albai)

Uncommon passage migrant

Rare visitor
The White Wagtail replaces the Pied Wagtail on the
Continent and is occasionally seen on passage
usually during early spring. This species is likely to
be under-reported due to similarities with Pied
Wagtail. Only one report in the Visitor Centre's
logbook of an autumn bird seen 11th October.

J FMAM J J A SOND
Regular migrant seen spring and autumn. Absent
during breeding month as none stay to breed.
Earliest sighting (MD) was 8th April and last 10th
September. The highest count was ﬁve birds.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Grey Wagtail
(Motacilla cinerea)

Localised resident,
usually along river
Grey Wagtails breed locally occasionally breeding
at Little Paxton locks. There were no breeding
records from the Reserve. Single birds were
regularly reported outside the breeding season,
especially during the winter months. The highest
count (IKD) was three birds on 1st December.

Wren
(Troglodytes troglodytes)

Abundant resident
Wren is the second smallest bird on the Reserve
after the Goldcrest and is heard as often as seen. It
is the commonest breeding bird with numbers
greatly aﬀected by cold winters. The past few
winters have been marginally milder with estimated
breeding numbers increasing to >120 pairs over
the past ﬁve years, exception was 2015.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Pied Wagtail
(Motacilla alba yarrelli)

J FMAM J J A SOND

Common resident
A bird which is not regularly reported although
present throughout the year. Large numbers feed
in winter at Stirtloe sewage farm just north of
Paxton Pits with counts as high as 100 birds.
Small numbers breed on the Reserve generally in
the old buildings. The PBBS indicated a small
decline in breeding birds with possibly only two
pairs on the Reserve.

Robin
(Erithacus rubecula)

Abundant resident
Although Wren is the commonest bird on the
Reserve the Robin must be the commonest bird
seen. The PBBS indicated over 100 breeding pairs.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND
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Dunnock
(Prunella modularis)

Abundant resident
A common bird which is often overlooked and like
most resident birds nest earlier than migratory
species. The early PBBS in March and April heard
more pairs than the latter two surveys. Total
possible breeding pairs <70.

territories around the southern pits with none
reported from the northern pits. This summer there
were nine reports of singing birds with only six
probable territories with three birds singing along
Anglian Road north of Pumphouse Pit East.
There was again a cold front from mid to late April
across Europe, similar to 2017 which may have
had an impact on migrating birds. The ﬁrst bird
reported (JAS) was an early arrival on 6th April.
Further birds were not heard until after 14th. The
last record (JW) was the three birds singing along
Anglian road on 2nd June.
Three of the male birds holding territories and one
female were ringed.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Nightingale
(Luscinia megarhynchos)

Summer visitor in declining numbers

Nationally the number of Nightingales summering
in England is declining and Paxton Pits is following
a similar trend. In 2008 there were 29 probable
PAGE 21
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Most of the sightings were of single birds apart from
ﬁve birds on 2nd May.

Redstart
(Phoenicurus phoenicurus)

J FMAM J J A SOND

Scarce passage migrant
Only one sighting of a male seen at the river view
point on 18th April.

Ring Ouzel

J FMAM J J A SOND

Rare spring visitor

(Turdus torquatus)

Whinchat
(Saxicola rubetra)

Scarce passage migrant
There were only three sightings with most reports
of Whinchat favouring the open ﬁelds around
Diddington Pit. There was one spring sighting
(Dean Harlow) on 3rd May and two September
sightings (MD) on 24th and 30th.

Ring Ouzels were in the past an occasional migrant
being absent for most years. However over recent
years spring sightings have become annual. A Ring
Ouzel was found (MD) on 16th April east of
Pumphouse Pit West and on 21st April another bird
was reported on Rare Birds Alert at the north east
corner of A1 North Pit.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Blackbird

J FMAM J J A SOND

(Turdus merula)

Abundant resident with winter inux

Stonechat
(Saxicola torquata)

Scarce passage migrant
and winter visitor
Occasionally have 1 – 2 pairs overwintering and
often seen during migration. A pair was reported on
6th January and last seen on 18th February. There
were two other records – a spring sighting of a male
on 7th May and autumn pair on 26th September.

A very common bird on the Reserve and in Little
Paxton village. Over recent years the number of
breeding pairs has been fairly stable with 2018
PBBS estimating 88 pairs being marginally higher
than the ten year average.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Wheatear
(Oenanthe oenanthe)

Uncommon passage migrant

J FMAM J J A SOND

Fieldfare
(Turdus pilaris)

Common winter visitor

Photo by MD

Small numbers pass through the Reserve during
their spring and autumn migration with numbers
highest in spring. There was fewer birds reported
with no autumn sightings. The early record was 9th
April with all six reported sightings at the north end.
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The ﬁrst birds arrive back from mid to late October
and return early April. The last sighting was 7th
April. Small ﬂocks of 20+ birds are regularly seen
during the winter months usually in the more open
areas.
There was heavier snow than usual in early March
which resulted in Fieldfares coming to feeding
stations in search of food with chances to
photograph this colourful thrush.

J FMAM J J A SOND

possible breeding pair on the Nature Reserve and
another pair which was regularly seen near
Diddington. There was one report of a bird carrying
food on 11th June.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Cetti's Warbler
(Cettia cetti)

Localised but increasing resident

Song Thrush
(Turdus philomelos)

Common resident
The earlier PBBS highlighted a signiﬁcant
diﬀerence in breeding numbers compared to the
later surveys. The early survey was the highest
count of 47 pairs and the later surveys reported the
lowest count of 22 compared to the past ten years.
The earlier surveys should represent a more
meaningful count as by May and June the birds
have already nested.

A bird with an explosive song which is heard more
than seen. The Cetti's Warbler is thought to
overwinter as occasionally sings during the colder
periods. The bird was heard or seen in every month
apart from August and November.
The breeding numbers seemed to have peaked in
2016 as the last two years the PBBS has estimated
a lower 12 – 14 pairs.

J FMAM J J A SOND
J FMAM J J A SOND

Grasshopper Warbler

Redwing

(Locustella naevia)

(Turdus iliacus)

Scarce passage migrant
and occasional breeder

Common winter visitor
A shy but common bird which overwinters and is
often seen with the larger Fieldfare. They tend to
favour the quieter shrub areas. The ﬁrst returning
birds were reported on 11th October and last on 7th
April. Highest count (IKD) was 60 birds on 1st
December.

J FMAM J J A SOND

There were only three records with two in April and
another sighting (MD) of a bird reeling in the north
west corner of Diddington Pit being the area where
they may have attempted to breed in 2017.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Sedge Warbler
(Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)

Mistle thrush

Abundant summer visitor

(Turdus viscivorus)

Uncommon localised resident
A less common bird over recent years and more
often seen on the fringes of the Reserve. They
seem to favour cut or grazed ﬁelds. There was one

There was a small decline since 2010 similar to the
BTO trend but numbers have since stabilised with
the 2018 PBBS estimating 56 pairs.
The ﬁrst bird was reported on 7th April with no
sightings later than August.
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Reed Warbler

Whitethroat

(Acrocephalus scirpaceus)

(Sylvia communis)

Abundant summer visitor

Common summer visitor

The earliest birds seen were 19th April. The last
sighting (JW) of two birds on 14th October at
Pumphouse Pit West were only two days short of
the latest Paxton Pit known record.
Similar to sedge warblers, there seems to have
been a small decline from 2010. The PBBS
reported 55 breeding pairs which is very similar to
the past years' average.

The ﬁrst birds were seen (GR) along the east side
of Island pit on 15th April. The last sighting (TB) was
6th September.
The 2018 PBBS reported a noticable decline to 28
breeding pairs compared to the past ten year
average of 45 pairs. It will be interesting to see
whether this is a one oﬀ, possibly aﬀected by
weather, or a step change in the breeding numbers

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND

Lesser Whitethroat

Garden Warbler

(Sylvia curruca)

(Sylvia borin)

Localised summer visitor

Abundant summer visitor

The ﬁrst bird was seen (JW) on 15th April with the
last record of a bird was 27th August.
The PBBS estimated 12 breeding pairs. The
monitoring of singing birds outside the speciﬁc
PBBS dates indicate up to 17 breeding territories.

The PBBS estimated 73 breeding pairs which is
very similar to the past ten year average.
The earliest reported sighting was 15th April with
the last bird seen 20th September.
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Blackcap

Siberian Chiﬀchaﬀ

(Sylvia atricapilla)

(Phylloscopus collybita tristis)

Abundant summer visitor

Rare winter visitor

Blackcap do overwinter in England and there has
been the odd local report of birds in gardens but it
seems to be absent from the Reserve during the
winter months.
The earliest returning bird was 7th April with the
latest sighting (NP) 2nd October. The PBBS
estimated 101 singing males. There was a step
increase in 2012 with numbers remaining higher
than previous surveys.

Unlike 2017, there were no reports of the
subspecies Siberian Chiﬀchaﬀ but a bird did spend
the 2017/18 winter with Common Chiﬀchaﬀ at
Stirtloe sewage works just north of Paxton Pits.

Willow Warbler
(Phylloscopus trochilus)

Common summer visitor
The Willow Warbler's breeding trend is opposite to
Chiﬀchaﬀ showing a small but steady decline from
over 80 singing males in 2008 to 20 – 30 in 2018.
This decline is not speciﬁc to Paxton Pits as there
has been a steady decline in Willow Warbler
breeding numbers throughout southern England.
The ﬁrst birds were heard singing on 7th April a
week later than 2017 with the last bird reported
20th September.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Chiﬀchaﬀ
(Phylloscopus collybita)

Abundant summer visitor
A common warbler which occasionally overwinters,
such as the winter of 2017/18. This winter there
haven't been any reports of birds since October.
The PBBS trend shows a slow but steady increase
in breeding Chiﬀchaﬀ with an estimated 80 singing
males in 2018.
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There were no other sightings apart from a late
report in the Visitor Centre's log book seen from
Bill's Bench on 9th October!

Goldcrest
(Regulus regulus)

Localised breeder,
common rest of year

Photo by JAS

Amazing turnaround from a bird which was almost
absent from the Reserve for most of 2016 to small
numbers now breeding.
The PBBS reported 5 - 8 possible breeding pairs
with the numbers seen during the year being the
highest for many years, similar to the countrywide
trend. The PBBS estimated 12 breeding pairs with
one conﬁrmation of a nest found in a conifer tree
next to Wray House garden.

Photo by NP

There is an ongoing project run by Michael
Holdsworth in Cambridgeshire involving Spotted
Flycatchers with geolocators, particularly pairs
which return the following year. Seventeen adults
were tagged in 2018. Seven of the 38 project birds
from 2016 came back for a second time in 2018.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Long-tailed Tit
(Aegithalos caudatus)

Abundant resident

J FMAM J J A SOND

Spotted Flycatcher
(Muscicapa striata)

Occasional breeder,
Scarce on passage
A pair were seen (JW) on 21st May in Diddington
village near to the location they bred in 2017. They
were not seen again although they may have
moved to another location within the village without
being reported.
A pair successfully bred in The Orchard, Little
Paxton being the ﬁrst reported record since a pair
bred in Bydand Lane. The young ﬂedged on 10th
July which was similar to others in the county
where most nests ﬂedged about a fortnight later
than usual.

The introduction of the earlier surveys has again
recorded more Long-tailed Tits with twice as many
possible breeding pairs at 62 compared to the latter
two surveys. This is not surprising as the young of
Long-tailed Tits are leaving the nests around the
time of the May survey. This shows the diﬃculty in
assessing resident bird populations from late
surveys and possibly explains the variations in
counts from year to year! However, the trend line
for the two surveys with its year-on-year variations
does show a steady state.
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Marsh Tit

Great Tit

(Parus palustris)

(Parus major)

Scarce resident

Abundant resident

Marsh Tit remains a scarce bird at Paxton Pits with
only eleven reported sightings. The records of
Marsh Tit followed a similar pattern as last year with
sightings reported until early April then reappearing
later in the year. The PBBS estimated one possible
pair but without any sightings after April then it has
to be assumed that any attempt was unsuccessful.

