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Paxton Pits Complex
Covers Little Paxton, Nature Reserve, Recreational Lakes and Northern Pits

3

About Paxton Pits
Paxton Pits is a complex of former and current gravel workings in the Ouse Valley, adjacent to the A1
trunk Road in southwest Cambridgeshire. The flooded pits are an important refuge for wildfowl in winter.
The scrub surrounding the lakes, a rare habitat locally, is valuable for breeding songbirds. The Reserve is
a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) for its invertebrate and wildfowl assemblages. The
southern pits are owned/leased and managed by Huntingdonshire District Council and form a designated
Local Nature Reserve, with a car park on the eastern side of Little Paxton Village. The northern pits are
part of a working quarry managed by Aggregate Industries and there is currently no public access to this
land. Paxton Pits has a Visitor Centre for information, refreshments and a friendly welcome. There are 6
miles of nature trails leading to a much larger network of footpaths and the Ouse Valley Way. Our
Meadow and Heron Trails have all ability access surfaces. There is a rich mosaic of wildlife habitats
including lakes, riverside meadows, reed beds, scrub and woodland. We support over 100 species of
birds each year and are a top site for nightingales which sing from mid-April to mid-June. Our traditionally
managed flower-rich meadows include yellow rattle, common spotted and bee orchids.
The management of the Nature Reserve is supported by the Friends of Paxton Pits. The Friends are a
membership-based charity and your support would be much appreciated.
Please pick up a membership form at the Visitor Centre or email us at
friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com
If you would like to help on the Reserve please contact us.
To help in the Visitor Centre or with practical work on Tuesday and Wednesday,
please contact the Rangers on 01480 406795 or at
paxton.pits@huntingdonshire.gov.uk.
To help with events, practical conservation work on Thursdays and Sundays or wildlife surveys,
please contact
friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com
If you have a skill that you think would help the Reserve please contact
friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com
For more information on the Friends and Paxton Pits Nature Reserve visit
our website

www.paxton-pits.org.uk
or check us out on Facebook at

Paxton Pits Nature Reserve

Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a charity registered in England and Wales, No. 1125221
and is funded entirely by its membership and fundraising activities
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BIRD REPORTS
2019

The Birding Year

It is impossible to predict the next new bird at
Paxton Pits but three birds in recent years have
been a possibility. They include two American
ducks, the American wigeon and green-winged
teal which have been regularly reported in East
Anglia, and the cattle egret which has been
spreading throughout England, this year nesting
in Northamptonshire. It was one of these three
species which was seen (GR) on 28th April on
Pumphouse Pit East. The bird was a male
American wigeon bringing the total of avian
species recorded at Paxton Pits to 254.

The bird records of Paxton Pits cover the area
between the A1 Road and Great Ouse River, from
Little Paxton village in the south to the Anglian
Water Road in the north leading from Stirtloe.
The Reserve is split into three distinct areas:
a. Nature Reserve covering the southern
pits with the Heronry lakes being the
largest.
b. Recreational lakes covering A1 lakes and
Sailing Lake.
c. Northern
pits
including
Island,
Diddington, Farm, Lodge and the two
Pumphouse pits.
The Paxton Breeding Bird Surveys (PBBS) and
Wetland Birds Surveys (WeBS) cover all these
areas. In 2019, the PBBS were held on the first
Sunday of April, May and June. A separate water
bird survey was arranged in mid-July to count the
late broods.

The number of reported species seen in 2019 of
167 was up on the past two years, although this
includes a number of sightings reported by single
observers. The low water levels on the northern
pits attracted more wader species than past years
especially during the May migration.
The one bird excluded from the total was a
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The taxonomy order of birds listed in this report
reflect changes to the BOU's British List sequence
due to ongoing developments in the scientific
understanding of avian evolution. The most
notable change is the falcon family which is more
closely related to parrots rather than other
diurnal raptors.
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Apart from the surveys, most of the reported
sightings for 2019 came from three regular
sources: the visitors’ logbook held at the Visitor
Centre, records reported on Cambirds and
sightings reported to NP. Please continue to
report sightings at either the Visitor Centre or
rarer sightings can be emailed, as soon as
possible, to NP at nppaxtonpits@gmail.com.

Average

possible quail heard on 13th August. The call was
too brief to positively confirm, although it was
the right time of year for calling birds.
There were nine reported rarities / vagrant
species including the American wigeon with two
rarities seen by only one observer. These were a
ferruginous duck seen by MD who found the
2018 bird seen by many and a female black
redstart reported on Cambirds. The latter bird
was an example where it warranted further
verification as the time of year it was seen
coincided with the common redstart migration!

The number of avian species, excluding
subspecies, recorded at Paxton Pits at the
beginning of the year was 253. There were no
new records over the past two years although a
Manx shearwater in 2017 flew over Grafham
Water’s dam towards Paxton Pits but wasn’t seen
again. In 2018 there was a juvenile ring-tailed
harrier, which was a probable pallid harrier
however, a Montagu’s harrier could not be
discounted.

The other rarities seen were a spoonbill, common
crane, spotted redshank, kittiwake, pied
flycatcher and wryneck. Most rarities are only
5

seen for the day or as a result of a fortuitous
sighting of a bird flying overhead. The notable
exception was a spotted redshank. This species
was seen in the spring and autumn in 2018 and
2019 but before then it was a very rare visitor. On
all occasions over the past two years it was a
single bird and raised the question was it the
same bird? Usually migrating waders are short
stayers but this autumn the bird was seen around
Diddington Pit for 37 days.

The two avocet nests on Diddington Pit were laid
before the downpour. The four eggs from one of
the nests were laid on the gravel near the water
edge but as water levels started to rise the adult
built up the nest with vegetation (as seen in the
photo). Although the eggs remained above the

The PBBS recorded a probable 71 breeding
species, being six more than last year. This
included two owl species: barn owls bred on the
Nature Reserve and little owls at Boughton
Lodge. The low water levels resulted in scrapes mudflats with no vegetation. The last time the
levels were as low was in 2011 when a pair of
avocets nested on Diddington Pit. This time it
was one better with two nests! The other good
news from 2019 was the return of little grebes
which once bred on Farm Pit. There were two
pairs on Lodge Pit (south of Farm Pit) with at least
one pair being successful.

water level none of the eggs hatched and only
one from the other nest.
Prior to September the rainfall for the past 18
months had been well below average resulting in
low levels on all the lakes and pits. Since
September the rainfall was fairly continuous and
above average which has resulted in rising water
levels. The Heronry Lakes, which are fed from
Southoe Brook, and also affected by the river
water table, rose by at least eight feet. This
resulted in waterfowl moving to pits less affected
by changes in water level particularly Island Pit
and Pumphouse Pit East which do not have direct
water sources. Towards the beginning of
December the Heronry Lakes were almost
deserted of waterfowl.

The water bird survey introduced in July was
somewhat disappointing as the number of
confirmed sightings were much lower than
expected. It does seem that the heavy rainfall on
10th June with 4 cm falling in one day (twice the
next highest day) and 7 cm over a five day period

The changing water levels highlight an interesting
debate for future years on whether the Reserve
manages water levels on some of the pits to
encourage particular species. Without any
management then certain species will be unable
to flourish!

had an impact on nesting birds. There is evidence
that the prolonged downfall affected some
ground nesting birds, particularly water birds,
which possibly led to chilled eggs and young.
There was only one recorded tufted duck brood
of two chicks. Similarly, mallard broods after 10th
June were all of small size.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has
helped in the surveys and provided sighting
records. These records have provided useful
information on the seasonal and annual trends of
species seen on the Reserve and their breeding
success.
By Neal Parkin
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White-fronted goose

Bird Species Seen In 2019

Anser albifrons
Rare visitor
There was one unconfirmed record of a whitefronted goose reported in the Visitor Centre log
on 7th March. There were no other reported
sightings.

Mute swan
Cygnus olor
Resident
There were ten nesting attempts all on different
lakes / pits with six successful pairs and family
groups ranging from three to seven cygnets. All
the broods had hatched by the June PBBS apart
from the pair on Diddington Pit. This was the
same as last year with the birds on Diddington Pit
being later than other pairs!
The mute swan population increases during the
winter months with over 150 birds counted
during the November WeBS count. The rising
water levels late in the year resulted in many of
the swans moving to ‘closed’ pits, those without
direct water sources and therefore less affected
by changes in the water level. There was a count
(MD) of 127 birds on Island Pit on 28th December.

J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Greylag goose
Anser anser
Resident
There were only three broods recorded during
the PBBS. This was probably an undercount but it
does seem gosling numbers were much lower
than past years.
Greylag geese are common throughout Paxton
Pits usually remaining in large mobile groups. This
means the WeBS count can be very variable. The
highest numbers were seen in August and
September with regular counts of 350 birds and a
peak count during the WeBS on 15th September
of over 600 birds with 592 counted on Diddington
Pit.

Mute swans were the only species recorded in
2019 as no whooper or Bewick’s swans were
reported.
J F M A M J

J A S O N D
J F M A M J

Pink-footed goose
Anser brachyrhynchus
Scarce visitor
There was only one sighting (M Ward) on 17th
May with a single bird seen with a greylag flock
on Diddington Pit. This was probably the same
bird as seen last year which was regularly
reported with a group of greylag geese from the
Hinchingbrooke area.
J

F M A M J

J

J A S O N D

Canada goose
Branta canadensis
Resident (introduced)
Canada geese roost and breed on Paxton Pits but
during the day they often feed outside the
Reserve, so like greylag geese the numbers
counted are very variable. The highest single
count was ~200 birds seen (T Mason) at the north
end on 27th August. There were a number of
counts of over 100 birds including the November
WeBS count.

A S O N D
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The highest individual counts were 620 birds (21st
January) on Pumphouse Pit East and 543 (17th
February) on Diddington Pit. Most birds leave by
the end of March, with early returning birds seen
late September.

There were only eight family groups reported
during PBBS. This, like greylags, was down on past
years.

J F M A M J

J A S O N D

Barnacle goose

J

Branta leucopsis
Uncommon visitor
A single bird was seen (NP) on 17th January with
no further reports until 22nd December when a
flock of 39 birds were found (NP) feeding in the
field north of Diddington car park. This fell to ten
birds by 28th December which remained there
until the end of year. These birds were probably
part of the feral population found near Bedford.
J

F M A M J

J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

American Wigeon
Anas americana
Rare UK visitor
A drake American wigeon seen (GR) on 28th April
was a first for Paxton Pits. The bird remained on
Pumphouse Pit East until 5th May.

A S O N D

Egyptian goose
Alopochen aegyptiacus
Occasional breeder (naturalised)
A single pair was regularly seen usually at the
north end but there were no reports of breeding.
J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Shelduck
Tadorna tadorna
Uncommon visitor, mainly in the spring
Shelduck is a regular visitor in the spring with four
birds seen (MD) on 27th April being the highest
count.
J

F M A M J

J

J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Gadwall
Anas strepera
Abundant winter visitor, occasional breeder
Wintering numbers were marginally down but
like all waterfowl they were very mobile and the
WeBS count was a snapshot on a specific date.
Numbers counted at the south end by TB were
regularly over 100 birds with a peak count of 170
on 6th November. Late November the numbers
dwindled in the southern pits, especially the
Heronry Lakes, as water levels rose.

A S O N D

Wigeon
Anas penelope
Abundant winter visitor
Wigeon is the most common wintering wildfowl
with numbers peaking in January and February.

8

There was only one breeding record, albeit two
pairs on 29th March, with three very small
ducklings seen (TG) on Cloudy Pit.
Gadwall is an important species for Little Paxton
Pits as it is recognised as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) partly due to wintering gadwall
regularly exceeding 1% of the British wintering
population.

Mallard
Anas platyrhynchos
Resident

Mallard is the commonest breeding duck with
generally 10+ family groups seen throughout the
Reserve. In 2019 there were 11 family groups
reported.
The number of birds increase during the winter
months with the highest count of 67 recorded
during the November WeBS.
J F M A M J

J A S O N D

Teal
Anas crecca
Abundant winter visitor
There was a good influx of wintering teal from
November onwards especially on the northern
pits. The numbers counted during WeBS were
marginally higher with other counts being
significantly higher. A count (NP) on 22nd
December recorded 580 birds on Pumphouse Pit
East and a further 50+ on Diddington Pit.
Most birds depart by March with teal usually
absent over the mid-summer months. This year
single birds were seen during all the summer
months.

J F M A M J

J A S O N D

Pintail
Anas acuta
Annual winter visitor, in small numbers
Regularly seen in small numbers throughout the
winter months. All the reported sightings in 2019
were from the Pumphouse Pits with the highest
count of eight seen on 30th December.
J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Garganey

J

F M A M J

J

Anas querquedula
Scarce spring and autumn migrant
Garganey were more regularly reported than
past years with a male seen, probably the same
bird, on Diddington Pit from 17th April to 28th
May. Two females were seen on 17th and one on

A S O N D
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18th April. The regular sighting of the male raises
the question, did one of the females stay to nest?
Single returning birds were reported from 7th July
through to 11th September.
J

F M A M J

J

December when numbers on Pumphouse Pit
West increased to 210 by 29th.

A S O N D

Shoveler
Anas clypeata
All seasons, common in winter
A common duck over the winter months with
numbers often above 50 birds. The low
December WeBS count was unusual as for most
of the month there were much higher numbers
of shovelers present.
A few birds often remain over the summer
months although this year there were no
recorded sightings in July and August.

J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Ferruginous duck
Aythya nyroca
Rare UK visitor
A male ferruginous duck was reported by MD
(who found the 2018 bird) on Pumphouse Pit
West late in the afternoon of 21st September. The
bird wasn’t seen by anyone else as there was no
sign the following day.
J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Tufted duck
J

F M A M J

J

Aythya fuligula
Abundant winter visitor, small number breed
A common duck found on all lakes and pits. Over
recent years numbers seem to be down in early
winter with numbers gradually increasing into
the New Year.