Similar to Blue Tit with the earlier surveys counting
more pairs. However based on the trend of the two
surveys then the population over the past years
has been stable. The PBBS reported 95 possible
pairs, twice as many as the later surveys.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Coal Tit
(Parus ater)

Localised resident
The Coal Tit is uncommon on the Reserve with
most sightings recorded from Little Paxton village.
There were some spring and summer records
which implies the bird did breed locally.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Nuthatch

J FMAM J J A SOND

(Sitta europea)

Rare visitor

Blue Tit
(Parus caeruleus)

Abundant resident
A very common bird based on the PBBS which
estimated 121 possible breeding pairs (compared
to 78 pairs from the last two surveys). Based on the
historical two surveys the breeding numbers of
Blue Tit has remained stable. The number of
conﬁrmed nests was down on last year from 26 to
14. Most of the reported nest sightings were from
birds using the erected nest boxes.

There were two reports in the Visitor Centre's
logbook of Nuthatch seen on 25th March and 4th
April. Neither report was clear with one having a
question mark and the other no observer name.
The Nuthatch is a rare bird at Paxton Pits but birds
may have been displaced with the felling of trees
across the river or the massive roadwork
construction to the north. It is very likely that a
Nuthatch(s) was seen as it is an unmistakable bird.
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Treecreeper

Rook

(Certhia familiaris)

(Corvus frugilegus)

Localised resident

Resident, more numerous in winter
The PBBS recorded a
possible nine
breeding pairs.
There was only one
report on 21st May of
a family group on the
west side of Sailing
Lake.

There are two known Rookeries, one north of
Sailing Lake and another near Boughton Lodge
farm - the nests were counted with 34 and 18
respectively.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Carrion Crow
(Corvus corone corone)

Resident
The number of breeding pairs is diﬃcult to assess
as territories can cover a number of PBBS routes
but a conservative estimate is a minimum of 10
pairs.

J FMAM J J A SOND
J FMAM J J A SOND

Raven

Jay

(Corvus corax)

(Garrulus glandarius)

Localised resident
The PBBS indicated a few birds breeding at Paxton
Pits but there is little evidence of breeding success.
There were no reported sightings of family groups
although pairs were often seen.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Magpie
(Pica pica)

Scarce but increasing visitor
A pair of Ravens were
regularly reported
t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r.
There was one sighting
(MD) of four birds on 10th
February. Ravens are
larger than Buzzards and
will regularly mob them as photographed by JAS as
the two birds ﬂew over the Visitor Centre.

Common resident
It is diﬃcult to assess the breeding pairs of corvids
due to their larger range and non breeding birds. A
better estimate is the probable/conﬁrmed breeding
pairs which the PBBS estimated at 10 pairs.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Starling
(Sturnus vulgaris)

J FMAM J J A SOND

Abundant resident

There were ten probable/conﬁrmed breeding pairs.
During winter, Heronry South is home to a large
roost of birds with the commonest species being
Jackdaw with estimated numbers (TG) on 29th
December of 4,000 birds.

There was no evidence from the PBBS that
Starlings bred on the Reserve. Starlings are much
more common in Little Paxton village during the
summer months where they nest in the eaves of
buildings. The largest summer count was 53 birds
seen during the June PBBS and included many
juveniles. Larger numbers visit the Reserve in the
winter months but no murmurations were noted at
all this year.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND

Jackdaw
(Corvus monedula)

Resident, more numerous in winter
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House Sparrow

Brambling

(Passer domesticus)

(Fringilla montifringilla)

Abundant in village

Scarce winter visitor,
usually seen on passage

House Sparrows are a common bird in Little
Paxton and Diddington villages and are seen
around the fringes of the Reserve. They are
regularly reported during the PBBS but always
near residential areas. There was no evidence of
breeding on the Reserve.

Photo by JAS

J FMAM J J A SOND

Chaﬃnch
(Fringilla coelebs)

Common resident but declining
Chaﬃnch are in a
noticeable free fall
from over 90 singing
males in 2008 to a
maximum 30 in 2018.
There has been a
national decline since
2006 linked to the
widespread and
severe outbreak of
trichomonosis, a
parasite which aﬀects
the back of the throat
and in the gullet. It is
most likely transferred through contaminated food
and water. Birds are also aﬀected by warty growths
called Fringilla papillomavirus. These growths may
vary in size from small nodules to larger warts that
engulf the whole leg. The warts develop slowly over
a long period and aﬀected individuals may
otherwise appear quite healthy. This growth can be
seen on some birds at Paxton Pits as seen on the
male Chaﬃnch photo taken at Hayden hide.
Chaﬃnch numbers increase during the winter
months with the largest ﬂock recorded of 30 birds
seen (NP) in the ﬁeld west of Haul road.

Bramblings are winter birds but are usually
reported at Paxton Pits during migration. Up to
three Bramblings were seen at the Hayden hide
feeder between 18th and 20th April. Another bird
was reported (JW) in the autumn on 7th October.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Greenﬁnch
(Carduelis chloris)

Common resident
Similar to Chaﬃnches, the Greenﬁnch was
severely aﬀected by the outbreak of trichomonosis
with numbers falling from 2006. Greenﬁnch
numbers at Paxton Pits, unlike the Chaﬃnch, hit a
low in 2012 and have since seen a small increase.
The PBBS estimated breeding numbers of circa 20
pairs compared to pre 2006 of 30+.

J FMAM J J A SOND

J FMAM J J A SOND
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Lesser Redpoll

Goldﬁnch
(Carduelis carduelis)

(Carduelis cabaret)

Resident

Localised winter visitor

Goldﬁnch numbers seem to be on the rise with the
earlier surveys indicating a possible 38 pairs. Even
the latter two surveys of 19 pairs is up on previous
years. There is some evidence that the fall in
Chaﬃnch and Greenﬁnch numbers has given
Goldﬁnch easier access to garden food.

Redpoll often seem to ﬁnd a reliable food source
and remain for a number of weeks. In the winter of
2016/17 it was the feeders at the Visitor Centre and
2017/18 they preferred the wild bird cover mix in
the arable ﬁeld between Riverview and Kingﬁsher
hide. The highest count (GR) was 10 birds on 1st
January. The last report (JAS) of birds in this area
was 18th January. This winter of 2018/19 there
have been no records of small ﬂocks. The only
record was a ﬂyover but as their call is not a familiar
sound then likely to be under reported.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Bullﬁnch
(Pyrrhula pyrrhula)

J FMAM J J A SOND

Resident

Siskin

Bullﬁnch although not abundant is a regular
sighting throughout the Reserve. The PBBS
estimated 14 breeding pairs which is similar to the
ten year average.

(Carduelis spinus)

Winter visitor in small numbers
Not many reports of Siskins with an average of two
a month. Small numbers are sometimes seen on
the alder trees around Sailing Lake with most other
reports being ﬂyovers. There was one sighting
(Adrian & David Hyde) of ﬁve birds feeding on the
feeder at Hayden hide on 17th March.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Linnet
(Carduelis cannabina)

Common resident increasing in winter
Linnet has seen a noticeable increase in the
number of breeding birds with PBBS indicating 30
pairs compared to <10 pairs prior 2012. The Linnet
prefers open areas with bramble bushes favouring
areas around A1 and Diddington pits.
Large winter ﬂocks often gather in the ﬁelds
between the A1 pits and Haul road.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Yellowhammer
(Emberiza citrinella)

Localised resident
increasing in winter

J FMAM J J A SOND

The PBBS reported a slight increase in the number
of possible breeding Yellowhammers with up to 15
singing males. They tend to favour the hedgerows
between A1 pits and Haul Road, and the hedges
around Pumphouse Pit West and Diddington Pit.
A ﬂock of 40 birds was reported (TB) around A1 Pits
on 18th March.
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Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
(Constant Eﬀort Site)

Reed Bunting

Ringing Report 2018

(Emberiza schoeniclus)

Abundant resident

Derek Gruar

The number of breeding Reed Buntings has stayed
fairly constant over the last ten years. The 2018
PBBS estimated 56 breeding pairs. No large winter
ﬂocks were reported.

J FMAM J J A SOND

Corn Bunting
(Miliaria calandra)

Occasional winter visitor
There were no reports from the Reserve of Corn
Bunting during the year however they probably
pass through on migration as many birds winter in
Bedfordshire. A bird was seen singing in May at
Godmanchester meadow a few miles north of the
Reserve.

Introduction
The British Trust for Ornithology has used Constant
Eﬀort Site (CES) bird ringing to monitor the
abundance, breeding success and survival of 24
common breeding songbirds since 1986. Paxton
Pits Nature Reserve is one of over 140 sites across
the UK that contributes data to this programme.
Monitoring is carried out by qualiﬁed volunteer bird
ringers during the breeding season, with twelve
visits between May and early September where the
same nets are set for same standard length of time
for each visit. At Paxton, we monitor the site with
eight mist-nets totalling 140 metres in length that
are set between 5.30-11.30am.
The results are used to measure changing
population sizes (comparing the number of adult
birds caught each year) whilst the ratio of juvenile to
adult captures provides a measure of breeding
success. In addition to ringing new birds we also
record data for all birds we recapture; those of adult
birds ringed in previous years are used to estimate
annual survival rates.
2018 Overview
After the cold and wet weather in late spring we
were fortunate that conditions had improved by the
time the start of the 2018 CES ringing season was
due. However, the cold winter seemed to aﬀect bird
survival and there were reduced numbers of
common resident species caught while migrants
appeared to be delayed in their arrival too. We
succeeded in conducting ringing sessions on
eleven of the twelve allocated time periods. A total
of 316 new birds were ringed of 24 diﬀerent
species. This was an improvement on the poor year
that was 2017 and this is around the average total
for Paxton CES over the past 10 years (Table 1).

PAGE 31

Birds of Paxton Pits, Little Paxton Village and Surrounding Area, Year 2018
Table 1. Yearly totals for the number of new birds
No birds ringed in 2018
ringed at Paxton CES (2007-2018)

YEAR

No
Visits

Total
Number YEAR
New
of
Ringed Species

No
Visits

Total
Number
New
of
Ringed Species

2007

12

306

22

2013

12

267

25

2008

12

355

25

2014

12

378

27

2009

11

363

24

2015

12

513

27

2010

12

341

27

2016

12

339

26

2011

12

394

25

2017

12

259

19

2012

12

364

27

2018

11

316

24

4195

36

TOTAL

The following Table 3 (below) lists the ten longest duration/lived
birds caught during CES 2018.

The diversity of our catches was one of the marked
diﬀerences between 2018 and 2017. A Jay and two
Great Spotted Woodpeckers in the ﬁrst couple of
ringing sessions set the tone. Later in the season
three Green Woodpeckers were welcome
additions to our catches too. Warblers were well
represented but alas no Nightingales were trapped
for a second successive season.
Numbers of birds ringed in the ﬁrst half of the
season steadily increased as the ﬁne weather
appeared to beneﬁt some birds. We began to catch
plenty of juvenile birds towards the end of the
season with Blue, Great and Long-tailed Tit all
having a successful breeding season. On the ﬁnal
session of the season we caught an impressive 21
Blackcaps, the highest number of this species
ringed on a single CES ringing session. Appendix 1
gives the individual session totals for new birds and
Appendix 2 some photographs.
Recapture Information
We re-encountered 62 diﬀerent birds during 2018,
28 of these were from previous CES years. The
oldest recaptured bird a Blackbird was originally
ringed in a post-CES ringing session in 2013. The
oldest recaptured bird from a CES season was a
Willow Warbler that was ringed as an adult in July
2014 which had been recaptured in 2016 as well as
2018. The only other bird that was originally ringed
in 2014 and recaptured in 2018 was a Goldﬁnch,
this had not been re-caught in the 3 years 9 months
between ringing and recapture, bizarrely this bird
was also ringed on the same day as the Willow
Warbler.
Table 2. Species and year breakdown of
re-trapped birds caught in 2018 CES season

CES Year
Robin
Blackbird
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Willow Warbler
Long-tailed Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Treecreaper
Goldﬁnch
Bullﬁnch
TOTAL

2014

2015

2016

2017

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
1
0

0
0
1
1
1
0
0
1
1
0
0

0
2
0
1
1
0
0
3
0
0
2

1
1
1
1
0
1
2
1
1
0
3

2

5

9

12

have been reported
elsewhere in the UK as of writing. One bird was
caught that was ringed elsewhere in the UK. This
was an adult Chiﬀchaﬀ that had been previously
ringed at RSPB Hope Farm, Knapwell,
Cambridgeshire on 09/10/2013. The distance
between ringing site and Paxton was 13km, though
this bird may have migrated to Iberia and back ﬁve
times. The amazing thing about this bird was that it
was ringed by me!

Table 3. Ten longest lived birds derived from bird recaptured during
the 2018 CES season.

Number of
Re-captures

First
Capture

Latest
Capture

Duration

08/09/13 (not CES)

Blackcap
Great Tit
Robin

2
1
1

23/06/18
12/06/18
07/05/18
19/05/18
23/06/18
12/06/18
07/05/18
19/05/18
07/05/18
12/06/18

4 yrs 288 days
3 yrs 321 days
3 yrs 285 days

Willow Warbler

1
2
1
1
6
4
6

Species
Blackbird
Willow Warbler
Goldﬁnch
Long-tailed Tit
Treecreaper
Garden Warbler

26/07/14
26/07/14
04/10/14 (not CES)
10/05/15
10/05/15
10/05/15
27/06/15
10/05/15
03/10/15 (not CES)

3 yrs 227 days
3 yrs 44 days
3 yrs 33 days
2 yrs 362 days
2 yrs 326 days
2 yrs 362 days
2 yrs 252 days

At the time of writing the national data is still being
collected, so we are unable at present to make any
comparison to these trends for 2018. However, we
can compare 2018 to previous years at Paxton.
The one noticeable ﬁnding in 2018 was lack of adult
birds being caught. Our total of 118 adult birds
covering the 24 widespread species that CES is
used to monitor was the lowest seen at Paxton
since the CES in its current form began in 2007.
The positive news was that we saw the third
highest number of juvenile birds caught in the past
seven years. This we hope this seemingly
productive breeding season may increase the
numbers we may catch in 2019.
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Appendix 1
07/05 19/05 28/05 12/06 23/06 01/07 08/07 22/07 05/08 21/08 27/08 TOTAL
Visit Number
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 11 12
1
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Woodpigion
3
Great Spotted Woodpecker 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
3
Green Woodpecker
0 1 0 0 1 5 3 2 3 0 0
15
Wren
3
15
2
1 3 0
1 4 0 0 0
1
Dunnock
0
28
2
1 2
6 5
1 1 3 6
1
Robin
Blackbird
0
8
1 0
1 0
2 0 0
1 1 2
1 0
1 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 0
4
Song Thrush
0
12
1 2 0 0
1 1 1 3
1 2
Reed Warbler
0 0 0 0
6
1 0 0
1 0 0 4
Lesser Whitethroat
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 1
2
Whitethroat
1 2 0 0 5
1 3
1 2 2 2
19
Garden Warbler
4 5
4 3
1 4
1 3
2 11 21 59
Blackcap
31
7 5 6
1 1 0
2 4
1 4 0
Chiﬀchaﬀ
2 0 0 0
1 2 0
1 2 0 7
15
Willow Warbler
0
16
4 8 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0
Long Tailed Tit
0 0
29
4 0 7
1 1 0
1 12 3
Blue Tit
3
27
2 2 7 0
1 2 2
1 4 3
Great Tit
0 0 0 0
3
1 0 0
1 0 0
1
Treecreeper
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1
Jay
0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 0 0 0
1
Chaﬃnch
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1
Goldﬁnch
12
2
1 1 2 0 0
2
1 3
1 0
Bullﬁnch
0
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1
Reed Bunting
16 23 21 21 39 27 25 14 28 47 54 316
TOTAL
Appendix 1: Number of new birds ringed on each CES Visit 2018

Status
R
O
O
V
O
O
R
R
A
V
A
V
A
O
W
R
W
R
A
A
V

Paxton Pits Species List

R
A
W
V
V
R
O
V
V
V
W
W
V
W
V
R
A
V
R
V
V
V

Mute Swan
Bewick’s Swan
Whooper Swan
Bean Goose
Pink-footed Goose
White-fronted Goose
Graylag Goose
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose
Brent Goose
Egyptian Goose
Ruddy Shelduck
Shelduck
Mandarin Duck
Wigeon
Gadwall
Teal
Mallard
Pintail
Garganey
Blue-winged Teal
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Shoveler
Red-crested Pochard
Pochard
Ring-necked Duck
Ferruginous Duck
Tufted Duck
Scaup
Eider Duck
Long-tailed Duck
Common Scoter
Goldeneye
Smew
Red-breasted Merganser
Goosander
Ruddy Duck
Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partrige
Quail
Pheasant
Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
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A
R
V
V
A
V
V
R
V
W
R
A
R
V
V
V
V
V
A
A
V
V
V
R
R
O
R
V
A
S
A
R
V
X
R
R
V
V
S
A
V
S
P
X
V
W
A
R
O
O
O
A
V
V
V

Little Grebe
Great Crested Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Fulmar
Gannet
Cormorant
Shag
Bittern
Little Egret

O
P
P
A
W
W
P
A
P
P
V
R
P
W
P
P
A
V
V
V
V
O
P
R
W
R
R
A
O
V
V
W
V
V
V
O
V
S
P
V
P
V
V
V
V
R
R
R
R
S
V
S
R
A
A

Great White Egret
Grey Heron
Purple Heron
White Stork
Black Stork
Spoonbill
Honey Buzzard
Red Kite
Marsh Harrier
Hen Harrier
Montagu’s Harrier
Goshawk
Sparrow Hawk
Buzzard
Osprey
Kestrel
Red-footed Falcon
Merlin
Hobby
Peregrine Falcon
Water Rail
Spotted Crake
Corncrake
Moorhen
Coot
Crane
Stone Curlew
Oystercatcher
Avocet
Black-winged Stilt
Little Ringed Plover
Ringed Plover
Killdeer
American Golden Plover
Golden Plover
Grey Plover
Lapwing
Knot
Sanderling
Temminck’s Stint
Little Stint
Baird’s Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
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Curlew Sandpiper
Dunlin
Ruff
Jack Snipe
Snipe
Woodcock
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Curlew
Whimbrel
Spotted Redshank
Redshank
Greenshank
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Turnstone
Red-necked Phalarope
Grey Phalarope
Arctic Skua
Pomarine Skua
Mediterranean Gull
Little Gull
Black-headed Gull
Common Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Herring Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Caspian Gull
Iceland Gull
Glaucous Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Kittiwake
Sabine’s Gull
Caspian Gull
Sandwich Tern
Roseate Tern
Common Tern
Arctic Tern
Little Tern
Black Tern
White-winged Black Tern
Whiskered Tern
Guillemot
Little Auk
Rock/Feral Pigeon
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Collard Dove
Turtle Dove
Rose-ringed Parakeet
Cuckoo
Barn Owl
Little Owl
Tawny Owl
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O
O
V
S
V
R
V
V
R
R
V
V
R
S
S
S
V
O
W
O
V
S
R
R
V
R
R
R
S
V
O
A
W
P
V
R
W
R
W
R
R
A
S
V
S
V
S
S
S
S
V
V
R
S
R

O
S
V
O
R
R
V
A
R
R
V
R
V
V
V
R
X
R
R
R
R
A
R
V
R
V
R
W
R
R
W
R
V
W
V

Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Nightjar
Swift
Alpine Swift
Kingsher
Hoopoe
Wryneck
Green Woodpecker
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Woodlark
Skylark
Sand Martin
Swallow
House Martin
Richard’s Pipit
Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Water Pipit
Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Waxwing
Wren
Robin
Dunnock
Nightinggale
Black Redstart
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear
Ring Ouzel
Blackbird
Fieldfare
Song Thrush
Redwing
Mistle Thrush
Cetti’s Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler

Firecrest
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Bearded Tit
Long-tailed Tit
Marsh Tit
Willow Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Golden Oriol
Great Grey Shrike
Red-backed Shrike
Jay
Nutcracker
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Raven
Starling
Rose-coloured Starling
House Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Chafnch
Brambling
Greennch
Goldnch
Siskin
Linnet
Twite
Lesser Redpoll
Mealy Redpoll

KEY

R
S
W
P
A
O
V
X

Sedge Warbler
Marsh Warbler
Reed Warbler
Great Reed Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Yellow-browed Warbler
Wood Warbler
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
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Resident
Summer Visitor
Winter/Non-breeding
Passage Migration
Occasional (Annual)
Occasional (<Annual)
Vagrant (<=3 over 10 years)
Not in the Last 50 Years

Mammals of Paxton Pits, Little Paxton Village and Surrounding Area, Year 2018

MAMMALS
2018

If one excludes bats, the English mammal list is
quite short. Even so, we don't have good records
for small mammals and most sightings of the bigger
species, or even the most abundant species like
rabbits, go unreported. All species are interesting
but we would be particularly pleased to get any
recent records of Hedgehogs (Erinaceinae) on the
Reserve.

Rabbits
(Oryctolagus)

It is perfectly understandable that no-one ever
reports rabbits. They are everywhere, aren't they?
In 2018 we lost nearly all of our rabbits, presumably
to Rabbit Haemorrhaging Virus (version 2) which is
widespread across the country and has been
conﬁrmed to kill hares too. From a point a few years
ago when we thought we had too many rabbits, we
are now in the position of not having enough.
Rabbits modify their environment a great deal,
being the principle grazers and burrowers on the
Reserve. They are also important in the food chain,
providing meat for carrion eaters and predators. It
is going to be interesting to see the impact that the
lack of rabbits has, unless they bounce back.
Rabbits are still present on the Reserve in small
numbers and the low density of their new
distribution may make them less vulnerable to the
spread of infection.

Hares
(Lepus europaeus)

They are rarely sighted on the Reserve but do
occur around Diddington and so should be sighted
in the quarry from time to time.

Squirrels
(Scluridae)

The only species of squirrel to be found at Paxton
Pits is the American grey squirrel. Confusion arises
because we always have a few melanistic “black
squirrels” on the site. One often visits the bird table
at the visitor centre and others have been seen
along the Ouse Valley Way near the junction with
the river trail. (A point of interest is that dormice are
in the same suborder as squirrels, not mice. They
occur in Brampton Wood but are unlikely to reach
Paxton Pits which is not really suitable for them.
Paxton Wood might make a good site for a 'nestbox
scheme' for these secretive little animals.)

Deer
(Muntiacini)

Muntjac go unreported simply because we see
them every day. The best places to guarantee
seeing them are on the arable ﬁelds and from the
Visitor Centre window. Muntjac (males and
females) often come to feed under the bird tables,
both at night and in the daytime. Other species of
deer are seen in the area, including March 23rd
Fallow Deer (Dama dama), seen by several people
on the Ouse Valley Way.

Moles
(Talpa europaea)

They are particularly numerous in the meadows
below the Visitor Centre where there is a
reasonable amount of soil, though they do turn up
in the barren gravel areas as well. Deeper soil
makes it easier to dig and provides better habitat for
earthworms that don't like dry sandy soil.