A S O N D

Red-crested pochard
Netta rufina
Annual visitor
An annual visitor in small numbers. A pair was
regularly seen on Weedy Lake in March and April
with expectations they may stay to breed. The
female did disappear for a number of days but
there was no evidence that they bred. The
highest count (MD) was two pairs seen on Weedy
Lake on 19th April.
J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Pochard
Aythya ferina
Common winter visitor
Pochard numbers were generally at their highest
at the beginning of the year with early winter
numbers often very variable. The 2019/20 early
winter WeBS counts were very low until late

Tufted duck breed late with most young hatching
early July. A July survey was arranged in 2019 to
attempt to record these late broods but
disappointingly only one small family group was
seen. One possible reason was the heavy rain in
10

June which may have affected ground nesting
birds.
J F M A M J

Goosander
Mergus merganser
Annual winter visitor in small numbers
Goosanders were regularly seen over the
2018/19 winter months although none have
been reported this winter possibly due to a mild
November and December.

J A S O N D

Scaup
Aythya marila
Scarce annual visitor
A pair were reported (MD) on Pumphouse Pit
West on 20th January. It seems the same pair then
moved to Grafham returning on 26th March
where they remained until 14th April.
J

F M A M J

J

J

J

J

J

J

A S O N D

Corturnix corturnix
Rare visitor
A possible bird was heard (NP) too briefly along
Anglian Water Road. The bird sung twice but not
long enough to fully recognise with certainty that
it was a quail.

Mergus albellus
Annual winter visitor in small numbers
Smew over the previous two years were scarce
visitors333 with only two records. In 2019 there
were many more sightings with the highest count
(NP) of 5 birds, a drake and four redheads, seen
on 10th March. There was only one sighting (MD)
this winter of four birds on 31st December.
F M A M J

F M A M J

Quail

A S O N D

Smew

J

A S O N D

Alectoris rufa
Resident (introduced / released)
Most reports of red-legged partridges were seen
or heard at the north end of Paxton Pits. PBBS
estimated ten possible pairs but there were again
no sightings of partridge coveys. It does seem
partridge breeding success over recent years has
been poor and probably was the reason for the
expiration of the grey partridge at Paxton Pits.

A S O N D

Bucephala clangula
Winter visitor
Goldeneye are commonest during the winter
months and usually prefer the larger lakes and
pits. However, this winter they were almost
absent from the Heronry Lakes since the rise in
water levels in late November. Many of them
relocated to Island Pit and Pumphouse Pit West
with counts late December of over 60 birds.

F M A M J

J

Red-legged partridge

Goldeneye

J

F M A M J

J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Pheasant
Phasianus colchicus
Resident (introduced / released)
The pheasant is a common bird as large numbers
were released annually by Thornhill Estate. They

A S O N D
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probably bred wild on the Reserve but introduced
birds make it difficult to confirm their success.
J F M A M J

Cormorant
Phalacrocorax carbo
Common resident
It was estimated that there were 50 nests, being
slightly more than the highest visible occupied
nest count of 40 (TG) on 29th April.
There were regular 2019/20 winter counts (TG)
taken at 16:00 each day with 170 being the
highest number recorded. It was noticed that
later counts in December showed two-thirds of
incoming birds coming from the south end. Many
of the birds seen during late December counts
showed a white breeding patch. The reason is
that birds display very early in the season as they
find a new partner every year.

J A S O N D

Little grebe
Tachybaptus ruficollis
Resident in small numbers
Little grebes disappeared as a breeding bird from
2016 onwards although they may have bred on
two small pits outside the PBBS area in 2018.
There was a noticeable increase in reports of little
grebes in 2018 and this year two pairs remained
on Lodge Pit over the summer months. One pair
was successful raising three chicks.
They remain a scarce winter visitor with four
being the highest WeBS count.
J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Great crested grebe
Podiceps cristatus
Resident
The additional July survey and reports outside the
organised PBBS seem to show slightly higher
breeding pairs. The estimated number of pairs
was over 20 although only five pairs were
reported with young.
Wintering birds were found on most of the larger
pits in small numbers. The WeBS counts didn’t
exceed 20 birds apart from March when birds
arrive back to nest.

J F M A M J

J A S O N D

Bittern
Botaurus stellaris
Scarce winter visitor
There were no reported sightings in 2019

Little egret
Egretta garzetta
Regular visitor, higher numbers in late summer
There was no evidence that little egrets bred on
the Reserve. Similar to past years, numbers
started increasing from late summer with the

J F M A M J

J A S O N D

Black-necked grebe
Podiceps nigricollis
Scarce visitor on migration
This year there were no reports of black-necked
grebes or any of the scarcer grebes.
12

highest count of 19 birds (MD) on the 17th July.
However, most birds moved on, unlike last year
where many birds remained until late October
due to favourable habitat on the Heronry Lakes.
J

F M A M J

J

Red kite
Milvus milvus
Common visitor, local breeder
Red kite was a common sight at Paxton Pits
particularly along the A1 boundary. There was an
unusual sighting (MD) on 13th April of eight birds
near Diddington feasting on the remains of
dead animals resulting from recent habitat
destruction. There were no reported nests on the
Reserve.

A S O N D

Great egret
Ardea alba
Regular visitor in small numbers
Great (white) egret was a rare sighting before
2017. Since mid-2017 there was often one to two
birds somewhere on the Reserve, with only June
and July being absent months. There was no
repeat of last year where seven birds were seen
in October favouring the Heronry Lakes.

J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Marsh harrier
Circus aeruginosus
Scarce visitor
Often seen during migration but at least two of
the three sightings were birds seen outside the
migration months. All sightings were of birds
seen high in the sky.
J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Sparrowhawk

J

F M A M J

J

Accipiter nisus
Resident
Sparrowhawks were regularly reported, often the
result of some activity. Sightings included a male
being harassed by house martins over Little
Paxton, blue tit taken from feeder at Visitor
Centre, female killing pigeon in garden and male

A S O N D

Grey heron
Ardea cinerea
Resident, breeding in small numbers
Grey herons favour the Heronry Lakes where
they breed but can be seen on most pits. It is
difficult to see their nests in the willows but there
were probably four pairs. There were no high
counts with the maximum number reported
being eight seen during the February WeBS count
and four juveniles seen (TG) on 9th September.
J F M A M J

J A S O N D

Spoonbill
Platalea leucorodia
Rare visitor
A single bird on migration was found (MD) on 23rd
April resting on Pumphouse Pit West.
J

F M A M J

J

catching pigeon. The latter was an achievement
as the male sparrowhawk is slightly smaller.
The PBBS reported a probable two pairs breeding
on the Reserve.

A S O N D

J F M A M J
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J A S O N D

side due to moorhens keeping to the margins so
often overlooked during the count.

Buzzard
Buteo buteo
Resident
The highest count (MD) was 12 birds on 13th April
east of Diddington. They were mixed with red
kites feasting on the remains of dead animals
resulting from recent habitat destruction. A white
morph bird (NP) was seen near Diddington on
17th January.
There were probably two pairs nesting on the
Reserve with one confirmed record.
J F M A M J

J A S O N D

Osprey
Pandion haliaetus
Scarce passage migrant
There were only four sightings of osprey during
spring and autumn migration and all were in
different months.
J

F M A M J

J

J F M A M J

Coot
Fulica atra
Resident, numbers increase in winter
Coot wintering numbers have fallen sharply since
2015 when average numbers over the seven
monthly WeBS counts were 500 birds or more.
The reason for the decline is unknown.
The PBBS estimated 42 pairs similar to past years
but the success rate seems low with few family
groups reported. It does seem that predation,
particularly on some of the larger pits, is a factor.

A S O N D

Water rail
Rallus aquaticus
Occasional breeder and winter visitor
Water rails were possibly present throughout the
year but their secretive nature means they would
be underreported as generally the only evidence
was their call. In the summer months a bird was
occasionally heard from Cloudy Pit.
J

F M A M J

J

J A S O N D

A S O N D

Moorhen
Gallinula chloropus
Resident
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Common crane
Grus grus
Rare sighting
The common crane over recent years, with
reintroduction programs, has become more
abundant in the UK, so sightings at Paxton Pits
were more likely. This year there were two
sightings on 17th April (Jim Stevenson) and 14th
May (Matt Hall).

There was an estimated 20 breeding pairs with
birds found on most of the lakes and pits.
The average number seen during WeBS over the
past years was 15 with 2019 being very similar,
although the numbers were probably on the low
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responsible for both clutches. A fourth bird was
present from 20th June after the clutches had
been laid.
The eggs were unfortunately laid just before the
heavy June downpours with one clutch near the
water edge. The eggs were subsequently raised
by the female adding vegetation but none of the
eggs hatched so possibly chilled. One young bird
was seen from the other nest and was present for
two weeks, however uncertain whether it
fledged. The other female continued to sit on the
eggs until 15th July, the last date the pair were
seen.

Oystercatcher
Haematopus ostralegus
Spring and summer visitor in small numbers
Similar to most years the first oystercatchers
arrive in February (first arrival 2nd) and the last
bird departs by July, albeit 31st.
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Little ringed plover
Charadrius dubius
Summer visitor, increasingly scarce breeder
The first bird arrived 26th April and by end of
month there were five birds present at the north
end. There were possibly two pairs which
remained to breed with a bird seen (NP) sitting in
the new quarry on 6th May and a nest with four
eggs was found (MD) on 14th June, on the same
scrape where the avocets where nesting. The bird
was still sitting on 6th July but unsure whether
they were successful.
There were numerous records of juveniles seen
in July and August but cannot discount birds from
other areas. The highest count of 13 birds was
seen (MD) on 20th August, all at the north end.
This was a better year for little ringed plovers
compared to recent years, helped by low water
levels on Diddington Pit and large inactive areas
in the new quarry workings.

The PBBS estimated a possible five pairs at
Paxton Pits with chicks seen on Diddington Pit
and Pumphouse Pit East. It was unclear whether
these chicks fledged to adulthood.
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Avocet

Ringed plover

Recurvirostra avosetta
Annual spring visitor, occasional breeder
The water levels on Diddington Pit were very low,
similar to levels seen in 2007 when avocets last
bred. Amazingly a pair turned up on 27th May and
in early June laid four eggs on a scrape in the
north east corner of Diddington Pit, the same
spot where avocets bred in 2007. Another female
turned up early June and also settled and laid her
clutch on the same scrape. It was never
confirmed but during this period there was only
one male avocet present so unsure whether

Charadrius hiaticula
Annual passage migrant, lost breeder
Now only seen on migration although single birds
were occasionally seen during June and early July.
The highest counts were during spring migration
from late April and throughout May with 15 seen
(MD) on 8th May.
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Golden plover

Knot

Pluvialis apricaria
Uncommon winter visitor
In recent years sightings have become less
frequent with only two records in the year. A
flock of 100+ birds was seen (NP) in the distance
near the turbines on 7th January and a small
group of ten was seen (JW) on 12th October.

Calidris canutus
Scarce passage migrant
Two counts of 12 birds were seen (MD) on 3rd and
5th May. There were four single sightings with
only one autumn record on 21st September.
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Calidris alba
Annual passage migrant
There were three sightings with 3 birds seen
(Jonathan Taylor) on 17th May and two further
single sightings, all on Diddington Pit.

Pluvialis squatarola
Annual passage migrant
Grey plovers are usually seen briefly during
migration but the low levels on Diddington Pit
attracted birds to stay for a number of days
during early May. The highest count (MD) was
five birds on 8th May. The only autumn sighting
(JW) was six birds which flew over on 6th October.
F M A M J
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Grey plover
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Temminck’s stint
Calidris temminckii
Scarce passage migrant
There were two sightings (MD/NP) of single birds
on 10th and 16th of May, both on Diddington Pit.
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Lapwing

J

Vanellus vanellus
Resident, numbers increase in winter
A number of lapwing stay throughout the
summer but there was no evidence of breeding
success. There was a potential six pairs with
possible explanation for breeding failure caused
by predation.
Large numbers rest during the day on the
northern pits with over 200 seen on 7th January.
There were even larger numbers present early
autumn due to plenty of scrapes on Diddington
Pit with 424 counted (NP) on 17th August and over
500 on all the northern pits.
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Little stint
Calidris minuta
Scarce passage migrant
A single bird was seen (JW) on 18th and 19th May
on Diddington Pit.
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Curlew sandpiper
Calidris ferruginea
Scarce passage migrant
A returning adult summer bird, just beginning to
moult, was seen (JW/MD) on 27th July on
Diddington Pit.
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Dunlin
Calidris alpina
Regular passage migrant
The commonest wader seen on migration with
most records from Diddington Pit. The highest
count (MD) was 12 on 8th May.
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bird having a coloured ring (left tibia green over
white over yellow & right tibia red black red).
Most other sightings were of single birds.

Ruff
Philomachus pugnax
Annual passage migrant
An uncommon visitor with most reports of single
birds. The highest count was four birds seen (MD)
on 28th March.
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Numenius phaeopus
Passage migrant, especially in spring
An uncommon migrant usually seen flying
through. The highest count (MD) of five birds
briefly landed on Pumphouse Pit East on 23rd
April.

Scolopax rusticola
Scarce winter visitor
Woodcock were probably more common than
reports show as birds roost during the day, are
well camouflaged and conceal themselves in
inaccessible areas. There were a number of single
sightings all from different locations throughout
Paxton Pits. There was one sighting (MD) of four
birds on 9th January.
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Whimbrel

Woodcock

J
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Numenius arquata
Scarce passage migrant
Curlew is a rarer sighting these days with only
three reports. Two sightings were on consecutive
days, 22nd & 23rd June, and a juvenile was seen
(MD) on 24th August.
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Gallinago gallinago
Winter visitor in small numbers
A regular winter visitor in small numbers. Most of
the sightings were from the north end with the
highest count (MD) of eight birds on 1st February.
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Snipe
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Limosa lapponica
Scarce passage migrant, usually seen in spring
There were three sightings of birds passing
through on the 23rd April with the highest count
(D Harlow) of 23 birds. There were two other
sightings on 24th April and 8th May of single birds.

Lymnocryptes minumus
Scarce winter visitor
Jack snipe are likely to be under reported as only
show their presence when they are disturbed and
prefer the more inaccessible areas. There were a
number of single sightings, all around
Pumphouse Pit East.
F M A M J
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Bar-tailed godwit

Jack snipe
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Spotted redshank
Tringa erythropus
Rare visitor
A very rare visitor until 2018 when a single bird
was seen on the spring and autumn migrations. A
single bird was again seen in 2019 on both
migrations. However, this time the bird stayed for
two days on 28th and 29th March and then on the
return migration (possibly the same bird) for an
unusual 37 days from 10th September favouring
Diddington Pit.
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Black-tailed godwit
Limosa limosa
Annual passage migrant
Some black-tailed godwits overwinter in England
with one lone bird wintering on Pumphouse Pit
East. It was first seen on 4th January and remained
until 28th March, a total of seven weeks. There
were no other sightings until 6th May when 36
birds of the subspecies islandica were seen (NP).
There were 16 birds seen (MD) on 20th/21st June
and a further 20 birds on 18th August with one
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the maximum count was three birds often seen
on Island Pit in the southwest corner.

Redshank
Tringa totanus
Summer breeder, occasionally winter visitor
The first bird was seen (MD) on 20th January. One
of the birds returning in March had a coloured
ring - believed to be the same bird seen at Paxton
Pits for at least the last five years. There were
reports of birds displaying but again no evidence
of breeding.
The highest count was ten birds seen (NP) on 24th
July including a migrating group of seven adults
and a juvenile.
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Wood Sandpiper
Tringa glareola
Scarce visitor
Usually seen most years although not reported in
2018. There was one spring sighting (MD) on 9th
May. There were an exceptional number of
sightings on the returning migration with birds
favouring the low water level on Diddington Pit.
The largest count was five birds seen (MD) on 28th
July including one coloured ring (right leg green
over orange)
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Common sandpiper
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Actitis hypoleucos
Passage migrant
A frequently seen bird throughout the Reserve
during spring and autumn migration with one
unseasonal sighting (MD) on 25th June. Larger
numbers are usually seen on autumn migration
with juveniles adding to the numbers. The
highest count (JW) was 12 birds on 11th August.
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Turnstone

Tringa nebularia
Regular passage migrant in small numbers
Greenshank were regularly seen in low numbers
on Diddington Pit and Pumphouse Pits during
migration. Similar to past years, birds returning
tend to stay for longer periods and over extended
months. The highest count was four birds seen
(MD) on 16th August.
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Arenaria interpres
Annual passage migrant
An uncommon bird with few reports every year.
There were only three sightings with two
separate sightings of two birds seen (MD) on 10th
and 16th May and another bird seen (JW) on 27th
July.
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Green sandpiper
Mediterranean gull

Tringa ochropus
Regular all year apart from breeding month
Similar to last year, there was only one month
where green sandpipers were not seen. Up to six
birds over wintered in 18/19 with often four birds
seen on Heronry Lakes due to low water levels.
There were three counts of eight birds seen
(NP/MD) on Diddington Pit on 10th & 26th July and
Heronry Lakes on 17th September. Since
November, when the water levels started to rise

Larus melanocephalus
Scarce passage migrant
There were no records in 2019, the first blank
year for many years.
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Little gull

Common gull

Larus minutus
Spring passage migrant in small numbers
Birds were seen on passage from 8th to 23rd April
with the highest count of five seen (JW) on
Diddington Pit on 18th.

Larus canus
Regular winter visitor
A winter visitor leaving April / early May with first
returning birds arriving back in late August. The
highest count reported was 118 birds seen (TB)
on 16th February.
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Lesser black-backed gull
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Larus fuscus
Resident
There was an estimated 36 pairs which
attempted to nest on the island of Diddington Pit
but this year they failed. It seems the colony was
predated, not helped by the low water levels.
There were no other reports of lesser blackbacked gulls breeding.
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Black-headed gull
Larus ridibundus
Abundant throughout the year
A very common gull seen throughout the year.
The highest counts were before nesting and late
summer with 850 birds seen (TB) on 19th March
and 1050 counted (T Mason) on 27th August.
This species had previously nested in large
numbers on the islands of Pumphouse Pit East
and Sailing Lake. In the past two years they have
shown interest in nesting on Pumphouse Pit East
but have failed to set-up a breeding colony. They
were more successful on Sailing Lake with an
estimated 150 pairs but there were no sign of
young birds. It seems that gull and tern colonies
are being predated, with suspicion being otters.
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Herring gull
Larus argentatus
Year round visitor increasing in winter
There were no records of herring gulls attempting
to breed at Paxton Pits.
Herring gulls are never abundant. The largest
count was 29 birds seen during the February
WeBS.
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Yellow-legged gull
J F M A M J

Larus michaellis
Annual visitor especially late summer
Usually the best time to see this bird is August /
September with an influx into England following
their breeding season. This year small numbers
were seen at different stages throughout the
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year. There were no large numbers, as seen in
past years, possibly due to many gulls settling on
the new quarry workings south of Diddington
village, an area not so closely monitored.
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Common tern
Sterna hirundo
Common passage migrant and summer resident
Four tern rafts were anchored mid-April on
Heronry North Lake visible from Kingfisher hide.
The anchoring of the rafts was delayed until after
most of the Black-headed gulls had started to
nest. The first common tern arrived 9th April with
an estimated 30 pairs using the rafts by the end
of the month. However, they were all
unsuccessful with initial thoughts being the heavy
downpour in early June but in November an otter
was seen climbing onto two of the rafts!
By mid-June four birds had settled on the
Diddington Pit scrape beside the avocets,
presumably failed breeding birds possibly from
the rafts having a second attempt. The four pairs
were the only known birds which were successful
in fledging seven chicks. The last sighting of an
adult and juvenile on Diddington Pit was on 21st
August.
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Caspian gull
Larus cachinnans
Uncommon winter visitor
A single second-calendar year Caspian gull was
often seen on the northern pits. The gull is closely
related to the herring and yellow-legged gulls.
Main differences from herring gull are smallerheaded, flatter forehead and longer-legged
which is not always easy to identify from a
distance.
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Great black-backed gull
Larus marinus
All-year visitor in small numbers
A regular gull seen on the northern pits in very
small numbers. The largest count was eight birds
seen on the February WeBS count.
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Kittiwake
Rissa tridactyla
Rare inland visitor
Kittiwake is a rare visitor, usually a single bird on
overland passage. This year there were two
sightings (JW) with an adult seen flying north over
Pumphouse Pit East on 21st April and a bird
(photographed) resting on Diddington Pit on 23rd
December.
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Arctic tern
Sterna paradisaea
Spring passage migrant in small numbers
Every year a small number of arctic terns pass
overland on their northern migration through
Paxton Pits, usually from mid-April to early May.
This year there were regular movements of terns
throughout this period with the largest count of
12 birds seen (JW) passing through Pumphouse
Pit East on 3rd May. Most returning birds tend not
to travel overland but this year there was one
sighting (MD) of five birds on Diddington Pit on
28th July.

Sandwich tern
Sterna sandvicensis
Uncommon visitor
Sandwich terns were rarely seen at Paxton Pits
but over recent years they have almost become
an annual sighting. A single bird was heard (D
Graur) with common terns on Heronry Lakes on
12th May.
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from the Nature Reserve unlike last year where
none were recorded!

Little tern
Sternula albifrons
Scarce passage migrant
Little terns are not annual with most sightings of
single birds. This year there were two sightings
with a bird seen (MD/D Harlow) on 23th April and
another (J Taylor) on Diddington Pit on 17th May.
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Black tern
Chlidonias niger
Annual passage migrant in small numbers
Black terns were regularly seen during their
spring migration with best time late April / early
May and occasionally late summer on their
return. This year most of the terns passed
through over four days from 19th April with the
highest count of 14 birds seen (M&A Thomas) on
22nd April. Two birds were seen (MD) returning
on 28th July.
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Woodpigeon
Columba palumbus
Abundant resident
A very common bird with good numbers breeding
on the Reserve. The PBBS estimated a possible 58
pairs which was down on past years.
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Rock/Feral Pigeon
Columba livia
Resident around farm buildings and villages
A few birds were often present around Boughton
Lodge Farm and Little Paxton village.
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Stock dove
Columba oenas
Resident
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Collared dove
Streptopelia decaocto
Abundant resident in village
A common breeding bird in Little Paxton and
Diddington villages but there were no breeding
records from the Reserve.

Stock doves are fairly common at Paxton Pits
although often overlooked. There is a small
winter roost on Heronry South. There was only
one count (TG) reported in 2019 of 30 birds.
The PBBS indicated a possible 18 breeding pairs
similar to last year but most of the records were
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fledged in the oak on the Meadow Trail. We
watched from the boardwalk over several
evenings. On one evening we saw the parents
bring in two rat sized rodents and three vole sized
rodents in the space of about 40 minutes. Toward
the end of July the youngsters were flapping
about in the tree and my wife was convinced
there were three but I’ll settle for two.”

Turtle dove
Streptopelia turtur
Scarce summer visitor, previously breed
The demise of the turtle dove at Paxton Pits was
fairly sudden with nine to ten pairs in 2009 and
2010 but since 2011 there have been very few
records and the past five years none.
There were only six records in 2019 with three
sightings during the May and June PBBS.
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Little owl
Athene noctua
Scarce visitor, previously breed
It was suspected that little owls were present
throughout the year around Boughton Lodge
Farm, an area they were occasionally seen in
2018. It seemed they did breed this year as at
least four birds were seen (NP) together in the
evening of 5th September.

Cuckoo
Cuculus canorus
Summer visitor in low numbers
The first cuckoo heard (MD) was 19th April which
was slightly later than the previous two years. By
the end of June all the adults have gone with the
latest sighting (TG) this year being the 30th.
Cuckoo numbers seem to be stable with up to ten
birds seen during the PBBS. No juveniles were
reported this year.
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Tawny owl
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Strix aluco
Scarce visitor, previously breed
Tawny owls had disappeared from the Reserve
with few records over past years. This year
seemed better with reports from a number of
sites. A Tawny owl was disturbed during the April
PBBS and there was a report of one roosting in
December in Rory’s Wood on the Nature Reserve.

Barn owl
Tyto alba
Occasional visitor
Barn owls were only reported five times even
though they bred on the Reserve. Food sources
must have been good as there were no records of
owls hunting during the day. It was suspected
that barn owls were present all year but they
roost and hunt in areas inaccessible to the
general public.
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Long-eared owl
Asio otus
Rare winter visitor
Two birds were found (A Tongue) roosting on an
undisclosed site. There were no further reports as
the area was not approached to ensure they
remained undisturbed.
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Short-eared owl
Asio flammeus
Scarce winter visitor
There were only two sightings. One was seen (GR)
on the new quarry workings on 5th May and
another (NP) hunting along the edge of Anglian
Water Road on 31st December.

The Barn owls which bred on the Reserve were
watched by Mike and Sylvane Anderson-Brown
who commented, “There were definitely 2 chicks
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before it flew back into the willows and was lost. The
following day the wryneck was seen by eight birders
as it sat out in the willows for a minute although partly
obscured. The bird may have been there for at least
five days as JW flushed a bird on 18th which flew into
the willows, but it was too brief to identify.
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Swift
Apus apus
Common summer visitor, breeds in village
The first swift is usually seen late April and the
last sighting September. This year the first
reported (MD) swift was 3rd May and last 20th
August.
Small numbers breed in Little Paxton village with
their screaming call being heard between May
and June before they settle on their nests.
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Green woodpecker
Picus viridis
Common resident
The earlier April survey introduced in 2017
indicated more probable / confirmed breeding
green woodpeckers than the historical two
surveys of May and June. The likely reason is
green woodpeckers start nesting late April so by
May they are less visable. The last three surveys
have estimated between 13 and 16 pairs.
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Kingfisher
Alcedo atthis
Resident, scarcer in winter months
There were no reports of kingfishers in January
probably due to them moving onto the river
during the colder periods. All reported sightings
were of single or pairs with one pair nesting on
the river near River View point.
There are plans to install artificial kingfisher nest
holes to entice birds to breed on the lakes and
pits as prior to 2009 the average number
recorded was five pairs being much higher than
recent years.
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Great spotted woodpecker
Dendrocopus major
Common resident
The PBBS indicated a probable / confirmed
breeding number of four pairs, possibly an underJ
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Wryneck
Jynx torquilla
Rare migrant visitor
A bird was disturbed midday on 21st September in the
long grass in the north-west corner of Diddington Pit
which then flew across the path into the willows. The
bird was seen very brief but both observers (MD/JW)
were convinced it was a Wryneck. It was again seen
later in the day in the exact spot and flew back into
the willows. MD then saw it briefly on the ground
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recording as birds
were regularly seen
throughout Paxton
Pits and were
present in areas
outside the Nature
Reserve where there were no breeding records.
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Skylark
Alauda arvensis
Resident but declining numbers
In the 2018/19 winter there were regular small
flocks in the A1 fields with the largest count (MD)
of 25+ on 8th January. Fewer skylarks were seen
in the following winter.
All the breeding records were outside the Nature
Reserve. The breeding numbers were similar to
past years. Unsure how successful they were as
no nests or family parties were reported.
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Kestrel
Falco tinnunculus
Resident
A regular sighting at Paxton Pits with the PBBS
reporting a probable two pairs on the Reserve.
Kestrels looked to have had a good year as
autumn and winter sightings were more regular
than past years.
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Merlin
Falco columbarius
Scarce autumn and winter visitor
There were only two sightings (JW) on 23rd
August and 9th November. The birds were seen
on both occasions near to Pumphouse Pits’ bund
giving good views before flying off.
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Sand martin
Riparia riparia
Summer visitor
The first sand martin was seen (JW) on 3rd March.
This was the second earliest spring sighting being
one day later than a bird seen in 1997 on the 2nd.
Sand martins again bred on the working quarry
with an estimated 50 nests. Most birds leave by
the end of August with the last report (D Gruar)
on 15th September.