Shrews
(Eulipotyphla)

Our mammal list includes common, pigmy and
water shrews but none of these was reported this
year. Water shrews visit small ponds and ditches
and often leave pieces of pond snail shell on the
bank. The smaller shrews are mostly found near
the village when cats abandon their corpses.

Mice
(Mus)

Wood Mice (Apodemus sylvaticus) are widespread
on the site and sometimes get into the Visitor
Centre. One was seen regularly beneath the
feeders in February. Most of our sightings come
from the nest-box team who ﬁnd dead mice and
mice bones were found in at least one owl pellet.
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Harvest Mouse (Micromys minutus) numbers
ﬂuctuate but a thorough search would undoubtedly
ﬁnd them. The main places to look are around the
arable ﬁelds and in the margins of the lower
meadow. Yellow Necked Mice (Apodemus
ﬂavicollis) have been recorded in Huntingdon, but
never at Little Paxton.

Rats
(Rattus)

Brown rats are bound to turn up wherever there are
bird feeders and so it has proved in 2018 with
regular sightings at the Hayden Hide and one at the
Visitor Centre (in a camera trap).

Foxes
(Vulpes Vulpes)

Foxes were regularly seen around the Heronry
lakes when the water level was lowest in the
autumn. Camera traps also picked them up in the
little orchard by the barn, behind the Lafarge Plant
and at the Visitor Centre. Foxes used to be seen far
more often than they are now, possibly because of
increased disturbance by visitors. If that is the
case, it may be that they have simply become more
wary and nocturnal, hence the success with
camera traps at night.

Badgers
(Taxidea taxus)

Voles
(Rodentia)

According to the Cambridge Mammal Atlas, both
Bank and Field voles are found on the Reserve.
Field Vole (Microtus agrestis) remains were found in
an owl pellet in the meadow. A Bank Vole (Myodes
glareolus) was seen in the village at St James Road
in March. Water Voles (Arvicola amphibious) are
surprisingly widespread in the county but in
isolated pockets. In 2018, boat owners in Little
Paxton reported them along the river close to the
village, but these sightings were never conﬁrmed. It
is to be hoped that the local population will recover
if Mink (Neovison vison) numbers stay low.

Otters

In contrast to foxes, badgers (or at least signs of
badgers) are more widespread on the site than
ever. Latrines and diggings are almost everywhere
and it is diﬃcult to put out a camera overnight and
not get a badger in the lens. Of course, we almost
never see them as they are extremely nocturnal.
However, on the 21st December one was seen
crossing the path behind the Environmental
Education Centre at 11:30 am.

Weasles
(Mustela)

Peter Cariuk sent us a photo taken on the Reserve
in March. This was the only report.

(Lutrinae)

Stoats

Sightings are spread over the year. One was seen
on April 10th and on April 17th one was seen in the
quarry. April 22nd no less than four were seen from
the Kingﬁsher Hide. May 9thfrom Bill's Bench and
also on 28th and 29th, In August we had multiple
sightings, including 2 on 8th and four on the 9th.
One was seen on the 12th at Cobham Hide, 3 on
August 16th and 24th. The last sighting was on
December 22nd on the Ouse Valley Way near
Washout Pit.

(Mustela erminea):

Otter tracks

On the 28th January, one crossed the road in front
of the Visitor Centre.

Feral/Domestic Cats
(Felis catus)

They are a real nuisance on the Reserve because
of their eﬀect on small mammals and birds. Most
sightings come from a wildlife camera at the Visitor
Centre where two cats visited most nights in the
summer.
The Wildlife Trust ran a small mammal trapping
course on the Reserve in September 2018. Debbie
McKenzie is trying to get us a copy of the report.
Also, Grainne Farringdon has looked at mammal
remains in owl pellets. Any results would be most
welcome.
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Bats
(Chiroptera)

We have had very few recent bat sightings
recorded on the Reserve.
Bats have been recorded in Paxton Pits by the
Cambridgeshire Bat Group in 1995 and 2012.
Noctules (Nyctalus noctula) were noted to roost and
Barbastelle (Barbastella Barbastellus), Pipistrelles
and Myotis' (unconﬁrmed species) were heard on
detectors or seen.
Bats recorded in the past are Common Pipistrelle
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus) , Soprano Pipistrelle
(Pipistrellus pygmaeus) , Daubenton's (Myotis
daubentonii), Common Noctule and Brown Longeared (Plecotus auritus) but the records do not
identify location or other useful information.
There are two signiﬁcant roosts on the reserve

inside the walls of wooden buildings one of which is
at Moore's yard which are not identiﬁed. The
immediate local vicinity has also had sightings of
roosts of Brown Long-eared, Pipistrelle sp.,
Soprano Pipistrelle and Common Pipistrelle.
None of the sightings/detections are recent and we
aim to remedy this in 2019 with the purchase of
appropriate equipment and a comprehensive
survey of the Paxton Pits complex.
We plan to kick the surveys oﬀ with an evening talk
by an expert in April followed by an evening walk
with detectors.
We would like to build up a picture of what is about,
where bats are feeding and where they are
roosting.
Year 1 and 2 will be benchmark data with
subsequent years considering
inﬂuences/inﬂuencers to attract species.

AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES
2018
The Wildlife Survey Group commenced a new
survey of Reptiles and Amphibians in 2018. This
·
report is the ﬁrst and identiﬁes problems
encountered and results which will help form 2019
survey sites.
JANUARY
·
2nd JUNE 16th JUNE 4th AUG 27th AUG RELOCATIOS
SITE
01
02
03

·
1 TOAD

04

·

05
06

Plan for 2019

07
LOST

08
09

FOUND

LOST

SNAKE POO
ACCESS
DIFFICULT

10
11

2 GRASS
SNAKES

12

LOST

RELOCATED

13
RELOCATED

14
15
EMPTY

POTENTIAL

DISTURBED

Current relocation of survey sites: January and
February 2019
Addition of up to 10 refugia sites and in February/March
2019.
Addition of transparent refugia sheets to 2 compost
areas. Ideal for surveying slow worms and other reptiles
without disturbing the delicate temperature
microclimates. February 2019.
As the site is quite large the survey areas will be split into
4 routes.
Route 1 Meadow trail west: New areas in cow meadow
near visitors centre and near allotments at Rudd lake
and Hayling Lake depending upon access (3 refugia
required)

16
NO ACCESS
/DIFFICULT

time for surveying is March to May.
Winter months are poor as reptiles will be
hibernating underground. Summer months
of July and August are diﬃcult as reptiles
do not require the heat of a refugia.
Access that was possible during stationing
of refugia was not possible once the
nettles and brambles had grown.
Disturbance caused by people moving the
refugia and diﬃculty in placement due to
walker's routes.
Reptiles are shy and elusive creatures.

FOUND

2 visits in 1 year to nearly every refugia.

Many sites show promise. 2 snakes were found
and snake poo was found in another refugia.
There have been various sightings reported of
Grass Snake (Natrix natrix) swimming in North and
South Heronry Lakes and also Grass Snake
basking in sun at Rory's Wood.
Problems encountered:
·
Identiﬁcation of sites and surveying
commenced too late in the year. Prime

Route 2 East of Meadow trail: New territory suggested
(3-5 refugia required)
Route 3: Heronry East and up to Island Pit: Additional
refugia areas will attempt again to get a refugia that is
accessible in East side of East Scrub and west side
opposite mooring meadow. This will be limited due to
walker disturbances and ease of access due to
brambles and nettles. (3-5 refugia required)
Route 4: West and North Sides of Heronry lakes: These
areas will require new refugia including a site in Rory's
wood. (5 refugia required)
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We tend to look for amphibians in ponds because
that’s where they breed, but turn over a log or stone
and you will often ﬁnd newts, frogs and toads.
Frogs’ skins need to be moist pretty much all the
time, while newts and toads are capable of
surviving quite dry conditions. This explains why
we seldom ﬁnd frogs a long way from water but we
ﬁnd newts and toads in the middle of woods and
ﬁelds.

cannibals. It is rare to ﬁnd a “full set” of amphibians
in our ponds because they compete with each
other and eat each others tadpoles.
In some years we look forward to seeing the mass
migration of toadlets from Hayling Lake to the
allotments and elsewhere, but the summer of 2018
was a record breaker for heat and drought.
Perhaps this explains why we didn’t see them? If

A team of ecologists employed by Aggregate
Industries is working on schemes to create newt
habitat as part of the restoration plan. They have
found Great-crested Newts out in the ﬁelds west
of Haul Road where our new reed-bed will
eventually be. On the Reserve the top spot to ﬁnd
Great-crested Newts is the garden pond at the
Visitor Centre and the best time to see them is on a
summer’s night using a torch. They also turn up
under bricks and rocks at the Environment
Education Centre.

they had any sense they would have stayed close
to the lake until the rains eventually came. Of
course, they could have chosen to move on dewy
nights when the temperature fell.

Smooth Newts are more widespread on the
Reserve than Great-crested Newts, occurring in
all the same places, but also in the bigger lakes,
despite the presence of predatory ﬁsh and birds.
The dragonﬂy pond is now ﬁsh free, which might
explain the large number of tadpoles there in the
spring of 2018. Toads and frogs were in the pond at
the same time and both kinds of spawn were found.
Only toads were reported from Cobham hide last
year but that does not mean that frogs were not
there too as they were in 2017.
Any adult amphibian is constantly under threat
from predators; even domestic cats eat them; but
the threat is far greater for tadpoles. Birds, ﬁsh,
water voles, dragonﬂy nymphs and great diving
beetles eat them and the tadpoles themselves are

BUTTERFLIES
2018

We continually receive reports from visitors of the
species seen around the Reserve. Whilst this is
very useful information we feel that the records we
have do not show a true reﬂection of the butterﬂy
population that was present during the year.
We tried to improve this situation by introducing a
number of initiatives in 2017 and 2018. These
were; taking part in the national Big Butterﬂy Count,
encouraging visitors to record their sightings either
in the visitor book or on-line and asking wardens to
complete a chart following site checks around the
Reserve in 2017. These simple tasks have
increased the data gathered but not always
consistently. We're hoping our new Web site being
developed will help with this issue.
A transect recording system was used (between
2005 and 2007) which contributed to the national
monitoring scheme. The transect covered a route
through the Reserve which included the east bank
of Heronry South, the north edge of Peter's ﬁeld
and along the river to the south end of Island Pit.
The transect initiated in 2018 encompassed part of
the original route together with parts of the Meadow
Trail that had shown signiﬁcant butterﬂy activity
from other sightings data. The transect proved to
be successful but time consuming and will be
reﬁned for 2019 surveys.
Like the Paxton Breeding Bird Survey, the purpose
is not to evaluate absolute numbers of butterﬂies
but to provide a trend over time of the various
species inhabiting the Reserve and the habitats
they use. The 2018 data from the transect surveys
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FPPNR

Buttery & Dragony Transect
Observers Names

Date

Start Time

Finish Time

Finish
Start

2018 Buttery & Dragony Transect

is shown below.
The Wider Countryside Butterﬂy Survey (WCBS)
monitoring was adopted and the butterﬂies counted
by the Pollard Walk method. The advantages to this
approach were;
I)
We could manage the number of surveys
required (min of 4 and we conducted 7)
ii)
Our data can be linked to our British Trust for
Ornithology (BTO) site that is still under
development
iii)
The methodology is approved by the
national charity Butterﬂy Conservation
iv)
A consistent approach to recording data
Buttery