Hobby
Falco subbuteo
Common summer visitor, local breeder
The first spring sighting (MD) was 22nd April with
numbers peaking early May. There were two high
counts of 11 birds (JW) on 12th May and 15 (MD)
on 14th May seen at the north end of the Reserve.
Birds were regularly reported throughout the
summer months with one often seen over Little
Paxton village. There was no evidence of
breeding on the Reserve although the regular
sightings indicated they bred locally. The last
report (MD) was 25th September.
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Peregrine
Falco peregrinus
Uncommon autumn and winter visitor
Peregrines were seen less this year with only four
reported sightings, all from different locations
throughout Paxton Pits.
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count of eight birds (MD) on 8th
April. This included a blueheaded
yellow
wagtail,
subspecies flava, seen feeding
with the others on Diddington
Pit. The last sighting was 21st
September.

Swallow
Hirundo rustica
Common on passage, breeds locally
The earliest sighting (MD) was 3 birds on 31st
March with the last birds seen on 16th October.
There was no evidence of swallows attempting to
breed on the Reserve although common around
Diddington village and Boughton Lodge.
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Grey wagtail
Motacilla cinerea
Localised resident, usually along river
Grey wagtails bred at Little Paxton locks with two
juveniles seen (NP) on 4th July. They were more
regularly reported during the winter months
when they move from the favoured breeding
sites.

House martin
Delichon urbica
Common on passage, breeds in village
The first sighting (JW) was on 6th April with a large
movement of house martins and swallows
reported on 5th May. House martins were
common around Little Paxton where they bred in
good numbers. The last bird was seen (JW) on
12th October.
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Motacilla alba yarrelli
Common resident
Pied wagtails were not regularly reported
although present throughout the year. A small
roost of 20 birds was reported (NP) in the young
willows in the north-west corner of Pumphouse
Pit West. Good winter numbers were present at
Stirtloe sewage works.

Anthus tribialis
Uncommon passage migrant
A tree pit was heard and seen flying over the
north end during the May PBBS.
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Pied wagtail
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Tree pipit
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Meadow pipit
Anthus pratensis
Common winter visitor
Birds were regularly seen during the winter
months throughout the Reserve with the highest
count (MD) of 45. The last bird was seen (NP) on
16th April and first returning on 6th September.
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J A S O N D

Rock pipit
Anthus petrosus
Scarce visitor
This was the third year where rock pipits were
seen (MD) on the spring and autumn migrations.
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White wagtail
Motacilla alba albai
Uncommon passage migrant
A white wagtail was seen (MD/NP) on Diddington
Pit on 8th May. These birds migrate annually
through the UK to and from Scandinavia.

Yellow wagtail
Motacilla flava flavissima
Uncommon passage migrant
Regular migrant seen in the spring and autumn.
The first bird was seen 14th April with the highest

J
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throughout the Reserve and in all seasons. The
PBBS again indicated over 100 breeding pairs.

Wren
Troglodytes troglodytes
Abundant resident
The wren was again the commonest breeding
bird at Paxton Pits with over 150 estimated pairs.

J F M A M J

The population has increased over the past ten
years with 2019 being a record year.
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Dunnock
Prunella modularis
Abundant resident
Dunnock breeding numbers of circa 50 pairs were
slightly down on past years reflecting comments
from BTO. It is a very common bird at Paxton Pits
but is often overlooked.

J A S O N D

Robin
Erithacus rubecula
Abundant resident
J F M A M J

J A S O N D

Nightingale
Luscinia megarhynchos
Summer visitor in declining numbers
The decline of the nightingale is not specific to
Paxton Pits with numbers falling on many
reserves. Grafham Water has seen similar
declines which led to the Anglian Water
conservation team arranging an April workshop
in Cambridge. The view was that the decline can
be reversed with good management of the
nightingales’ habitat. The Knepp farm in West

Robin although not the commonest was the bird
heard and seen the most, being present
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Sussex has seen great success in their rewilding
project with increases in nightingales and turtle
doves, and an introduction program for white
stork.
The conclusion was nightingales prefer closedcanopy scrub, areas
of bare ground under
the
canopy,
surrounded by low
dense
vegetation
and near water. A
study
also
recognised that they
prefer fenced areas
possibly as it stops
animals grazing and
restricts
predator
access. To keep good habitat it is recommended
that the scrub is cut at intervals, typically in the
range of 10 – 15 years.
At Paxton Pits Nature Reserve it was notable over
recent years that the tree cover had become too
dense, with little or no ground vegetation, for the
nightingales to breed. While the nightingale
population was doing well there had been no site
management as it was decided to leave it alone.
It has now been decided that as the nightingales
have been lost, then the key areas should be cut
back with the East Scrub being the first area.
In 2019 it was the first year no territories were
held on the Nature Reserve. A small colony of five
singing males were heard regularly along the
north end of Pumphouse Pit East with a bird seen
carrying food on the 2nd June during the PBBS.

Black redstart
Phoenicurus ochruros
Rare visitor
There was an unconfirmed report of a female
black restart seen on the quarry on 21st April.
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Redstart
Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Scarce passage migrant
Only one sighting of a male seen (JW) along the
north side of Island Pit on 1st September.
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Whinchat
Saxicola rubetra
Scarce passage migrant
There were no spring and only three autumn
sightings. A group of four birds were seen
(JW/NP) on Pumphouse Meadow on 1st
September.
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Stonechat
Saxicola torquata
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor
Stonechats, as in most years, were occasionally
seen outside the breeding season. They seem to
prefer the open fields around Diddington Pit and
A1 Lakes.
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Wheatear
Oenanthe oenanthe
Uncommon passage migrant
Small numbers pass through the Reserve during
their spring and autumn migration with six
sightings of single birds all from the north end.
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Ring ouzel

J F M A M J

Turdus torquatus
Annual scarce spring visitor
Ring ouzel over recent years has become a
regular but scarce spring sighting. A male was
seen (JW) on 18th April in the willows south of
Pumphouse Pit East in southeast corner.

J A S O N D
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The higher number of reported breeding pairs
since 2017 is probably due to the introduction of
the earlier survey in April. The 2019 PBBS
estimated 40 breeding pairs which was slightly
down on the previous two years.

Blackbird
Turdus merula
Abundant resident with winter influx
The PBBS estimated 88 pairs, the same as 2018
and slightly above the average over the past 10
years of 82 pairs. The blackbird was common
throughout the Reserve and in the villages.

J F M A M J
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Redwing
Turdus iliacus
Common winter visitor
The last spring sighting (MD) of redwing was 26th
March in the quarry field. This was almost two
weeks earlier than last year and a month early
than the last sighting of fieldfare. The first
returning birds was a flock of circa 50 seen (JW)
on 6th October.
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Mistle thrush
J F M A M J

Turdus viscivorus
Uncommon localised resident
A bird which has become less common on the
Reserve nowadays with the only frequent
sightings around Diddington village and Thornhill
Estate.
The PBBS estimated one possible pair. The largest
number was a family group of seven seen (NP)
flying over Little Paxton on 4th July.

J A S O N D

Fieldfare
Turdus pilaris
Common winter visitor
The last spring sighting (JW/NP) was 22nd April
with circa 70 birds seen in the southeast corner
of Pumphouse Pit East. Fieldfare departed later
than most years and at least two weeks later than
the last bird seen in 2018. The first returning bird
was seen (MD) on 7th October.
J F M A M J
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Cetti's warbler
Cettia cetti
Localised but increasing resident

J A S O N D

Song thrush
Turdus philomelos
Common resident
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The breeding success is somewhat dependant on
the severity of the previous winter as Cetti’s
warblers overwinter at Paxton Pits. Winter
records are very sparse with the occasional
sighting or on sunny days when they may sing.
The birds seem to favour low scrub near water
margins. The PBBS reported 19 singing males
which was the second best year.

Breeding numbers of sedge warbler have
remained fairly stable at 50 to 60 pairs since 2010
when there was a notable decline. The first bird
was reported (MD) on 8th April and the last
sightings (NP) were on 27th August.
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Reed warbler
Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Abundant summer visitor
The earliest bird was seen (MD) on 20th April, a
day later than 2018. There were a number of
single birds seen in early September with last
sighting on 20th. The numbers of breeding pairs of
51 is slightly down on past years although many
of the areas reed warblers breed were
inaccessible.

J

F M A M J

J

A S O N D

Grasshopper warbler
Locustella naevia
Scarce passage migrant and occasional breeder
There were four records of birds reeling (i.e.
singing). The earliest was 24th April with a bird
heard (NP) in the field between A1 Pits and Haul
Road. All the birds were short stayers as all the
records were of one day only.
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Lesser whitethroat
Sedge warbler

Sylvia curruca
Localised summer visitor
The first bird was seen on 16th April with most
birds leaving by end of August. There was one
late September sighting (NP) on 21st.
The PBBS estimated 18 breeding pairs. There has
been a notable increase since 2009 and since
2013 numbers have remained relatively constant
with an average of 16 pairs over this period.

Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Abundant summer visitor
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Garden warbler
Sylvia borin
Abundant summer visitor
Third commonest warbler with an estimated 81
breeding pairs in 2019. Numbers seem stable
over recent years.
The earliest reported sightings were 19th April
with the last bird seen 20th September.
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Whitethroat
Sylvia communis
Common summer visitor
Last year’s lower breeding numbers were
probably due to a cold weather front across
Europe at the time whitethroats reach Britain
with many possibly staying on the continent. The

J F M A M J
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Blackcap
Sylvia atricapilla
Abundant summer visitor
The BTO reported, “Chiffchaff and Blackcap, two
warbler species that winter in southern Europe
and North Africa, returned in very good numbers
in 2019, with Blackcap registering the highest
totals since monitoring began in 1983.” This
comment matches Paxton Pits with 37% more
singing males recorded during the PBBS than
2018.

breeding pairs for 2019 of 45 pairs was back to
past numbers similar to post-2018 average.
The first bird was seen (MD) on 19th April and the
last sighting (NP) was 1st September.

J F M A M J

The number of possible breeding pairs of 138
means Blackcap was the second commonest

J A S O N D
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breeding bird at Paxton Pits, higher than blue tit,
great tit and robin.
Some blackcaps overwinter in England. However,
at Paxton there was only one sighting of a male
feeding in TG’s garden on 5th February. The
earliest returning bird was 24th March with the
latest sighting (NP) of four birds seen on 7th
October.
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Willow warbler
Phylloscopus trochilus
Common summer visitor
The first birds were heard singing (A&K Howard)
on 5th April with the last bird reported 19th
September – both dates were close to 2018
records.
The willow warbler population has, over the last
decade, seen a steady decline although in recent
years it has been fairly stable at circa 30 pairs.

A S O N D

Chiffchaff
Phylloscopus collybita
Abundant summer visitor
A common summer warbler at Paxton Pits with
an occasional sighting in the winter months. The
best place to see wintering Chiffchaff is at Stirtloe
sewage works where 2 – 3 birds often overwinter.
The PBBS trend shows a slow but steady increase
with a record 99 possible pairs in 2019,
marginally higher than the second best year of
2017. Part of the increase over the past three
years is due to the earlier April survey with
singing birds being 20+ higher than the two
surveys of May and June.
The first singing bird was heard (IKD) on 25th
February and the last major autumn movement
was early October.
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Goldcrest
Regulus regulus
Localised breeder, small numbers rest of year
Continued breeding success in 2019 with an
estimated eight pairs. Prior to 2017 the goldcrest
was almost absent as a breeding bird at Paxton
Pits.

A S O N D

Siberian chiffchaff
Phylloscopus collybita tristis
Rare winter visitor
A bird was regularly seen in December at Stirtloe
sewage works. This site is just north of the
Reserve at the start of Anglian Water Road.
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Spotted flycatcher

Marsh tit

Muscicapa striata
Occasional breeder, scarce on passage
There were no records of breeding pairs with only
sporadic sightings during the late spring and
autumn migrations. The first bird was seen 12th
May and last sightings on 21st September.

Parus palustris
Scarce resident
A bird possibly lost from Paxton Pits Nature
Reserve with no PBBS records, being the first year
marsh tits have been absent. There was only one
record of two birds seen (MD) along Anglian
Water Road on 7th October.
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Pied flycatcher
Coal tit

Ficedula hypoleuca
Rare passage migrant
Two birds were found (MD), an adult and first
year, on 24th August in the northwest corner of
Island Pit.
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Parus ater
Localised resident
Coal tits remain an uncommon bird at Paxton Pits
with most reports coming from Little Paxton
village although two birds were caught in the
Ringers’ nets during their September visit to the
Sanctuary area. It is suspected that a few pairs
bred in the village with two birds heard (MD)
singing near the church on 29th April.

A S O N D

Long-tailed tit
Aegithalos caudatus
Abundant resident
The earlier surveys introduced from 2017 is
probably the reason for higher counts of breeding
long-tailed tits. This year’s numbers were down
on 2018 record year but at 49 pairs was still the
second highest count.
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Blue tit
Parus caeruleus
Abundant resident
Blue tits had another very good breeding season
with an estimated 114 pairs. Both blue and great
tits benefit from nest boxes placed throughout
the Nature Reserve.

J F M A M J
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Great tit

J F M A M J

Parus major
Abundant resident
Great tits had another good year with the BTO
reporting, “Preliminary results show that many
species laid eggs significantly earlier than

J A S O N D
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average, possibly due to record-breaking
February temperatures. Numbers of blue, great
and long-tailed tits at the start of the breeding
season were higher than average and each pair
that bred produced a higher than average
number of chicks”. The earlier survey introduced
in 2017 possibly accounts for more records but
2019 was the first year with breeding numbers
exceeding 100 pairs.

Treecreeper
Certhia familiaris
Localised resident
The PBBS recorded a possible eight breeding
pairs, similar to the past two years. A family group
was seen on 12th May near River Viewpoint.
Sightings tend to be sparse with no records
submitted in the last three months of the year.