Numbers The Transect Data Summary
seen in
7 Surveys shows that 17 species (an

The list shown in the table is the standard form used
by Butterﬂy Conservation. We would not expect to
see Wood White and Large Heath. Small Heath is
becoming more common and has been seen at
Barford Road as well.
You will observe that seven surveys were
conducted in 2018. This meant that our data
complied with the criteria used by Butterﬂy
Conservation. (For more information about the
conditions for butterﬂy surveys go to the Butterﬂy
Conservation website).
The increase in data arising from the transects and
other sources has generated further thinking about
our data capture and subsequent analysis which
we will try to address for 2019 and future years.
At present the report is a resume of the data
gathered this year with some references to
historical information. It has revealed some
interesting facts which will be discussed and
reﬂected upon, such as the causes for the variety
and number of species seen year on year.
From the analysis of our data and that noted by the
Cambridgeshire Butterﬂy Society (CBS) for the
year 2018, the following key points have become
apparent::I)
Camberwell Beauty (Nymphalis antiopa)
has not been seen at Paxton since 2006 and
not recorded by CBS either.
ii)
Purple Hairstreak (Favonius quercus) has
been seen for the ﬁrst time since 2012 with
several sightings by CBS.

iii)
Essex Skipper
0
average score) were seen
4
Small Skipper
during the 2018 survey
1
Large Skipper
period. This is comparable
0
Clouded Yellow
with the other organisations
Wood White
0
iv)
Orange-Tip
14
mentioned in the report and
Brimstone
28
contradicts the predicted
Large White
13
theory that this would be a
60
Small White
very good year for species.
Green-veined White
13
0
Brown Argus
This is true for a few species,
v)
0
Small Copper
whose numbers have
1
Common Blue
signiﬁcantly increased in
8
Holly Blue
2018, but not for many
32
Speckled Wood
species who were aﬀected
Wall
0
0
Marbled White
(some severely) by an
10
Gatekeeper
unseasonal spring and very
21
Meadow Brown
hot summer. This weather
4
Red Admiral
pattern caused a lack of
0
Painted Lady
nectar to be produced and the
3
Small Tortoiseshell
3
Peacock
situation lasted for several
3
Comma
months. The list shown in the
1
Ringlet
table is the standard form
0
Small Heath
used by Butterﬂy
0
Large Heath
0
Conservation. We would not
Silver-washed Fritillary
expect to see Wood White and Large Heath. Small Heath is becoming
more common and has been seen at Barford Road as well.
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Purple Hairstreak

Photo by JS

Silver washed Fritillary (Argynnis paphia)
has not been seen since 2014 at Paxton
despite numerous recordings by CBS.
Common Grayling (Hipparchia semele) has
never been seen at Paxton and does not
feature on any recent reference by CBS.
Green Hairstreak (Callophrys rubi) was
recorded on the Reserve for the ﬁrst time.
Green Hairstreak

Stock Photo
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1

The graph below shows data for 2018 (up to the time of publication)
compared with historical data.
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Several other species have been recorded in 2018
despite being uncommon for the area. They are;
Wall Brown ( Lasiommata megeria ), Small Heath
(Coenonympha pamphilus) and Clouded Yellow (Colias
croceus). Our sightings compare favourably with
those noted by CBS.
Some others have increased in sightings, possibly
due to this year's warm summer and despite an
unseasonable spring, Green-veined White (Pieris
napi ), Comma ( Polygonia c-album ) and Orange Tip
(Anthocharis cardamines).
There are others whose recorded sightings have
dramatically increased this year, such as Small
White (Pieris rapae), Peacock (Aglais io) and Brimstone
(Gonepteryx rhamni). Finally, there are those species
whose sighting diminished this year, Essex Skipper
(thymelicus lineola), Marbled White (Melanargia galathea) and
Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta).
These observations do have some correlation to
the CBS summary and the Big Butterﬂy Count
review but not entirely. They note “a good year
generally for Whites but a serious concern for the
Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae).” Our numbers for
this butterﬂy have remained fairly constant in
recent years.

Av. No from 08 to 16

2017

2018

The data from 2017 & 2018 has also provided us
with some indication of where the recorded
sightings have taken place on the Reserve.
Number of Species in each Area
of the Reserve for 2017 & 2018
30

2

20
10

3

Heron Trail

Other areas

Transect route

The following information for each species of
butterﬂy shows the months in which they were
observed and recorded. There may be many other
sightings but the data has not been recorded in an
accessible place for Paxton to use. This data is
correct at the time of publication.

1...Clouded Yellow
2...Wall
3...Green-veined White
4...Brimstone

Large White

5...Small Tortoiseshell

4

Meadow Trail

(Pieris brassicae)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

5
First seen on 14th May, last seen on 31st August

Small White

(Pieris rapae)

J F M A M J J A S O N D
First seen on 31st March, last seen on 31st August

Although the quantity of data for 2018 has
signiﬁcantly increased, the overall top ten species
by abundance has not dramatically changed when
compared with historical information.
Of course, there are exceptions;
e.g. Orange Tip
(Anthocharis cardamines).

Green-veined White
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(Pieris napi)

J F M A M J J A S O N D
First seen on 15th April, last seen on 11th October
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Large Skipper (Ochlodes sylvanus)
(Anthocharis cardamines)

Orange Tip

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 31st March, last seen on 21st May

First seen on 24th June, last seen on 3rd July

Clouded Yellow

Essex Skipper

(Colias croceus)

(Thymelicus lineola)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 2nd July, last seen on 25th September

Not seen this year

Brimstone

Wall Brown

(Goneptexrye rhamni)

(lasiommata megera)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 16th March, last seen on 13th July

First seen on 27th July, last seen on 27th July

Small Tortoiseshell

Peacock

(Aglais urticae)

(Aglais io)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 23rd April, last seen on 25th September

First seen on 6th April, last seen on 27th July

Red Admiral

Painted Lady

(Vanessa stalanta)

(Vanessa cardui)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 18th April, last seen on 11th October

Only sighting recorded on 27th July

Comma

Common Blue

(Polygonia c-album)

(Polyommatus lcarus)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 5th April, last seen on 13th July

First seen on 31st March, last seen on 20th August

Holly Blue

Marbled White

(Celastrina argiola)

(Melanargia galathea)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 20th May, last seen on 14th August

Not seen this year

Brown Argus

Small Copper

(Aricia agestis)

(Lycaena phlaeas)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 20th May, last seen on 10th September

First seen on 20th May, last seen on 10th September

Ringlet

Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina)

(Aphantopus hyperantus)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 24th June, last seen on 3rd July

First seen on 13th June, last seen on 14th August

Gatekeeper (Pyronia tithonus)

Speckled Wood (Pararge aegeria)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 1st July, last seen on 14th August

First seen on 31st April, last seen on 11th October
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Small Heath (Coenonympha pamphilus)

(Thymelicus sylvestris)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

First seen on 24th June, last seen on 3rd July

First seen on 9th June, last seen on 10th September

For the latest information about
Butterﬂy and Moth sightings on the Reserve,
check Jim's blog (Head Ranger) on the
Paxton Pits web site:

Green Hairstreak (Callophrys rubi)

J F M A M J J A S O N D

www.paxton-pits.org.uk

First seen on 14th May, last seen on 21st May

Rank
Top 10 Species from
Top 10 Species from
Position Transect Surveys 2018 Big Butterﬂy Count 2018

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Top 10 Species from
other areas on the
Reserve 2018

Top 10 Species from
the Reserve 2008-2016

Top 10 Species from
the Reserve 2018

Small White

Small White

Small White

Brimstone

Small White

Speckled Wood

Large White

Brimstone

Comma

Red Admiral

Brimstone

Gatekeeper

Meadow Brown

Peacock

Brimstone

Meadow Brown

Peacock

Orange Tip

Red Admiral

Meadow Brown

Orange Tip

Meadow Brown

Large White

Small White

Gatekeeper

Large White

Common Blue

Peacock

Meadow Brown

Small Copper

Comma

Common Blue

Large White

Green-veined White Green-veined White
Gatekeeper

Speckled Wood

Common Blue

Gatekeeper

Peacock

Holly Blue

Red Admiral

Speckled Wood

Speckled Wood

Common Blue

Red Admiral

Small Tortoiseshell Green-veined White Small Tortoiseshell

Brown Argus

MOTHS
2018

Following a review of our signiﬁcant data gaps,
which were highlighted in the 2017 report, it was
decided to conduct a moth survey. The survey took
place in the East Scrub (TL20026313) on 21st July
2018 between 21:30 and midnight under the

guidance of Barry Dickerson (BD). The weather
was warm and humid. Despite the few attendees
the survey was a success with 73 species
identiﬁed. (There were also macro and micromoths
in addition and thousands of caddis ﬂies!)

The Leopard Moth (Zeuzera pyrina) captured for study
during the survey and subsequently released.
The highlight of the evening was the ﬁrst ever
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record of a Tree-lichen Beauty (Cryphia algae) at
Paxton. Indeed, this record was very noteworthy
since it had never before been recorded so far
north in the UK. (BD)
Tree-lichen Beauty

The codes quoted are from the reference number
system devised by Bradley JD and Fletcher DS
(1979) for the checklist of British Lepidoptera.
Common Name
Leopard Moth

Scientic Name
Zeuzera pyrina
Argyresthia goedartella

Bird-cherry Ermine
Apple ermine
Diamond-back Moth

Yponomeuta envonymella
Yponomeuta malinellus
Zeuzera pyrina
Carcina quercans
Agapeta hamana

Barred Fruit-tree Tortrix
Dark Fruit-tree Tortrix
Red-barred Tortrix

Pandemis cerasana
Pandemis heparana
Pandemis heparana
Hedya salicella
Cydia splendana

Garden Grass-veneer

Chrysoteuchia culmella
Agriphila straminella
Agriphila tristella
Catoptria pinella

Of the species recorded on the night, the Mother of
Pearl (Pleuroptya ruralis);

Donacaula forﬁcella

Water Veneer
Ringed China-mark

Mother of Pearl

Acentria ephemerella
Parapoynx stratiotata
Pyrausta purpuralis
Udea prunalis

Mother of Pearl

Pleuroptya ruralis

Drinker
Pebble Hook-tip
Peach Blossom
Small Fan-footed Wave
Riband Wave
Large Twin-spot Carpet
Shaded Broad-bar
Common Carpet
Small Phoenix
July Highyer
Tissue
Dark Umber
Clouded Border
Brimstone Moth
Canary-shouldered Thorn
Willow Beauty
Swallow Kitten

Euthrix potatoria

Iron Prominent
Swallow Prominent

Notodonata dromedarius

Coxcomb Prominent
Pale Prominent

Ptilodon capucina

Yellow-tail

Euproctis similis

Euzophera pinguis

Stock Photo

Dark Arches ( Apamea monoglypha ); Ringed
China-mark (Parapoynx stratiotata)
Ringed China-mark

Stock Photo

and Common Wainscot (Mythimna pallens) were
the most common.

The full list of moths recorded during the
survey, is shown in the following tables.

Drepana falcataria
Thyatira batis
Idaea biselata
Idaea aversata
Xanthorhoe quadrifasiata
Scotopteryx chenopodiata
Epirrhoe alternata
Ecliptopera silaceata
Hydriomena furcata
Triphosa dubitata
Philereme transversata
Lomaspilis marginata
Opisthograptis luteolata
Ennomos ainiaria
Peribatodes rhomboidaria
Furcula furcula

Pheosia tremula
Pterostoma palpina

White Satin

Leucoma salicis

Black Arches
Dingy Footman

Lymantria monacha

Rugby Tiger
Shuttle-shaped Dart

Phragmatobia fuliginosa

Flame Shoulder
Large Yellow Underwing

Ochropleura plectra

Broad-bordered Yellow underwing

Euproctis similis
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Eilema griseola

Agrotis puta
Noctua pronuba

Code

161
411
424
426
464
658
937
970
972
1010
1086
1260
1293
1304
1305
1313
1329
1331
1348
1362
1390
1405
1470
1640
1648
1652
1702
1713
1726
1732
1738
1759
1777
1790
1792
1887
1906
1913
1937
1997
2000
2007
2008
2011
2030
2031
2033
2044
2064
2092
2102
2107
2030

Moths of Paxton Pits, Little Paxton Village and Surrounding Area, Year 2018

Common Name
Lesser Broad-bodied Yellow Underwing
Double Square-spot
Bright-line Brown-eye
Clay
Smoky Wainscot
Common Wainscot
Grey Dagger
Coronet
Tree-lichen Beauty
Dingy Shears
Dun-bar
Lunar-spotted Pinion
Dark Arches
Cloaked Minor
Mere Wainscot
Dusky Swallow
Uncertain
Scarce Silver-lines
Silver Y
Straw Dot
Snout

Scientic Name
Noctua janthe
Xestia triangulum
Lacanobia oleracea
Mythimna ferrago
Mythimna impura
Mythimna pallens
Acronicta psi
Craniophora ligustri
Cryphia algae
Parastichtis ypsillon
Cosmia trapezina
Cosmia pyralina
Apamea monoglypha
Mesoligia furuncula
Chortodes ﬂuxa
Eremobia ochroleuca
Hoplodrina alsines
Bena bicolorana
Autographa gamma
Rivula sericealis
Hypena proboscidalis

Code

2111
2128
2160
2193
2198
2199
2284
2291
2292
2314
2318
2319
2321
2341
2349
2352
2381
2421
2441
2474
2477

Common Grass-veneer (Agriphila tristella); Large
Red Underwing (Catocala nupta); Riband Wave (Idaea
aversata) and Mullein caterpillars (Cucullia verbasci).

Mullen Caterpillar
Paxton regulars, Hummingbird Hawk-moth
( Macroglossum stellatarum ); Elephant Hawk-moth
(Deilephila elpenor) and Emperor Moth (Saturnia pavonia)
have been observed at the northern end of the
Reserve again this year.
Elephant
Hawk-moth

The most common daytime moth observations
from around the Reserve were; Silver-Y Moth
(Autographa gamma); Six Spot Burnet Moth (Zygaena
ﬁlipendulae) and the Cinnabar (Tyria jacobaeae) [albeit in
caterpillar form].

Emperor Moth
Silver-y
Moth

Six Spot
Burnet Moth
Photos from around the Reserve by Jim Stevenson, Annette
hemming-Allen,
Eddie Sutcliﬀe et al.

A list of the moths recorded at Paxton can be
found at www.paxton-pits.org.uk
Cinnabar
Moth
Caterpillars
Other species that have been recorded by the
Wildlife Monitoring Group (WMG) this year are the
Shaded Broad-bar ( S c o t o p t e r y x c h e n o p o d i a t a );

Please note that this information is being updated
by Barry Dickerson for our new web site. We now
have 678 species on the Paxton record list.
For the latest information about Moth sightings on
the Reserve, check Jim's blog (Senior Ranger) on
the Paxton Pits web site: www.paxton-pits.org.uk
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DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES
2018

'I am pleased to report this year at the pits has been
very good for dragonﬂies.The season was again
late to start as my ﬁrst dragonﬂies were in late April.
Mostly damsels with a few hairy dragonﬂies.
The Wildlife Monitoring Group (WMG) did not
record any dragonﬂies and damselﬂies until May.
Although we certainly support Graham Taplin's
comment about it being a good season overall with
June, July and August being signiﬁcant for
sightings and 'September has been good for
migrant hawkers and common darters but because
the month has been cooler generally there have
been fewer dragonﬂies ﬂying except on warmer
sunny days.' (GT)

Other areas of the Reserve and its' immediate
environment have also produced many sightings of
dragonﬂies and damselﬂies throughout the
summer with the Common Blue Damselﬂy being
particularly prevalent. However, the highlight of the
year was the ﬁrst sighting (according to historical
records) of a Willow Emerald (Chalcolestes viridis) at
Paxton. There were a few sightings near Cloudy Pit
and very noteworthy since the species has only
been recorded in Cambridgeshire (BDS) since
2016.
Photos by Ian Dawson & Jim Stevenson

Number of Species in each Area of the
Reserve for 2017 (Blue) & 2018 (Orange)
20
15

18
15

13

12
10

10

7

7

5
Meadow
Trail

Heron
Trail

Other
Areas

Transect

Willow Emerald Damsely
Listed below are the dragonﬂies and damselﬂies
seen at Paxton this year and their ﬁrst recorded
sightings. We welcome all sightings.
Please record in the visitor book or on-line at:
https://sites.google.com/site/paxtonpitsnaturereserve/wildlife/latest-sightings

The Wider Countryside Butterﬂy Survey (WCBS)
monitoring was adopted and the
dragonﬂies/damselﬂies counted by the Pollard
Walk method. The advantages to this approach

Those dragonﬂies and damselﬂies marked with an
asterisk were recorded during our annual survey
on the 3rd July.

were;
I)

Emperor Dragonﬂy* (Anax imperator)
First recorded on 7th June. Many seen several
times in June and July. Last seen on the 22nd
Sept. (Transect)

ii)
iii)
iv)

We could manage the number of surveys
required (minimum of 4 and we conducted 7)
Our data can be linked to our British Trust for
Ornithology (BTO) site that is still under
development
The methodology is approved by the British
Dragonﬂy Society
A consistent approach to recording data

Lesser Emperor (Anax parthenope)
Has not been recorded in Cambridgeshire this
year.

Our annual dragonﬂy and damselﬂy survey, under
the guidance of Mick Parﬁtt, was recorded on 3rd
July and used the transect route described above.
This year we recorded 17 species with the weather
starting hot and getting hotter.
A visit by the Cambridgeshire branch of the British
Dragonﬂy Society (BDS) on May 28th (with a few
members visiting on May 26th) recorded 10
species of dragonﬂy and damselﬂy around Hayling
Lake and the River Trail. These were; Norfolk
Hawker (Aeshna isosceles), Scarce Chaser (Libellula
fulva ), Variable Damselﬂy ( Coenagrion pulchellum ),
Banded Demoiselle (Calopteryx splendens), Fourspotted Chaser (Libellula quadrimaculata), Common
Blue (Enallagma cyathigerum), Azure Blue (Coenagrion
puella), Red-eyed Damselﬂy (Erythromma najas), Bluetailed Damselﬂy (Ischnura elegans) and Black-tailed
Skimmer (Orthetrum cancellatum).

Migrant Hawker (Aeshna mixta)
August 10th the ﬁrst Migrant Hawkers (Aeshna mixta)
were showing well along the meadow trail, and by
the river. Last seen on the 11th Oct.
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Migrant Hawker
Photo by Peter Wood
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Southern Hawker* (Aeshna cyanea)
June 21st several sightings of singles of southern
hawkers along the meadow trail near the
Riverside Trail. Last seen on the 25th August
(Transect).

Scarce Chaser* (Libellula fulva)
First recorded on 21st May. Many sightings after
this date; BDS on their visit on 28th May, the
Wildlife Survey Group on 6th June and 1st July,
during the transects of 2nd June and 3rd July.

Brown Hawker* (Aeshna grandis)
First seen on 24th June brown hawkers were
showing along the meadow trail. Last seen on the
25th August transect.

Red-Eyed Damselﬂy* (Erythromma najas)
First spotted on May 28th by BDS around Hayling
Lake. An abundance recorded during the
transects of 2nd June, 3rd and 28th July. There
were also very good numbers at Sandy.

Norfolk Hawker* (Aeshna isosceles)
First observed on 7th May. Observed on May
26th and 28th by BDS around Hayling Lake.
June 3rd the Norfolk Hawkers appeared and
showed well in many areas of the Reserve, even
as far as the river walk and yard. [Some people
may have identiﬁed this species as the greeneyed hawker] There were dozens of Norfolk
Hawkers along the meadow trail on July 3rd
during a transect observation.
Norfolk Hawker

Small Red-Eyed Damselﬂy (Erythromma viridulum)
First spotted on June 24th on the Reserve. Only
observed on the transect on July 28th. Last
recorded on August 31st.
Large Red Damselﬂy (Pyrrhosoma nymphula)
Not recorded at Paxton in 2018 and only in
Cambridgeshire on 4th and 6th May.
White-Legged Damselﬂy (Platycnemis pennipes)
Has not been recorded in Cambridgeshire in
2018 and not at Paxton since 2006.

Photos by Jim Stevenson

Variable Damselﬂy* (Coenagrion pulchellum)
First spotted on the transect on 5th May. By BDS
around Hayling Lake on 28th May as in 2017.
Further sightings by Wildlife Monitoring Group on
6th June and the transect on 2nd June and 3rd
July.
Common Hawker (Aeshna juncea)
None recorded at Paxton in 2018.

Azure Damselﬂy* (Coenagrion puella)
First spotted on the transect on May 5th. BDS
recorded sightings around Hayling Lake on May
28th. Many species observed during the transect
of 2nd June. Last sighted on 28th July.

Common Darter* (Sympetrum striolatum)
24th June common darters appeared and
showed well along the meadow trail and by the
river during the July and August transects. Last
seen on the Reserve on 23rd October.

Common Blue Damselﬂy* (Enallagma cyathigerum)
First recorded by the Wildlife Monitoring Group
(WMG) on 15th May. Spotted on May 28th by
BDS around Hayling Lake. Continued to be
observed around the Reserve in abundance
during July and August. The transect recorded its
ﬁrst sighting on 5th May. High numbers were
recorded on subsequent surveys with 25th
August being the last sighting. The last sighting
on the Reserve was by WMG on 4th September.

Red-veined Darter (Sympetrum fonscolombii)
Not recorded at Paxton since 2006.
Ruddy Darter* (Sympetrum sanguineum)
July 3rd ruddy darters were about during our
annual survey. They were seen in good numbers
during the transect on the 25th August. Last
sighted on 5th September.

Blue-tailed Damselﬂy* (Ischnura elegans)
First noted by WMG on 15th May and on many
occasions thereafter. Spotted on May 28th by
BDS around Hayling Lake. Recorded on many
transects with the last noted on August 25th.
Common Emerald Damselﬂy* (Lestes sponsa)
Only recorded on 3rd July 2018 during our
annual survey.

Ruddy Darter
Photos by Peter Wood & Jim Stevenson
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Banded Demoiselle Damselﬂy*
((Calopteryx
Calopteryx splendens
splendens))
First recorded on May 28th by BDS around
Hayling Lake. Lots of Banded Demoiselle by the
river during the transect of June 2nd.
Male Banded Demoiselle
Damsely

Hairy Dragonﬂy* (Brachytron pratense)
First seen on the Reserve on May 21st.
Observed on our survey of 3rd July.

Female Banded Demoiselle
Damsely

Willow Emerald Damselﬂy (Chalcolestes viridis)
Has been recorded several times in
Cambridgeshire in 2018. We had the ﬁrst ever
sighting at Paxton this year. It was recorded in
September and lastly on 11th October. Seen
mostly at the beach on Cloudy Pit but also on the
meadow trail and at Bill's Bench on Heronry
South.

Photos by Graham Taplin

Black-tailed Skimmer* (Orthetrum cancellatum)
First recorded on 28th May by BDS. Singles seen
several times in June and July along the river
during the transects.

Black-tailed Skimmer

Willow Emerald Damsely

Photo by Brian Flint

OTHER INVERTEBRATES
Photo by Jim Stevenson

Broad-bodied Chaser (Libellula depressa)
Only spotted on the 2nd June transect.
White-bodied Damselﬂy (Zygoptera)
Has not been recorded in Cambridgeshire this
year.
Four-spotted Chaser* (Libellula quadrimaculata)
Four-spot Chasers were seen in good numbers
around Hayling Lake and the River Great Ouse
on May 28th by BDS. Several sightings were
recorded during June and July.