J F M A M J J A S O N D

Jay
Garrulus glandarius
Localised resident
It is suspected that jay breed on the Reserve in
most years but in 2019 there was no evidence
and no family groups were seen. Jay were
regularly reported, usually a single bird with
three together being the largest count.
J F M A M J J A S O N D
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Magpie

J A S O N D

Pica pica
Common resident
It is difficult to assess the breeding pairs of
corvids due to their larger range and nonbreeding birds. A better estimate is the
probable/confirmed breeding pairs which the
PBBS estimated at 16 pairs.
J F M A M J J A S O N D

Nuthatch
Sitta europea
Rare visitor
Nuthatch remains a very scarce bird with the
trend being single observer sightings. It seems as
if birds pass through the Reserve rather than stay.
There were two reports in 2019 on 15th June (A
Tongue) and 15th September (D Gruar).
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Jackdaw
Corvus monedula
Resident, more numerous in winter
There were an estimated four probable/
confirmed breeding pairs on the Reserve

A S O N D
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although difficult to assess. They also bred in the
villages.
During winter, jackdaw roost on Heronry South
Lake and north of Cloudy Lake. The numbers
were in the thousands although the specific
number was unknown as there was no count in
the year.
J F M A M J J A S O N D

House sparrow
Passer domesticus
Abundant in villages
House sparrows were a common bird in Little
Paxton and Diddington villages and were seen
around the fringes of the Reserve.
J F M A M J J A S O N D

Chaffinch

Rook

Fringilla coelebs
Common resident but declining
Chaffinches were one of the commonest birds at
Paxton Pits but over recent years their numbers
have been in freefall with only an estimated 18
breeding pairs in 2019 being the lowest on
record. Since 2006 they have been affected by a
severe outbreak of trichomonosis, a parasite
which affects the back of the throat and in the
gullet. It is most likely transferred through
contaminated food and water. Birds have also
been affected by warty growths called Fringilla
papillomavirus which develop on their legs. It’s
not fatal but definitely hinders movement.
Chaffinch numbers increase during the winter
months although flocks were smaller than a
decade ago. The largest count recorded of 34
birds was seen (MD) at the north end.

Corvus frugilegus
Resident, more numerous in winter
There were two known rookeries, one north of
Sailing Lake and another near Boughton Lodge
farm. Both rookeries have been there for more
than 10 years. There was an estimated 55 nests
similar to last year.
J F M A M J J A S O N D

Carrion crow
Corvus corone corone
Resident
The number of breeding pairs is difficult to assess
as territories can cover a number of PBBS routes
but a conservative estimate is a minimum of ten
pairs.
J F M A M J J A S O N D

Raven
Corvus corax
Scarce but increasing visitor
This was the second year where Ravens were
occasionally reported, usually as a flyover. The
highest count (MD) was three near Diddington
village. It is assumed they bred locally as seen
intermittently throughout the year.
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Starling
J F M A M J J A S O N D

Sturnus vulgaris
Abundant resident
There was one confirmed report of breeding on
the Reserve. Generally they prefer to breed in the
villages. The largest summer count was 55 birds
seen (NP) on 15th July at Pumphouse Pit East and
included many juveniles. Larger numbers visit the
Reserve in the winter months but again no
murmurations were reported in the year.
J F M A M J J A S O N D

Brambling
Fringilla montifringilla
Scarce winter visitor, usually seen on passage
There were only three records in the year with
single birds seen during migration periods.
J
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Greenfinch
Carduelis chloris
Common resident
Greenfinch breeding numbers of 22 pairs were
similar to the past two years where the earlier
survey introduced in 2017 may have accounted
for more reported sightings. Similar to
chaffinches, the greenfinch was severely affected
by the outbreak of trichomonosis with numbers
falling from 2006. Unlike chaffinches, greenfinch
numbers stabilised and have remained fairly
constant over the past ten years.
J F M A M J J A S O N D

Siskin
Carduelis spinus
Winter visitor in small numbers
Last year was one of the quietest years for
reported sightings possibly due to the mild
winter. There were only four records all of single
birds.
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Linnet
Carduelis cannabina
Common resident increasing in winter
Linnet breeding numbers of 25 pairs was down on
the peak of 2017 although it was comparable to
the average of 26 since 2012 - the year where
there was a step increase in breeding numbers.
Large winter counts were regularly reported (TB)
in February and March in the A1 fields with the
largest count of circa 200 birds seen (MD) on 17th
February.
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Goldfinch
Carduelis carduelis
Resident
Goldfinch numbers have apparently increased
over the past two years with breeding pairs
estimated at 34, down slightly from last year’s 38
pairs. As reported last year, there is some
evidence that the fall in chaffinch and greenfinch
numbers has reduced competition for food.

J F M A M J J A S O N D
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Lesser redpoll
Carduelis cabaret
Localised winter visitor, often scarce
The number of redpoll sightings were well down
on past years with only two records (JW), both
flyovers, on 6th October and 9th November.
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Bullfinch
Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Resident
Bullfinch numbers have seen a small fall over
recent years with the PBBS estimated 10
breeding pairs.
In winter months they were often seen in small
groups of up to 10 birds favouring the areas along
Anglian Water Road and the west hedgerow
along Island Pit.
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Reed bunting
Emberiza schoeniclus
Abundant resident
The number of breeding reed buntings has
remained fairly constant over the last ten years
with an average of 51 pairs. This year there was
an estimated 52 breeding pairs. A common bird
throughout the winter months with the largest
count (NP) of 20 birds on 9th November.

J A S O N D

Yellowhammer
Emberiza citrinella
Localised resident increasing in winter
The PBBS has reported a slight increase over the
past two years with an estimated 11 pairs. They
tend to favour the hedgerows on the outskirts of
the Reserve, particularly between A1 Pits and
Haul Road and the hedges around Pumphouse Pit
West and Diddington Pit.
The winter flocks of 2018/19 were regularly seen
(TB) around the A1 fields with the highest count
(MD) of 56 birds. Towards the end of the year,
they were more common along Anglian Water
Road with over 20 birds seen (NP) in the
hedgerows and over 30 birds flying to roost
towards Thornhill Estate.
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Corn bunting
Miliaria calandra
Rare winter visitor
There were no reports in 2019.
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Paxton Pits Bird Species List
Status
V
R
A
R
O
V
O
R
O
O
A
A
V
O
A
V
R
R
W
V
R
A
W
A
W
V
V
R
O
V
V
V
W
W
W
V
V
R
O
V
R
V
V
V
V
R

Species name
Brent goose
Canada goose
Barnacle goose
Greylag goose
Pink-footed goose
Tundra bean goose
White-fronted goose
Mute swan
Bewick's swan
Whooper swan
Egyptian goose
Shelduck
Ruddy shelduck
Mandarin duck
Garganey
Blue-winged teal
Shoveler
Gadwall
Wigeon
American wigeon
Mallard
Pintail
Teal
Red-crested pochard
Pochard
Ferruginous duck
Ring-necked duck
Tufted duck
Scaup
Eider
Common scoter
Long-tailed duck
Goldeneye
Smew
Goosander
Red-breasted merganser
Ruddy duck
Red-legged partridge
Grey partridge
Quail
Pheasant
Red-throated diver
Black-throated diver
Great northern diver
Fulmar
Little grebe

Status
V
R
V
A
V
V
V
V
A
R
V
A
R
V
V
R
A
V
R
V
A
V
V
R
R
R
X
V
R
R
V
V
S
V
S
R
W
V
A
P
S
X
P
P
A
P

Species name
Red-necked grebe
Great crested grebe
Slavonian grebe
Black-necked grebe
Black stork
White stork
Glossy Ibis
Spoonbill
Bittern
Grey heron
Purple heron
Great white egret
Little egret
Gannet
Shag
Cormorant
Osprey
Honey-buzzard
Sparrowhawk
Goshawk
Marsh harrier
Hen harrier
Montagu's harrier
Red kite
Buzzard
Water rail
Corncrake
Spotted crake
Moorhen
Coot
Crane
Stone-curlew
Oystercatcher
Black-winged stilt
Avocet
Lapwing
Golden plover
American golden plover
Grey plover
Ringed plover
Little ringed plover
Killdeer
Whimbrel
Curlew
Bar-tailed godwit
Black-tailed godwit
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Status
A
O
P
O
O
O
P
V
A
V
V
W
A
W
V
V
P
W
R
P
V
P
V
V
R
P
A
W
R
V
V
R
O
A
R
V
O
O
V
S
P
V
V
P
V
V

Species name
Turnstone
Knot
Ruff
Curlew sandpiper
Temminck's stint
Sanderling
Dunlin
Baird's sandpiper
Little stint
Buff-breasted sandpiper
Pectoral sandpiper
Woodcock
Jack snipe
Snipe
Red-necked phalarope
Grey phalarope
Common sandpiper
Green sandpiper
Redshank
Wood sandpiper
Spotted redshank
Greenshank
Kittiwake
Sabine's gull
Black-headed gull
Little gull
Mediterranean gull
Common gull
Great black-backed gull
Glaucous gull
Iceland gull
Herring gull
Caspian gull
Yellow-legged gull
Lesser black-backed gull
Caspian tern
Sandwich tern
Little tern
Roseate tern
Common tern
Arctic tern
Whiskered tern
White-winged black tern
Black tern
Pomarine skua
Arctic skua

Status
V
V
V
R
R
R
A
R
S
R
A
R
O
O
V
V
S
R
V
V
V
R
R
R
V
A
S
A
V
V
V
V
R
R
X
R
R
R
A
V
R
A

Species name
Long-tailed skua
Little auk
Common guillemot
Rock / Feral dove
Stock dove
Wood pigeon
Turtle dove
Collared dove
Cuckoo
Barn owl
Tawny owl
Little owl
Long-eared owl
Short-eared owl
Nightjar
Alpine swift
Swift
Kingfisher
Hoopoe
Wryneck
Lesser spotted w/pecker
Great spotted w/pecker
Green woodpecker
Kestrel
Red-footed falcon
Merlin
Hobby
Peregrine
Ring-necked parakeet
Red-backed shrike
Great grey shrike
Golden oriole
Jay
Magpie
Nutcracker
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion crow
Raven
Waxwing
Coal tit
Marsh tit

Status
V
R
R
V
V
V
R
S
S
S
R
R
V
V
S
R
V
S
S
V
A
S
S
S
S
V
R
R
O
R
V
R
O
R
W
W
R
R
S
R
S
V

Species name
Willow tit
Blue tit
Great tit
Penduline tit
Bearded tit
Woodlark
Skylark
Sand martin
Swallow
House martin
Cetti's warbler
Long-tailed tit
Wood warbler
Yellow-browed warbler
Willow warbler
Chiffchaff
Great reed warbler
Sedge warbler
Reed warbler
Marsh warbler
Grasshopper warbler
Blackcap
Garden warbler
Lesser whitethroat
Whitethroat
Firecrest
Goldcrest
Wren
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Rose-coloured starling
Starling
Ring ouzel
Blackbird
Fieldfare
Redwing
Song thrush
Mistle thrush
Spotted flycatcher
Robin
Nightingale
Pied flycatcher
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Status
V
O
A
W
P
R
V
R
S
R
R
V
W
V
V
O
R
W
V
R
R
V
R
V
W
V
R
W
V
O
R
R

Species name
Black redstart
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Wheatear
House sparrow
Tree sparrow
Dunnock
Yellow wagtail
Grey wagtail
Pied wagtail
Richard's pipit
Meadow pipit
Tree pipit
Water pipit
Rock pipit
Chaffinch
Brambling
Hawfinch
Bullfinch
Greenfinch
Twite
Linnet
Common redpoll
Lesser redpoll
Crossbill
Goldfinch
Siskin
Snow bunting
Corn bunting
Yellowhammer
Reed bunting

Index
R
S
W
P
A
O
V
X

Resident
Summer Visitor
Winter/Non-breeding
Passage migration
Occasional (annual)
Occasional (< annual)
Vagrant (<=3 over 10 yrs)
Not in the last 50 years

Non-passerines
The breeding results of non-passerines is a
combination of the Paxton Breeding Bird Surveys
(PBBS), sightings reported in the Visitor Centre’s
log book and other sightings reported to myself.
The log book is a very useful source of information
as the breeding success of many of the nonpasserine species is based on confirmed sightings
rather than numbers seen during the surveys.
Therefore, please continue to report any breeding
sightings in the log book at the Visitor Centre.

Paxton Breeding Bird Survey Report
Thank you to everyone who participated in the
PBBS. The information we have gathered over the
past 20+ years has helped us understand
population trends over that period and without
these surveys many of the changes would have
gone unnoticed.
This year we reduced the number of PBBS to three,
planned for the first Sunday of the month starting
in April. We added a water bird / waterfowl survey
in mid-July particularly aimed at confirming the
later broods, as species like tufted duck, greatcrested grebes and other water birds are often
late breeders. This survey was somewhat
disappointing as the number of confirmed
sightings was lower than expected. A possible
explanation was the long deluge of rain in June
which may have chilled some of the eggs. The
rainfall over a 5-day period from 9th June
deposited 7 cm of rain compared to the past three
months of 10 cm in total, with 4 cm falling in one
day on 10th June.

The breeding success of waterfowl was down on
past years with fewer broods reported. Mute
swans had a mixed year with 10 nests and six
successful. There were three large broods
reported on Rudd, Hayling and the river with one
or two cygnets on Pumphouse, Sailing and
Diddington Pits. Sailing Lake had six cygnets but
over a number of days this fell to one! There were
again no broods reported on the Skiing Lakes. The
number of reported family groups of Canada and
greylag geese was significantly down on past years
although large flocks are still present on the
Reserve. The number of breeding mallard was
similar to last year with later broods being
noticeably smaller. There was one family group of
gadwall and only one tufted duck group. If there
was any impact from the wet June then tufted
duck and late mallard nesters would have been
affected.

A total of 102 species (same as last year) were
recorded over the three surveys with 66 species
possibly breeding on the Reserve, although this
includes kingfisher which nested on the river bank
viewable from the Reserve. The star bird seen
during the surveys was a male American wigeon
which was present from 28th April to 5th May. This
was a first for Paxton Pits. Another interesting
sighting was a tawny owl seen on the April survey
which was disturbed and flew across the river
towards the trees on the opposite bank. This
sighting has been the only record this year of a
tawny owl!

Great crested grebe breeding attempts were
similar to last year with pairs on most pits but
again the success rate was low with only a few
sightings of juvenile birds. Little grebe is back as a
breeding bird after a decade of being absent. The
birds have been present since spring on one of the
smaller pits but a brood wasn’t seen until 13th
August, possible their first attempt was washed
out with the rains in June. Cormorant nests on
Heronry South were again estimated at 50, grey
heron at four and there were no records of little
egret. Moorhen and coot breeding pairs remain
stable at 20+ and 40+ respectively. The success
rate of coot nests over the past ten years has fallen
particularly on the northern pits, possibly due to
increased predation. Similar to last year the water
rail was occasionally reported during the summer
months but not regularly enough to say there
were any possible breeding pairs.

The data from the surveys is entered into an Excel
spreadsheet by route and date to produce an
estimated number of breeding birds. The
spreadsheet is relatively simple using a consistent
approach and provides the capability to see the
number of possible territories by route for each
species. The aim of this summary is to provide a
brief update on the results of the surveys.
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Raptor numbers of sparrowhawk, kestrel and
buzzard remain similar to past years with circa two
pairs breeding on or around the Reserve. Again
there remains no records of breeding red kite and
hobby although red kites were regularly seen near
Thornhill Estate and hobbies were often recorded
hunting house martins in the village. Similarly,
there were no records of tawny owls breeding on
the Reserve although a pair of barn owls raised
two, possibly three young in one of the nest boxes.

birds reported calling or singing throughout the
Reserve but most were single birds, apart from in
the scrubland between Anglian Road and East
Pumphouse Pit which held five singing males and
another bird in the woods nearby. A bird was seen
during the June PBBS carrying food.
There was no evidence of hirundines breeding
within Paxton Pits although a pair of swallows
attempted to nest at the entrance to the Visitor
Centre and there were an estimated 50 sand
martin nesting holes at the quarry dig near
Diddington. Wagtail numbers seemed to be on the
decline with no confirmed breeding success of
pied wagtails. Grey wagtail did breed successfully
at Little Paxton weir.

There were five wader species regularly seen on
the northern pits over the summer months. The
habitat on Diddington pit and the Quarry was good
for little ringed plovers. There were at least two
attempts at breeding but unsure of their success.
Juvenile birds were seen since July although
unable to discount birds coming from other sites.
Oystercatchers nested on a number of the pits
with young reported. Redshank did display in
spring but lack of reports over the summer months
indicate they were unsuccessful. Similarly,
lapwing may have bred but no reports submitted.
The surprise was two avocet nests on Diddington
Pit which nested at the same location they last
bred in 2011.

The resident birds of wren, robin, dunnock,
blackbird and song thrush show a stable trend
although wren numbers were definitely up on the
past two years, an indicator that the winter was
not too harsh.
Warbler numbers were either similar to, or better
than, last year. The year 2019 seems to have been
a good year for blackcaps with it being the second
commonest bird after the wren with 25%+
increase from previous years. Whitethroat
numbers were back to similar levels after a dip in
2018. The only species with a slight fall was
goldcrest but 2018 was a record year for the
numbers reported.

The breeding success of common tern and blackheaded gull was not well reported. Birds were
present on the tern rafts and Sailing Lake Island
during the June PBBS but then came the rain. It
was subsequently believed that predation by
otters was the cause of breeding failure. On the
positive side, cuckoo numbers on the Reserve
seemed stable with at least two pairs seen flying
together. Kingfishers were affected by a cold snap
in December and were absent for most of the
winter months. They did breed on the river bank
but not the Reserve.

The great tit was the only tit to show a small
increase. There was a noticeable decline in longtailed tits, probably affected last year from the
‘Beast from the east’ with colder weather in April
while they were breeding. Similarly, blue tit
numbers were marginally down – it still remains
the species with the most confirmed nest sites at
almost 25%. Marsh tit now seems to be lost as a
breeding bird with no reports of any birds seen so
far this year.
Finch and bunting numbers were either stable or
down on past years. Greenfinch numbers now
exceed chaffinch, which again showed a notable
decline in singing birds. Goldfinch, bullfinch and
linnet numbers were marginally down on last
year. Singing yellowhammer numbers were down
on 2018 (a good year) but there does seem to be
an overall increase in birds around the Reserve

Passerines
The PBBS is the main source of the number of
possible breeding passerines although for some of
the scarcer birds this is combined with other
reported sightings.
The past stronghold of breeding nightingales
around east side of Heronry Lakes has over the
past three years almost disappeared with only a
single bird reported singing. The thoughts are that
the habitat has lost much of its low vegetation
reducing nesting sites. This year there were 12

40

over recent years. Reed bunting remains similar to
past years with over 50 singing birds.

If you have any further breeding information
outside the surveys then please email details to
friends@paxton-pits.org.uk
or
myself
at
nppaxtonpits@gmail.com.

Since the report was issued in August other
information was received which increased the
number of possible breeding species to 71.

By Neal Parkin
14/08/19

Two of the commonest Paxton Pits breeding birds – blackbird & blue tit
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Paxton Pits 2019 Breeding Bird Survey Results (Updated)
Non-passerines
Mute swan
Greylag goose
Canada goose
Gadwall
Mallard
Shoveler
Tufted duck
Red-legged partridge
Pheasant
Little grebe
Great crested grebe
Cormorant
Little egret
Grey heron
Sparrowhawk
Buzzard
Kestrel
Hobby
Water rail
Moorhen
Coot
Oystercatcher
Avocet
Little ringed plover
Ringed plover
Lapwing
Redshank
Black-headed gull
Lesser black-backed gull
Herring gull
Common tern
Rock/Feral pigeon
Stock dove
Woodpigeon
Collared dove
Turtle dove
Cuckoo
Barn owl
Little owl
Tawny owl
Swift
Kingfisher
Green woodpecker
Great spotted w\pecker

Status max
R
4
R
4
R
4
R
1
R
3
R
1
R
1
R
1
R
2
R
1
R
1
R
5
R
3
R
1
R
2
R
1
R
3
S
R
3
R
1
R
2
S
1
S
5
S
1
S
R
4
R
1
R
2
R
1
R
1
S
3
R
R
2
R
1
R
2
S
2
S
3
R
3
R
5
R
1
S
R
3
R
1
R
1

2019
10
3
8
1
11

2018
7
12
14
3
11

1
10
21
2
23
50

10
6
10

4
2
2
2

4
2
2
3

13
40
1
4
2
4
3

18
34
3

2
23
41
6

20
50

20
42
5
2
1

2017
7
25
20
6

9
9

1

6
1
161
36

2
182
27

39

61

5
3
234
70
4
48

18
54
2

17
75
1

19
39
8

6
1
1

7

7
1

1
13
4

16
10
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13
5

2009
4
23
10
1
3

4
11
4
13
160
10
1
4

7
88
3
1
2
7
1
4
34
23
6
30
2
9
6

2
19
10

Passerines
Skylark
Sand martin
Swallow
House martin
Yellow wagtail
Grey wagtail
Pied wagtail
Wren
Robin
Dunnock
Nightingale
Blackbird
Song thrush
Mistle thrush
Cetti's warbler
Sedge warbler
Reed warbler
Lesser whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Willow warbler
Goldcrest
Spotted flycatcher
Long-tailed tit
Marsh tit
Blue tit
Great tit
Treecreeper
Jay
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion crow
Starling
House sparrow
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Linnet
Bullfinch
Yellowhammer
Reed bunting

Status max
R
2
S
3
S
2
S
S
R
R
2
R
3
R
2
R
1
S
5
R
1
R
1
R
3
R
2
S
2
S
3
S
2
S
2
S
2
S
2
S
1
S
2
R
1
S
R
2
R
R
1
R
1
R
2
R
1
R
3
R
3
R
5
R
1
R
3
R
3
R
2
R
2
R
2
R
2
R
1
R
2
R
2

2019
7
50

2018
8
40

2017
6
80
3

2009
5
45

1
155
111
51
5
88
40
1
19
53
51
18
45
81
138
99
32
8

2
125
104
69
6
88
47
1
14
56
55
17
28
73
101
80
28
12

5
126
95
59
8
84
42
2
12
58
58
11
40
80
91
95
41
8

1
65
86
45
29
92
35
1
1
90
70
7
43
76
56
48
67
1
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62
1
121
95
9
2
10
10
52
28

40
2
85
70
7
4
27
15
25
34
4
6
40
21
15
40
17
8
53

21
2
68
41
5
1
8
1
N/a
2

114
102
8
16
4
55
22
1
1
18
22
34
25
10
11
52

1
30
21
38
30
14
15
56
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2
60
20
3
5
14
8
52

BIRD RINGING REPORT
2019

The results are used to measure changing
population sizes (comparing the number of adult
birds caught each year) whilst the ratio of
juvenile to adult captures provides a measure of
breeding success. In addition to ringing new
birds we also record data for all birds we
recapture; those of adult birds ringed in previous
years are used to estimate annual survival rates.

Introduction
In 2019, we conducted 15 bird ringing sessions
at “The Sanctuary” at Paxton Pits Nature
Reserve. The first session was in early January
and our standard CES monitoring began in May
and continued until late August. 2019 proved to
be another improvement on the previous two
CES seasons. Post CES we managed to
successfully target late summer migrants on
three visits in September. The final session of the
year was a demonstration event where visitors
from the Friends of Paxton Pits were invited to
join us during the ringing session. Sadly, the poor
weather in autumn prevented any further visits.
The following report details our findings over the
past year.

Mild winter conditions were replaced with cold
and wet weather in late spring. We were
fortunate that conditions had improved by the
time the start of the 2019 CES ringing season was
due. Fine and dry weather in May enabled
resident species to raise broods with blue tits,
long-tailed tits and robins making up the most of
the early season catches.

CES 2019 Review
Background and Methods

June however was quite wet which seemed to
affect breeding warbler numbers especially
blackcaps which were surprisingly absent. The
record warmth of July seemed to suit
Phylloscopus warblers with a record combined
catch of willow warbler and chiffchaff on 21st
July.

The British Trust for Ornithology has used
Constant Effort Site (CES) bird ringing to monitor
the abundance, breeding success and survival of
24 common breeding songbirds since 1986.
Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is one of over 140
sites across the UK that contributes data to this
programme. Monitoring is carried out by
qualified volunteer bird ringers during the
breeding season, with twelve visits between
May and early September where the same nets
are set for the same standard length of time for
each visit. At Paxton, we monitor the site with
eight mist-nets totalling 140 metres in length
that are set between 5.30-11.30am.

Late summer saw an increase in thunderstorms
in August and the numbers of birds ringed were
steady rather than spectacular, the highlight was
the numbers of fledged bullfinches.
We succeeded in conducting ringing sessions on
eleven of the twelve allocated time periods. A
total of 346 new birds were ringed of 23 different
species (Table 1).
This was a further
improvement on 2018 as bird populations at
Paxton seem to be recovering after the poor year
in 2017. An average of 34 new birds ringed per
visit is just above the 10 year mean.
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Table 1. Yearly totals for the number of new birds ringed at Paxton CES (2007-2019)
Year No.
Total
New Number of Year No.
Total
New Number
Visits
Birds Ringed Species
Visits Birds Ringed
of Species
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

12
12
11
12
12
12
12

306
355
363
341
394
364
267

22
25
24
27
25
27
25

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

Total

The diversity of our catches was again one of the
great joys of ringing at Paxton. For the second
successive year we managed to catch jay as well
as both green and great spotted woodpeckers.
An adult female house sparrow was a surprise in
the sanctuary, showing how far these birds will
travel to forage to feed their nestlings. The
fourth ever CES kingfisher was the most popular
and photogenic bird of the season.
Unfortunately, no nightingales were trapped for
a third successive season. Appendix 1 gives the
individual session totals for new birds and
Appendix 2 some photographs.

12
12
12
12
11
11

378
513
339
259
316
346

27
27
26
19
24
23

4541

36

3 with full details and total number of birds
ringed for 2019).

Recapture Information
We re-encountered 71 different birds during
2019, 39 of these were from previous CES years.
25 of these were ringed in 2018, suggesting that
there was excellent over winter survival
between the two years (Table 2). The oldest
recaptured bird from a CES season was a
blackbird that was ringed in May 2014, which
had not been re-trapped in the almost 5 years
since it was first ringed. Returning reed warbler
and garden warbler that were both ringed in
2015 were also notable. Table 3 (below) lists the
ten longest duration/lived birds caught during
CES 2019.

Upon the completion of the CES ringing sessions
we visited “The Sanctuary” on three further
occasions. Here we were not constrained to
standardised hours or net opening times. As this
was post breeding season, we were also able to
use audio lures to attract birds, this proved very
effective and over the three sessions we ringed
a further 157 birds with blackcap and chiffchaff
making up 60% of the total. Two coal tits were
only the second and third for the site (Appendix
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Table 2. Species and year breakdown of re-trapped birds caught in 2019 CES season
CES Year
2017
2018
2014
2015
2016
2
Dunnock
1
5
Robin
1
Blackbird
1
1
1
Song thrush
Reed warbler
1
1
Garden warbler
1
1
Blackcap
1
2
Chiffchaff
1
4
Long-tailed tit
1
3
3
Blue tit
6
Great tit
1
1
Treecreeper
TOTAL

1

3

8

2

25

Since the 2018 bird ringing report we have had news of several birds ringed at Paxton which have been
caught elsewhere in the UK. Appendix 4 maps the locations of these birds.
Table 3. Ten longest lived birds derived from bird recaptured during the 2019 CES season.
Species
Number of First Capture Latest
Duration
Re-captures
Capture
Blackbird
1
17/05/2014 05/05/2019
4 years 353 days
Reed warbler
1
11/07/2015 21/07/2019
4 years 10 days
Garden warbler
1
10/05/2015 05/05/2019
3 years 360 days
Long-tailed tit
3
27/06/2015 12/05/2019
3 years 316 days
Blackbird
2
27/05/2016 05/05/2019
2 years 343 days
Blackcap
4
03/09/2016 27/05/2019
2 years 266 days
Robin
2
17/07/2017 26/08/2019
2 years 70 days
Long-tailed tit
3
27/05/2017 12/05/2019
1 year 350 days
Blackcap
1
09/07/2017 22/06/2019
1 year 348 days
Blackbird
1
02/06/2017 12/05/2019
1 year 344 days
During the first two CES sessions we caught two birds that had been ringed away from Paxton. The first
was a blackcap with a French ring, this bird was originally ringed at Dunes de la Slack, Pas-de-Calais on
03/09/2011 (yellow bird on map), the second a reed warbler (blue bird on map) ringed at Sandwich Bay
Bird Observatory in Kent on 18/08/2015.
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Comparison to National Trends

Acknowledgements

The big winners nationally in 2019 were blue, great
and long tailed tit as well as treecreeper. This mirrors
the findings at Paxton as all four species had
productive seasons. Good overwinter survival
following productive breeding seasons in 2018 are
cited as potential reasons for these increases.
For migrant species both chiffchaff and blackcap
were recorded in particularly high numbers
nationally. This was again true for chiffchaff at
Paxton. However, blackcap had a poor year after
being recorded at record levels in 2018, the wet
weather in June was likely to have reduced nesting
success of first broods. Post CES ringing saw excellent
numbers of blackcaps ringed, suggesting productivity
in later season broods was high.