2018
The year on the Reserve began with the
expectation that two regulars would return so that
our habitat maintenance programme would be
conﬁrmed as successful. I'm pleased to report that
both species did not disappoint. The Mining Bees
(Andrena species) were as active as ever. Let us
hope that the building of the new viewing point just
beyond Hayden Hide won't aﬀect their continual
presence. The Wasp Spider (Argiope bruennichi)
again produced smiles when spotted especially
when they're increasing numbers in diﬀerent
locations is being maintained.

Mining Bee

Four Spotted Chaser

Photo by Graham Taplin

Photo by Brian Flint
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SPECIES

LATIN NAME MONTH LOCATION

Brown-heath Robberﬂy

Machimus cingulatus

House Fly

Musca domestica

Scorpion Fly

Panorpa communis

August

West Scrub

Sept

East Scrub

Cordilura ciliata
Dolichopus popularis

Migrant Hoverﬂy

Eupeodes corollae

Sap-run Hoverﬂy

Ferdinandea cuprea
Eupeodes latifasciatus
Eristalis 7species

Wasp Spider
Photo by Jim Stevenson

The Wildlife Monitoring Group (WMG) during their
six surveys this year saw the same number of
species as in 2017 but in fewer numbers for each
type. It is possible the hot, dry summer played a
role in this result. The one order to thrive in these
conditions was the (Diptera). The WMG recorded
37 species of ﬂy together with 7 species of hoverﬂy.
May was the most productive month for observing
hoverﬂies while August proved to be the most
beneﬁcial for other members of the Diptera order.
SPECIES
Hoverﬂies

LATIN NAME MONTH LOCATION
Epistrophe eligans

May

Eristalis pertinax
Eristalis tenax

Arable
ﬁelds &
Western
Hedge

Long Hoverﬂy

Sphaerophoria scripta

Superb Ant-hill Hoverﬂy

Xanthogramma pedissequum

Pale-footed Hoverﬂy

Platycerus albimanus

Footballer Hoverﬂy

Helophilus pendulus
Eristalis sepulcralis
Cheilosia impressa

Horseﬂy

Tabanidae family

Sawﬂy

Tenthredo atra

Craneﬂy

Tipula oleracea

The WMG records show that
Bees were best observed in May– (Bombus species
and Nomada species);

while Beetles were more likely to be seen in June –
(Cantharis rustica; Agapanthea villosoviridescens;
Stictoleptura rubra; Clytus arietus; Oedemera nobilis;
Platycerus caraboides);

Eristalis sp

Ladybirds in each survey month except March –

Sphaerophoria scripta

(Harmonia axyridis; Coccinella septempunctata; Adalia
bipunctata; Psyllobora vigintiduopunctata);

Syrphus ribesii
Leucozona lucorum

Bee Fly

Bombylius major

Alder Fly

Sialis lutaria

Large Fly

Winthemia variegata

Crane Fly

Tipula paludosa

April

Sanctuary

May

Arable ﬁelds
& Western
Hedge

Crane Fly (white tarsi) Dolichopeza albipes
Kite-tailed Robberﬂy Machimus atricapillus
Platystoma seminationis

Dark edge Beeﬂy

Bombyllus major

Green bottle Fly

Lucilla sericata

Dance Fly
Broad centurion Fly

Empis tesellata
Chloromyia formosa

June

Redlands
West

August

West Scrub

Chrysopilus cristatus

Marmalade Fly

Episyrphus balteatus
Helophilus pendulus

Dance Fly

Empis livida

Flesh Fly

Sarcophaga camaria

Snail Killing Fly

Ilione albiseta

Twin-lobed Deerﬂy

Chrysops relictus

Orange Fly

Phaonia pallida

Green Fly

Lucilia sericata

Spiders only noted in August – (Opiliones species;
Philodromus caespitum; Metellina species).
Other insects & bugs noted during the surveys
were – (Myrmeleotettix maculatus; Palomena prasina;
Cicadelia viridis; Forﬁcula auricularia).

During the summer months, around the Reserve,
there were many sightings of Non-biting Midges
(Chironomidae) although the swarms were small.
Caddis Flies (Trichoptera) sometimes known as
'sedge ﬂies' of which there are almost 200 species
in the UK were regularly seen. Many of these
species were observed during the moth survey in
July.Volunteers have also reported seeing Wasps
(Vespula vulgaris), Hornets (Vespa crabro), Crickets
(Gryllidae family), Grasshoppers (Orthoptera) and
Ants (Lasius niger) and (Formica rufa) throughout the
hot spell although numbers were down on previous
years. We wonder whether the lack of sightings is
also due to some children not recognising these
creatures. A session at the Education Centre
revealed that the children had diﬃculty with
identiﬁcation because many of them lived in
houses without gardens.
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White tailed bumble
bee on teasel

(Pardosa saltans)

Wasp beetle

Musk beetle

(Palomena prasina)

Photos courtesy of Graham Taplin, Jim Stevenson, Neal Parkin & Eddie Sutcliﬀe

Snails (Gastropoda)
Despite these gastropods being very common, and
a food source for many creatures, few records are
ever made in either the Visitor Book at the Centre or
on-line. Perhaps their commonality is their
undoing. A few records exist from the Wildlife
Monitoring Group over the last three years. The
species observed being; (Cepaea hortensis); (Cepaea
nemoralis); (Succinea putris); (Cornu aspersum) and
(Discus rotundatus).

(Cepaea nemoralis)
photo by Jim Stevenson

A variety of pond snails were noted at the pond at
the Visitor Centre ranging from the likes of the tiny
Dwarf Pond Snail (Lymnaea truncatula) to giants
such as the Great Pond Snail (Lymnaea stagnalis)
or Great Ramshorn (Planorbarius corneus).

Cased Caddis and Mosquito larvae photos by Freya Bambridge

Freya, a VIth form student from Mark Rutherford
School, did a study (Nuﬃeld Foundation Project)
comparing invertebrates found in a man-made
pond with a natural pond under the mentoring of
Jim Stevenson in the summer of 2018. The ponds

used in the study were the Dragonﬂy Pond, the
Garden Pond next to the Visitor Centre and Cloudy
Pit. The study provides the only records for aquatic
invertebrates (apart from dragonﬂies) this year. Her
results are shown in the table in the following
column.
The pond at the Visitor Centre is always a great
source for creature activity and conﬁrmation that
the pond is healthy. Sighted this year have been:
Great Diving Beetle (Dytiscus marginalis); Water
Boatmen (Corixa punctata) and (Notonecta glauca);
pond skaters (Gerris lacustris) and Whirligigs
(Gyrinidae family).
COMMON NAME

LATIN NAME

Water Flea

Daphnia sp.

Lesser Water Boatman

Corixa punctata

Water Mite

Hydracchnidiae

Mayﬂy Nymph

Cloeon dipterum

Mayﬂy Nymph

Cloeon simile

Greater Water Boatman

Notonecta glauca

Pond Skater

Gerris lacustris

Phantom Midge Larvae

Chaoboridae sp.

Hog Louse

Asellus aquaticus

Leech

Glossiphoniidae

Ramshorn Snail

Planorbarius corneus

Mayﬂy Nymph

Procleoeon biﬁdum

Cased Caddis

Trichoptera

Mosquito Larvae

Culicidae sp.

Saucer Bug

Llyocoris cimicoides

Great Pond Snail

Lymnaea stagnalis

Hairworm

Gordius sp.

Damselﬂy Nymphs

Odonata, Zygoptera

Dragonﬂy Nymphs
Non-biting Midge

Odonata

Flatworm

Platyhelminthes

Chironomida sp.

Freshwater Shrimp

Gammarus pulex

Water Slater

Asellus meridianus

Freshwater Limpet?

Ancylus ﬂuviatilis?

DRAGONFLY
PONDS

CLOUDY
LAKE

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y?

This diﬀerence (15 v 9 sp.) reﬂects the age of each
pond, the amount of shade and the depth of
decaying vegetable matter.
The very useful survey was a statistical one, so it
looked at abundance but did not try to catch or
identify every species present. In Cloudy Pit a lot of
species are found in deep silt on the bottom where
one would expect to ﬁnd water scorpion, water stick
insect, various water beetles and more snails. Also,
some very mobile species such as beetles
(including whirligigs) often elude capture. The only
ﬁsh represented was a stickleback. It would be very
useful to have more aquatic surveys to compare
with species lists from years gone by.
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FUNGI
2018

At the end of 2018 we collated all the existing fungi
lists from 1994 into one master list. This gave us a
total of 377 fungi recorded at Paxton Pits over that
time period.
As for 2018, the majority of the fungi listed below
come from a November survey by the Hunts Fauna
and Flora Society. We would like to thank this group
for its continuing support at Paxton Pits. Other
fungi listed were spotted by the Wildlife Monitoring
Group during an October survey. The number of
COMMON NAME

SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

SCIENTIFIC NAME

WOOD BLEWIT

Lepista nuda

FIELD BLEWIT

Lepista saeve

STUMP PUFFBALL

Lycoperdon pyriforme

LEAF PARACHUTE

Marasmius epiphyllus

DRAB BONNET

Mycena aetites

ANGEL’S BONNET

Mycena arcangeliana

IODINE BONNET

Mycena ﬁlopes
Mycena ﬂavescens

Agaricus altipes
Armillaria gallica

IVORY BONNET

Mycena ﬂavoalba

Arrhenia rickenii

COMMON BONNET

Mycena galericulata

PURPLE JELLYDISC

Ascocoryne sarcoides

BLACK MILKING BONNET

Mycena galopus var. nigra

TRIPE FUNGUS

Auricularia mesenterica

BURGUNDYDROP BONNET

Mycena haematopus

SMALL STAGHORN

Calocera cornea

GROOVED BONNET

Mycena polygramma

SILVERLEAF FUNGUS

Chodrostereum purpureum

ROSY BONNET

Mycena rosea

TROOPING FUNNEL

Clitocybe geotropa

BARK BONNET

Mycena speirea

THE MILLER

Clitopilus prunulus

FROSTY BONNET

Mycena tenerrima

GLISTENING INKCAP

Coprinellus micaceus

SNAPPING BONNET

Mycena vitilis

HARE’SFOOT INKCAP

Coprinopsis lagopus

CINNAMON NAVEL

Omphalina pyxidata

SHAGGY INKCAP

Coprinus comatus

TURF MOTTLEGILL

Panaeolus ﬁmicola

SEPIA WEBCAP

Cortinarius decipiens var. decipiens

CONICAL BRITTLESTEM

Parasola conopilea

GIRDLED WEBCAP

Cortinarius trivialis

BALD INKCAP

Parasola leiocephala

BULBOUS HONEY FUNGUS

Peniophora limitata

ROUNDSPORED OYSTERLING Crepidotus cesatii
OAK CRUST

Peniophora quercina

PEELING OYSTERLING

Crepidotus mollis

COMMON JELLY SPOT

Dacrymyces stillatus

BLUSHING BRACKET

Daedaleopsis confragosa

WRINKLED CRUST

Phlebia radiata

CRAMP BALLS

Daldinia concentrica

SHAGGY SCALYCAP

Pholiota squarrosa

PIMPLE PINKGILL

Entoloma hebes

YELLOW SHIELD

Pluteus chrysophaeus

WHITE BRAIN

Exidia thuretiana

ASHEN SHIELD

Pluteus cinereofuscus

BEEFSTEAK FUNGUS

Fistulina hepatica

SOOTY SHIELD

Pluteus ephebeus

FUNERAL BELL

Galerina marginata

DWARF SHIELD

Pluteus nanus

SOUTHERN BRACKET

Ganoderma australe

PALE BRITTLESTEM

Psathyrella candolleana

SPECTACULAR RUSTGILL

Gymnopilus junonius

Psilocybe coprophila

Hemimycena cucullata

Radulomyces conﬂuens

Peziza micropus

BLACKENING WAXCAP

Hygrocybe conica

SMOKED OYSTERLING

Reupinatus applicatus

SULPHUR TUFT

Hypholoma fasciculare var. fasciculare

OLIVE OYSTERLING

Sarcomyxa serotina

Hypocrea aureoviridis

HAZEL BRACKET

Skeletocutis nivea

Lepiota cristata

BLEEDING OAK CRUST

Stereum gausapatum

STINKING DAPPERLING
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COMMON NAME

types of fungi recorded during this year (75) was
signiﬁcantly lower than 2017 but unsurprising given
the long dry summer and lack of substantial rainfall
even into late Autumn.

SCIENTIFIC NAME

BLEEDING BROADLEAF CRUST Stereum rugosum
LUMPY BRACKET

Trametes gibbosa

TURKEYTAIL

Trametes versicolor

YELLOWING KNIGHT

Tricholoma scalpturatum

HAWTHORN TWIGLET

Tubaria dispersa

Turkeytail

(Trametes versicolor)

Tubaria furfuracea
CANDLESNUFF FUNGUS

Xylaria hypoxylon

Spectacular Rustgill
(Gymnopilus junonius)

PLANTS
2018

The Wildlife Monitoring Group (WMG) has
recorded many species during the six ﬁeld trips
undertaken this year. The total for 2017 was over
200 diﬀerent species of plants and grasses
recorded but for 2018 the number was slightly
lower at 170 species. Some are new and/or rare
and need protecting while others present a
problem due to their invasive characteristics.
The more uncommon species were again recorded
on the Reserve this year; Lady's Mantle (Alchemilla
mollis), Greater Dodder (Cuscuta europaea) and
Adder's Tongue Fern (Ophioglossum).
Nettles had a good year, regardless of the weather
cycle, with the WMG recording an abundance of
three species; Stinging (Common) Nettle (Urtica
dioica); White Dead-nettle (Lamium album) and Red
Dead-nettle (Lamium purpureum). Please note that
not all Common nettles sting. However, if your skin
was irritated by the nettle then help was at hand
with three species of Dock leaf seen around the
Reserve by WMG. [They were Broad-leaved
(Rumex obtusifolius); Curled (Rumex crispus) and
Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineus).

Dock Leaves

A multitude of thistles were recorded this year. Four
species were recorded at Redlands West on the
9th June by WMG. They were; Welted (Carduus
acanthoides); Prickly Sow (Soncher asper); Spear
(Cirsium vulgare) and Creeping Thistles (Cirsium
arvense). The meadow along the river had many
thistle plants removed together with ? by a working
party so that the silage quality was not downgraded

Stinging Nettle

Creeping Thisles
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and the animals would not be poisoned.
The hedgerows seem to have ﬂourished during this
year's uncommon weather pattern.

Blackberry
Grasses have continued to establish themselves
around the Reserve, particularly along the Meadow
Trail, with over a dozen species. Yorkshire Fog
(Holcus lanatus) continues to ﬂourish in the
meadows but is not a good fodder crop.

Blue Berry
Animals and humans alike enjoyed this summer's
earlier than normal bounty. Wild Strawberries
(Fragaria vesca) also had a good year.

Wild Strawberry

The Poaceae family of grasses with the fescue
(Festuca) types being one of the more common,
e.g. Tall Fescue (Festuca arundinacea), continue to
be seen around the Reserve. Owing to its' liking for
cool weather it was unaﬀected by the unseasonal
spring. This meant there was enough forage for the
cattle in the early part of the year.
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The excitement this year has to be our new species
for the Reserve, the Hound's-Tongue (Cynoglossum
oﬃcinale) found near the beach on Cloudy Pit by Jos
Gale during one of her plant rambles around the
Reserve. The plant is a member of the borage
family and is biennial herb. Care should be taken
when handling the plant as it has caused skin
irritations for some people.

Bee Orchid

The various orchids found on the Reserve have
again given good displays this year:
I.
The display of PyramidalOrchids (Anacamptis
pyramidalis) around Paxton
ii.
The Bee Orchids (Ophyrs apifera) at the
Sanctuary

Stock Photo

TREES & SHRUBS
2018

It may seem as if a tree lives for ever but that is not
so. Life expectancy diﬀers from species to species,
with the hardest woods like oak, yew and beech
surviving longest while birches and alders are lucky
to live more than forty years. Physical damage,
drought and disease all take their toll.
Ash die back has not turned out to be as bad as we
expected ……. so far. It helps that we don't get
much rain to assist fungal growth but a drought that
stresses the trees makes them more vulnerable.
The disease mostly eﬀects young trees that grow
close together, as at the parish boundary near
Rory's Wood.
You may have noticed that a lot of trees, including a
Spruce (Pinaceae) at Wray House, have produced
huge amounts of fruits and therefore seeds, just in
case they don't make it to next year. It's a natural
reaction to stress (if you are a tree).
Drought isn't the only cause of stress. If nutrients
are not getting up to the branches and twigs, the
cause may be drought, but it may be due to

diseases or a form of fungi that can damage the
cambium layer or the heart wood. The result is
similar in that the eﬀected limbs lose their leaves
and die.
Fungal infections are generally not a problem for a
tree that is protected by its' bark, but damage to the
bark will act as an open wound, attracting spores.
That damage may be due to a storm, a bump from a
vehicle, grey squirrel damage or perhaps another
tree falling or leaning against it. It may be due to
bad pruning, or more often, it will be due to wood
boring insects that carry the fungus with them. The
best example of this is Dutch Elm disease. You can
see a row of Elms (Ulmus) on the Ouse Valley Way
just opposite Peter's Field. These small trees have
grown from suckers, so they are clones of the trees
that grew there before. As soon as they reach a
girth of a few inches, the beetles strike again. There
is no chance of these trees developing immunity
because they are clones and have no genetic
variation in them.
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People often remark on the drastic surgery
conducted on some of our most spectacular poplar
trees. All of the biggest grey poplars eventually
succumb to an attack by the same insect. If you
look around the base of the tree, almost at ground
level, you can see exit holes, as thick as a pencil,
where the creature emerged. And what a
spectacular creature it is. It's not a beetle, but a
beautiful moth that impersonates a hornet; the
Hornet Clearwing Moth (Sesia apiformis).
What can we do about all this? When a tree dies on
a nature reserve it is best to leave it standing so that
it is colonised by beetles and other insects that are
in turn consumed by birds. Fungi start to work away
at the wood and it decays while still on its' feet.
Eventually it falls to the ground to be recycled. All
the ingredients for making the next tree are there to
be re-used. Dead trees are only a problem when
they are likely to fall on people or property.

Oxford University is our landowner on most of the
site and they do some tree safety work themselves.
The quarry also does safety work on trees or
prunes them to make better access for their
vehicles especially along the Haul Road. A lot of
pruning and coppicing is done by the electricity
companies to avoid trees touching their wires. We
even have “vigilante” anglers who take it upon
themselves to prune our trees.

Ranger Paul Claydon is one of our tree safety
rangers. He is the man who puts most of the coinsized tags on the trees around the trails and on the
riverbank. That tag means that he is monitoring it,
purely from a safety point of view.

If the state of the tree declines to a point where it is
or might be dangerous, he can call on the Council's
Tree team to make an assessment and to take
appropriate action. This may mean lopping a
branch, or doing a proper pollarding job by qualiﬁed
tree surgeons with the use of chainsaws and ropes
high above the ground. That can often save the tree
(roadside Lime trees (Malvaceae) are often
pollarded every year and can last hundreds of
years) but, with some species of tree the trunk
eventually rots and the tree has to be felled.
But that's not where the story ends. After a tree has
been felled, we are often left with a huge trunk,
some hefty branches and a load of brashings.
Woodsmen might be tempted to saw all this up into
easily portable logs and then make chips from the
brashings, but that's not what we want on the
Reserve. Deadwood is still valuable to wildlife if left
on the ground, though it decays faster than
standing deadwood. Look at an old log or under it
and you will ﬁnd a whole food web of small
creatures living there. Toads and newts are
normally the top predators under a log but badgers
have a bear-like habit of rolling the logs over or
scratching them to pieces to get at the creatures
inside.
Big logs take longer to decay than smaller ones and
the bigger beetles need big logs to breed and
mature in.
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The point needs to be made that woodland is not the most important or desired habitat at Paxton Pits and
Willow (Salix) is a particularly problematic species for us as it encroaches on all areas where the ground is
damp. As fast as we cut it down, it grows back. We used to aggressively remove Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) and Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) as they are not as native
wildlife friendly as most other species. Our new management plan allows us to take a more relaxed view on
these species as they at least provide some habitat for wildlife.
This new strategy has become more important this year because our ﬁrst Green Hairstreak (Callophrys rubi)
sighting was recorded. This butterﬂy likes scrubby unimproved habitats such as the edges of heaths. Its'
favourite larval plants are bramble, bird's foot trefoil and gorse amongst others. (Wildlife Trust) Another
returnee, Purple Hairstreak (Favonius quercus) [after several year's absence], has been seen to use turkey
oak for its' habitat in addition to native oak species. (Butterﬂy Conservation)

Green Hairstreak

Purple Hairstreak

Willow Emerald Damsely

A further outcome of this strategy is our ﬁrst sighting of the Willow Emerald (Chalcolestes viridis) damselﬂy.
This damselﬂy colonises willow, particularly branches overhanging still water. (British Dragonﬂy Society)
Photos in this report by Jim Stevenson and Pete Wood

The Oak Tree and some of its galls
For many people the Oak tree is the classic broadleaved tree of English woodland. It grows well in

Oak Tree

Aphids produce
honeydew
Silk Button

Cherry gall

Marble gall

The common Oak is the plantsman's choice. It can
give a home to birds, bats, insects and small
mammals. It manages to play host to 284 species
for part of their lives compared to only 1 species in a
yew tree.
Galls are especially visible on spring growth and
leaves and many have attractive names. The
currant lookalike, which grows in clumps, is ﬁrst to
appear.

Spangle

Next is the cherry gall, then the marble and ﬁnally
the oak apple. All these produce a soft gall which
hardens and changes colour and falls oﬀ in the
Autumn.

Leaf miner track
Oak apple gall

The next is the Sessile oak, which also grows well
and particularly in the west of the country. The
Evergreen Oak, as the name implies, is evergreen
and the latest arrival is the Turkey Oak which is
proliﬁc and fast growing.

Currant galls

Most obvious are the galls which appear on the
leaves, their purpose is to be a home for an aphid in
the leaf and then allow the aphid to emerge when
the leaves fall.

Male catkins

Report by Grainne Farrington, Illustration by David Hyde

this area (East Anglia) but isn't common. It is
scattered in hedges and ﬁelds and the fact that
there are 4 types has helped it to spread well. The
one that grows to a majestic size is the common
oak, grown for years to build ships and houses.

These are called the 'spangle' gall and the 'silk
button' gall. We have used the gall or brown shell
from around the acorn to help make the ink that
man uses on parchment. This grows around the
acorn and is named the 'knopper gall'.
Finally the leaves rot down to make excellent
manure and compost.
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Paxton Pits is managed by Huntingdonshire District Council supported by the
Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE FRIENDS OF PAXTON PITS
NATURE RESERVE VISIT OUR WEBSITE : www.paxton-pits.org.uk
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK @ PAXTON PITS NATURE RESERVE
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP ON THE RESERVE? PLEASE CONTACT US
To help in the Visitor Centre or help with practical work during the week contact the Rangers 01480 406795
To help with events, practical conservation work on Sunday or join a wildlife survey team then contact:
friends@paxton-pits.org.uk If you have a skill that you think would help with the Reserve please contact us.
“Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve” is a charity registered in England & Wales, No 1125221,
and is funded entirely by its members and fund-raising activities.