We would be unable to conduct our bird ringing
surveys without the help of many people.
Firstly, I’d like to thank the Mike Thomas, Jim
Stevenson and all the staff and volunteers at Paxton
Pits Nature Reserve for their enthusiasm to enable us
to continue bird ringing at Paxton as well as
arranging our access permissions. I’d also like to
thank the Friends of Paxton Pits for their continued
generous financial support.
Maureen Reeves as ever has been invaluable in
providing liaison with FPP and Andy Stanbury and Viv
Ward were stalwarts of most ringing sessions. Many
thanks to all ringers and helpers who braved the
early alarm calls and/or helped set nets the day
before.

By Derek Gruar
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Appendix 1: Number of new birds ringed on each CES Visit 2019.

Visit number
Woodpigeon
Kingfisher
Great spotted
woodpecker
Green
woodpecker
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Blackbird
Song thrush
Reed warbler
Lesser
whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Willow warbler
Long tailed tit
Blue tit
Great tit
Treecreeper
Jay
House sparrow
Bullfinch

05/05

12/05

27/05

02/06

22/06

30/06

07/07

21/07

01/08

17/08

26/08

1
0
0

2
0
0

3
1
0

4
0
0

5
0
0

6
0
0

7
0
1

8
0
0

9
0
0

11
0
0

12
0
0

Total
11
1
1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

1

0
1
2
3
1
0
0

0
1
2
4
1
0
2

0
1
1
11
3
0
0

0
0
0
4
1
1
1

1
3
0
5
0
1
0

1
2
1
3
0
0
0

0
4
2
3
0
0
0

0
2
0
4
0
1
1

0
8
0
4
1
0
5

0
2
4
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

2
24
12
41
7
3
9

0
0
3
4
0
1
1
1
3
0
0
0
0

0
0
1
1
1
0
3
0
0
0
0
1
0

1
0
1
4
4
0
13
0
6
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
1
1
0
3
10
1
0
1
0
1

0
1
5
0
4
0
1
2
3
5
0
0
1

0
0
0
2
2
0
0
7
3
1
0
0
1

2
0
2
2
5
5
0
12
2
1
0
0
0

0
0
0
1
12
9
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
1
6
4
9
5
0
11
1
0
0
0
3

1
0
1
3
2
0
0
4
3
0
0
0
7

1
1
0
12
1
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
7

8
3
19
34
41
20
21
48
23
7
1
1
20

20

18

46

25

32

23

41

30

59

27

25

346
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Appendix 2: Photos of some species ringed in 2019:

House Sparrow, Bullfinch, Reed Warbler and Kingfisher.
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Appendix 3: Non-CES Ringing session totals
4th Jan
Species
Green
woodpecker
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Blackbird
Song thrush
Reed
warbler
Garden
warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Goldcrest
Long-tailed
tit
Coal tit
Blue tit
Great tit
Treecreeper
Bullfinch

14th Sept
15th Sept
20th Sept
(PM)
(AM)
New Retrap New Retrap New Retrap New Retrap New
Total
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Retrap
Total
1

1
0
1
4
0
0

0
0
2
0
0
0

1
0
4
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

1
1
1
0
1
1

1
0
0
0
0
0

1
0
1
1
0
0

0
1
1
0
0
0

4
1
7
5
1
1

1
1
3
0
0
0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0
0
3
0

0
0
0
1

29
7
1
2

0
0
1
3

27
7
0
0

1
0
1
0

19
7
2
0

0
0
1
1

75
21
6
2

1
0
3
5

0
1
3
1
0

0
3
0
2
0

0
7
3
1
1

0
1
2
0
0

2
6
3
0
0

0
0
1
0
0

0
3
1
1
0

0
0
0
0
1

2
17
10
3
1

0
4
3
2
1

14

9

57

7

50

4

36

5

157
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Total number of birds ringed at Paxton Pits in 2019.
Woodpigeon
1 Blackcap
109
Kingfisher
1 Chiffchaff
62
Great spotted
woodpecker
1 Willow warbler
20
Green woodpecker
2 Goldcrest
6
Wren
28 Long tailed tit
23
Dunnock
13 Coal tit
2
Robin
48 Blue tit
65
Blackbird
12 Great tit
33
Song thrush
4 Treecreeper
10
Reed warbler
10 Jay
1
Lesser whitethroat
8 House sparrow
1
Whitethroat
3 Bullfinch
21
Garden warbler
20
503
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Appendix 4: Recent UK recoveries of birds ringed at Paxton Pits (all caught by ringers).

Species
Ringing Location
Ringing Date
Finding Location
Finding Date
Distance/Duration

Reed Warbler
Paxton Pits
5/8/18
Lax Hill, Rutland
5/6/2019
304 days 53 km NW

Species
Ringing Location
Ringing Date
Finding Location
Finding Date
Distance/Duration

Blackcap
Paxton Pits
27/08/2018
Westdown Plantation, Wiltshire
29/09/18
33 days 163 km SW

Species
Ringing Location
Ringing Date
Finding Location
Finding Date
Distance/Duration

Blackcap
Paxton Pits
26/08/2019
Fawley, Hampshire
10/09/2019
15 days 177 km SSW
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Appendix 5. Recent European Recoveries of birds ringed at Paxton.

A juvenile male blackcap ringed by Mo Reeves
at Paxton on 3rd October 2015.
Was re-trapped at the Jew’s Gate Bird
Observatory, Gibraltar 1838km away on 4th
Observatory 2018.
This was three weeks before the Paxton
ringers were based in Gibraltar. So, it almost
met Mo again!
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BATS
2019

A group of interested amateurs first met on June
7th in the VC to be introduced to the world of
Chiroptera. We were instructed by a member of
the Bat Conservation Trust and taught some of
the basics of “in the field” bat detection and
identification. Following this extremely
interesting talk we ventured out on to the
Meadow Trail and around Rudd Lake and
successfully identified four species just on that
small part of the Reserve. These four were
common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, noctule
and Daubenton’s.

along the river bank north and west; the same
four species were identified as on the previous
excursion. Our plans to hold more surveys later
in the autumn were thwarted by atrocious
weather but we have a detailed plan of
campaign for 2020. Over the next few weeks we
plan to conduct a comprehensive visual and
physical survey of all the bat boxes located
around the Reserve. They will all be mapped and
their locations recorded; currently we are not
licensed to be able to open up boxes and disturb
any hibernating bats but we’re intending to
secure the services of some people who can help
with this.
As a group we shall conduct monthly surveys
from April to October during 2020. These
surveys will cover the whole of the Reserve and
importantly identify the type of habitat. In time
we’re aiming to be allowed to trap (and identify
for certain) bats on the Reserve and clear up any
potential misidentification made solely on
frequency range as there can be crossover
frequencies across various species. We’re pretty
convinced that there are healthy populations of
several types of bat on the Reserve and our aim
is to produce a fully comprehensive species
report by the end of 2020.

Pipistrelle in flight

Bats are fascinating and engaging animals and
well worthy of our efforts to get more
knowledge about them; so if your appetite is
whetted and you’d like to get involved in our
FPPNR bat group please come along to the first
survey evening on 24th April or email either
Mike Thomas on mikes.t@hotmail.com or me
(Chris Ellson) on chrise57@btinternet.com.
Daubenton’s hunting over water

By Chris Ellson

This begged the question “what else do we have
around the site”? A follow up survey was carried
out on August 19th and this time we walked
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MAMMALS
2019

John Green, Mammal Recorder
Mammal records were very sparse this year, partly
because of the loss of our mammal recorder, John
Green, who passed away in 2019.
We all miss him very much and I personally wish I
had spent more time with him than I did.

Otter
Lutra lutra
Sightings were spread throughout the year.
Mostly these involved single animals but two were
seen together in April, June and July. More
significantly, in June and July there were sightings
of 4 otters together on the Heronry Lakes.
Other Locations included Island Pit, Pumphouse
Pit, Washout Pit and Rudd Pit.
An otter on Heronry North has been seen climbing
onto the tern rafts, perhaps indicating that otters
may have caused the terns to abandon their nests,
although a summer storm with prolonged heavy
rain may also have been implicated.

Badger
Meles meles
Despite signs like latrines, tracks and excavations
being found all over the Reserve, the only report
we have is of one at sunset by Pumphouse Pit in
May. It is quite impressive that large nocturnal
animals can be so ubiquitous and yet go largely
unnoticed.

Mink

Fox

Mustela vison
David Wilson saw one in January at the River
Viewpoint and Peter Carriuc photographed
another one at the same place during October.
One more was seen at Pumphouse Pit in October.

Stoat

Vulpes vulpes
In contrast to badgers, foxes are rarely seen these
days on the Reserve. Jim Stevenson found one in
such bad condition that it had to be destroyed in
October. We have two other sightings in March
and May.

Mustela erinea
No sightings reported.

Domestic cat
Felis catus
Cats are a problem on any nature reserve, and
Paxton Pits is no exception. They are frequently
seen around the village and in the Visitor Centre
garden. Planning for the future, we should object
to any bid to build more houses close to the
Reserve.

Weasel
Mustela nivalis
There were three reported sightings including one
photographed by Mark Hill of a weasel on the
footbridge near the new quarry workings.
There was a further sighting on the Ouse Valley
Way of an adult carrying a juvenile on 21st May and
David McArthur saw a weasel near the Visitor
Centre on 4th September.

Brown rat
Rattus norvegicus
Bird feeders are a magnet to squirrels and rats.
That is the reason why we restrict feeders to the
Visitor Centre and the Hayden Hide.
Unsurprisingly, these two locations are the only
places that rats are seen regularly.
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Mice, voles and shrews

Brown hare

It seems it was a good year for small rodents as
birds of prey and owls had a good breeding year.
However sightings were limited with one record of
a field vole seen in September during a Sunday
working party.
Owl pellets provide an interesting way to find out
which small mammals are on the Reserve. In 2020
we should make a study of barn owl pellets
gathered from the Reserve.

Lepus capensis
Most years hares were seen around Diddington
but none were reported in 2019.

Rabbit
Oryctolagus cuniculus
Numbers remained extremely low in 2019,
resulting in the prolific growth of grasses and
herbs in areas that were previously grazed to the
ground. The maximum seen together was 6 in the
meadow on January 17th. Rabbit Haemorrhaging
Virus is thought to be the cause of the decline,
which, besides affecting vegetation may also be
reflected in declining predator numbers in the
future.

Grey Squirrel
Sciurus carolinensis

By Jim Stevenson

Squirrels have increased as woodland has spread
on the Reserve, especially where there are bird
feeders. We occasionally see melanistic (black)
squirrels. There was one at the Visitor Centre in
July.

Hedgehog
Erinaceus europaeus
Just one hedgehog was found on the Reserve. It
was dead and had been turned inside out by a
badger.
Hedgehogs still survive in Little Paxton village with
one seen in a garden on 31st March.

Muntjac deer
Muntiacus reevesi
The only deer recorded were muntjac, which are
seen (but seldom reported) every day. There was
one report of four adults and one juvenile seen in
the field east of Island Pit. There were no other
deer species seen, however, roe and fallow deer
are increasing in the county and should be looked
out for in future years.
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MOTHS
2019

Paxton Pits Moth Trapping Event 2019
On 20th July a moth trapping session arranged by
Barry Dickerson was held for the volunteers in the
area known as the Basin. As in 2018 very few
volunteers attended the event, however the moth
trapping was very successful with 73 species arriving
at the mercury vapour light and sheet although the
temperature dropped to 10°c and there was a
noticeable breeze most of the evening, which often
deters the moths from flying.
There are 661 species of moths recorded in the
Huntingdonshire, vice-county 31, database for Little
Paxton Pits most of which were recorded between
the late 1980s and the early 2000s. Since then only
occasional moth trapping events have taken place.
Although this is a reasonable total for the site, there
is always the chance that further species could be
added to the list and this proved so during this
evening with two new species being attracted to the
light: satyr pug (Eupithecia satyrata) and lesser
common rustic (Mesapamea secalis). Both species
are reasonably common throughout the county, so
are not unexpected. A tree-lichen beauty (Cryphia
algae) was also recorded, which was a new site
record at the volunteer’s moth trapping event of
2018.
The tree-lichen beauty was a migrant species until
recently. It is believed to have become established in

been recorded on twenty-three sites throughout the
county. Later in the evening the impressive elephant
hawkmoth (Deilephilia elpenor) started to appear
with a number attracted to the light.
By Barry Dickerson

Raspberry clearwing moth
In late July James Hanlon set up a lure on the
windward side of Little Paxton allotments attempting
to attract a raspberry clearwing moth (Pennisetia
hylaeformis). The plume was carried across the
allotment and within 15 minutes a raspberry
clearwing moth had been caught. This was the
second county record for Huntingdonshire. The first
was caught in Barry Dickenson’s garden on 26th July
2016 but he has never been able to find one since or
at any other site in the county. On the strength of this
find Barry went to the Gransden allotments and had
two arrive at his pheromone within two minutes.

southern Britain during the past decade and has
since become a regular visitor to the moth light; the
first Huntingdonshire record was in Earith on 23rd
August 2009. It is now recorded annually and has
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Moths recorded on 20th July 2019 at Little Paxton Pits, TL20026313 - Barry Dickerson
Taxon

Vernacular

Taxon

Vernacular

Yponomeuta evonymella

Bird-cherry Ermine

Chiasmia clathrata

Latticed Heath

Yponomeuta malinellus

Apple Ermine

Opisthograptis luteolata

Brimstone Moth

Yponomeuta rorrella

Willow Ermine

Apeira syringaria

Lilac Beauty

Batia unitella

Ennomos alniaria

Canary-shouldered Thorn

Agapeta hamana

Biston betularia

Peppered Moth

Archips podana

Large Fruit-tree Tortrix

Cabera pusaria

Common White Wave

Clepsis spectrana

Cyclamen Tortrix

Deilephila elpenor

Elephant Hawk-moth

Ditula angustiorana

Red-barred Tortrix

Furcula furcula

Sallow Kitten

Ditula angustiorana

Red-barred Tortrix

Pheosia tremula

Swallow Prominent

Cnephasia asseclana

Flax Tortrix

Pterostoma palpina

Pale Prominent

Euproctis chrysorrhoea

Brown-tail

Euproctis similis

Yellow-tail

Ancylis achatana

Leucoma salicis

White Satin

Cydia splendana

Lymantria monacha

Black Arches

Thumatha senex

Round-winged Muslin

Eilema griseola

Dingy Footman

Eilema complana

Scarce Footman

Scoparia basistrigalis

Phragmatobia fuliginosa

Ruby Tiger

Dipleurina lacustrata

Noctua pronuba

Large Yellow Underwing

Noctua comes

Lesser Yellow Underwing

Noctua fimbriata

Cnephasia genitalana
Hedya nubiferana

Chrysoteuchia culmella

Marbled Orchard Tortrix

Garden Grass-veneer

Catoptria pinella
Acentria ephemerella

Parapoynx stratiotata

Water Veneer

Ringed China-mark

Pyrausta purpuralis

Myelois circumvoluta

Thistle Ermine

Xestia triangulum

Broad-bordered Yellow
Underwing
Setaceous Hebrew
Character
Double Square-spot

Euthrix potatoria

Drinker

Mythimna ferrago

Clay

Thyatira batis

Peach Blossom

Mythimna impura

Smoky Wainscot

Idaea rusticata

Least Carpet

Acronicta megacephala

Poplar Grey

Idaea fuscovenosa

Dwarf Cream Wave

Craniophora ligustri

Coronet

Idaea aversata

Riband Wave

Cryphia algae

Tree-lichen Beauty

Xanthorhoe quadrifasiata

Large Twin-spot Carpet

Cosmia trapezina

Dun-bar

Scotopteryx chenopodiata

Shaded Broad-bar

Cosmia pyralina

Lunar-spotted Pinion

Camptogramma bilineata

Yellow Shell

Apamea monoglypha

Dark Arches

Hydriomena furcata

July Highflyer

Mesapamea secalis

Common Rustic

Philereme transversata

Dark Umber

Mesapamea didyma

Lesser Common Rustic

Eupithecia satyrata

Satyr Pug

Chortodes fluxa

Mere Wainscot

Eupithecia absinthiata

Wormwood Pug

Hoplodrina alsines

Uncertain

Lomaspilis marginata

Clouded Border

Hoplodrina blanda

Rustic

Pleuroptya ruralis

Mother of Pearl

Xestia c-nigrum

Endotricha flammealis
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BUTTERFLIES
2019
This report is based only on data collected by our
two FPPNR survey groups in 2019. We also
receive many informal reports from visitors but
these are not included here.

Fourteen species were recorded, down from 17
in 2018. Notable changes in distribution
included drops in the number of orange-tip,
brimstone and speckled wood, and increases in
red admiral. However, these might be explained
in part by the lack of data from the spring and
early summer.

In 2018 we re-introduced a transect survey,
following a fixed route through the Reserve,
which covers a wide range of habitats, counting
butterflies seen within 5m of the path. We
repeated this in 2019, though over a revised,
shorter route. Unfortunately, due to bad
weather and a shortage of volunteers, we were
able to carry out only four surveys. Two of these,
on the 2nd of July and the 14th of September,
accounted for over 90% of the data, which is
shown in the table below.
Butterfly
Total seen
Essex skipper
0
Small skipper
0
Large skipper
2
Clouded yellow
0
Wood white
0
Orange-tip
0
Brimstone
2
Large white
3
Small white
39
Green-veined white
2
Brown argus
0
Small copper
0
Common blue
0
Holly blue
1
Speckled wood
6
Wall
0
Marbled white
0
Gatekeeper
5
Meadow brown
27
Red admiral
18
Painted lady
0
Small tortoiseshell
1
Peacock
0
Comma
5
Ringlet
13
Small heath
1
Large heath
0
Silver-washed fritillary
0

Small skipper - Thymelicus sylvestris

Our second source of data is the Wildlife Survey
Group, which carries out general wildlife surveys
between late March and September. These are
informal surveys, recording only the presence of
species with no attempt to record numbers.
Each survey is carried out in a different location
within the Reserve. The butterflies recorded are
shown below. The species highlighted are
additional to those recorded in the transects,
bringing the total to 21. For 2020, we are
planning to carry out six transect surveys
between April and September. In order to
mitigate the effects of bad weather, and thus
increase the reliability of our data, we are aiming
to stick more closely to the Butterfly Monitoring
Scheme methodology. This will mean surveying
only when the weather meets the correct
criteria (basically quite warm and sunny!). This
might mean being more flexible about dates and
times if necessary. We would very much
welcome more volunteers; you do not need to
be an expert, just keen to help and learn.
Provisional dates are in the FPPNR Survey
Calendar, on our website.
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Date
30/3

Location
Heron Trail

27/4

Moorings Meadow

14/5

Visitor Centre and
Lower Meadows

15/6

Pumphouse Meadow
(a new location in the
reserve extension)
East Cloudy Scrub

sunny spells, 15-18°

Cloudy Lake South/
Beach

sunny spells, 14-16°

13/8

7/9

Weather
warm and sunny,
up to 15°
very windy and
cool, 11°
warm and sunny, up
to 16°

sunny, 15-18°

Most other sightings go unrecorded with few
butterfly records in the Visitor Log Book. There
were other records not recorded during the
surveys including common blue, orange-tip,
painted lady, peacock, silver-washed fritillary
(seen in East Scrub on 10th July) and small
copper. There was a noticeable influx of painted
ladies into Britain in 2019 with regular sightings
throughout the Reserve.

Butterfly species recorded
Brimstone, peacock, comma
None
Peacock, small copper, speckled wood,
orange tip, small white, green-veined white,
brimstone, holly blue
Large skipper, small skipper, meadow
brown, common blue, painted lady
Comma, meadow brown, common blue,
gatekeeper, brown argus, painted lady,
large white, peacock, red admiral, ringlet
Small white, large white, speckled wood,
green-veined white, comma

Painted lady – Vanessa cardui

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES
2019
As for butterflies, this report is based on our
transect and Wildlife Survey Group surveys (we
record dragonflies, damselflies and butterflies
simultaneously in the same transects).
Dragonfly/Damselfly
Banded demoiselle damselfly
Common emerald damselfly
Willow emerald damselfly
White-legged damselfly
Large red damselfly
Azure blue damselfly
Variable damselfly
Common blue damselfly
Blue-tailed damselfly
Red-eyed damselfly

Seventeen species were recorded in the
transects, as shown in the table below.

Total seen
23
0
6
0
0
20
14
169
29
11

Scarce Chaser - Libellula fulva, male
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Small red-eyed damselfly
Hairy dragonfly
Common hawker dragonfly
Migrant hawker dragonfly
Southern hawker dragonfly
Brown hawker dragonfly
Norfolk/Green-eyed hawker
Emperor dragonfly
Lesser emperor dragonfly
Scarce chaser dragonfly
Four-spot chaser dragonfly
Broad-bodied chaser dragonfly
Black-tailed Skimmer
Common darter dragonfly
Ruddy darter dragonfly
Red-veined darter dragonfly

0
0
0
117
1
7
15
9
0
32
11
1
2
75
0
0

Blue-tailed Damselfly - Ischnura elegans

Observations by the Wildlife Survey Group are
shown below. Once again, highlighted species were
additional to those observed in the transect surveys,
bringing the total to twenty.
It is notable that there were numerous further
sightings of the willow emerald damselfly, first seen
on the Reserve in 2018.
Variable Damselfly - Coenagrion pulchellum

Date

Location

Weather

Dragonfly and Damselfly species recorded

30/3

Heron Trail

None

27/4

Moorings Meadow

14/5

Visitor Centre and Lower
Meadows

warm and sunny, up
to 15°
very windy and cool,
11°
warm and sunny, up
to 16°

15/6

Pumphouse Meadow (a
new location in the
reserve extension)
East Cloudy Scrub

sunny spells, 15-18°

Cloudy Lake South/
Beach

sunny spells, 14-16°

13/8

7/9

sunny, 15-18°
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None
Brown hawker, Common blue damselfly, variable
damselfly, azure damselfly, blue tailed damselfly,
large red damselfly, Scarce Chaser
Azure damselfly, blue-tailed damselfly, common
blue damselfly, banded demoiselle, red-eyed
damselfly, emperor dragonfly, Brown hawker
Brown hawker, migrant hawker, common darter,
ruddy darter, blue-tailed damselfly, common blue
damselfly, small red-eyed damselfly
Willow emerald damselfly, common darter, brown
hawker, migrant hawker, southern hawker, ruddy
darter

OTHER INSECTS
2019
Here is a summary and some highlights from the
Wildlife Survey Group in 2019.

Beetles: 13 species including three longhorns:
fairy-ring longhorn beetle, Pseudovadonia livida;
golden-bloomed grey longhorn beetle
,
Agapanthia villosoviridescens; black and yellow
longhorn beetle, Rutpela maculata

30/3 Heron Trail (warm and sunny: up to 15°)
The unusually warm weather resulted in more
insect sightings than usual for the first survey of
the year.
Highlights included:
Three ladybird species: Subcoccinella 24punctata;
Tytthaspis
sedecimpunctata;
Coccinella septempunctata
Three bumble bee species: Bombus terrestris;
Bombus lapidarius; Bombus lucorum
Bee-fly (a parasite of mining bees): Bombylius
major
27/4 Moorings Meadow (windy and cool, 11°)
Unsurprisingly, very few insects were recorded.

Golden-bloomed Grey Longhorn

14/5 Visitor Centre and Lower Meadows
(warm and sunny, up to 16°)
32 species were recorded (excluding butterflies,
dragonflies and damselflies)
Beetles: Pyrochroa serraticornis; Oulema
obscura; Malachius bipustulatus; Coccinella
septempunctata;
Psyllobora
22-punctata;
Harmonia axyridis
Flies: 13 spp. including six hoverflies and the bee
parasite, Myopa testacea
Hymenoptera: mason bee, Osmia bicornis;
Lasioglossum sp.; Nomada sp.; hornet, Vespa
crabro; sawfly, Tenthredo temula

13/8 East Cloudy Scrub (sunny, 15-18°)
Spiders: long-jawed spider, Tetragnatha;
tubeweb spider, Agelena labyrinthica; wolf
spider, Pardosa nigriceps; crab spider,
Philodromus cespitum; crab spider, Philodromus
dispar; orbweb spider, Larinioides cornutus
Sawflies: Arge sp.; Macrophya montana; Athalia
rosae; Tenthredo atra
Wasps: Chrysis sp; potter wasp, Odynerus;
Trypoxylon sp.; digger wasp, Ectemmius sp.;
sand wasp, Cerceris sp.

15/6 Pumphouse Meadow
(sunny spells, 15-18°)
Moths: dark strawberry tortrix, Celypha
Lacunana; mint moth, Pyrausta aurata; yellow
shell, Camptogramma bilineata; ghost moth,
Hepialus humuli; plume moths, various spp.;
grass veneer, Chrysoleuchia culmella; cinnabar
moth, Tyria jacobaeae

7/9 Cloudy Lake South (sunny spells, 14-16°)
Orthoptera:
5
species:
lesser
marsh
grasshopper, Chorthippus albomarginatus;
common green grasshopper, Omocestus
viridulus; Roesel’s bush cricket, Metrioptera
roeselii; mottled grasshopper, Myrmeleotettix
maculatus; common field grasshopper,
Chorthippus brunneus

Orthoptera:
lesser
marsh
grasshopper,
Chorthippus albomarginatus; common green
grasshopper, Omocestus viridulus; Roesel’s bush
cricket, Metrioptera roeselii

Hymenoptera: 18 spp.
Diptera: 14 spp.
Beetles: 13 spp.
Spiders: 6 spp.
Invertebrates by Ian Crosby
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FUNGI
2019

The fungi list below comes from September,
October and November surveys arranged by
FPPNR and the Hunts Fauna and Flora Society.
The number of fungi reported in 2019 was 86
species, higher than the 75 species in 2018.
Common Name

Scientific Name

Wrinkled fieldcap
Purple jellydisc
Yellow fieldcap
Netted crust

Agrocybe rivulosa
Ascocoryne sarcoides
Bolbitius titubans var. titubans
Byssomerulius corium
Calocera cornea
Chlorociboria aeruginascens
Chondostereum purpurea
Chondrostereum purpureum
Clitocybe dicolor
Clitocybe geotropa
Clitocybe phyllophila
Collybia butyracea
Collybia cookie
Collybia erythropus
Coprinellus micaceus
Coprinus micaceus
Coprinus plicatilis
Crepidotus cesatii

Green elfcup
Silverleaf fungus
Trooping funnel
Frosty funnel

Glistening inkcap

Roundspored
oysterling
Peeling oysterling
Common jellyspot
Blushing bracket
Willow mildew
Oak mildew
Umbellifer mildew
Crystal brain
White brain
Beefsteak fungus
Flowers of Tan
Funeral bell
Southern bracket
Collared earthstar
Dwarf Poisonpie

Deadly Dapperling
Wood blewit
Field blewit
Nettle rash

Pestle puffball
Stump puffball

Angel's bonnet
Common bonnet

Bark bonnet
Snapping bonnet
Coral spot

Shaggy scalycap
Blackfoot polypore
Pale brittlestem
Hairy oysterling
Sycamore tar-spot
Purple brittlegill
Ochre brittlegill

Crepidotus mollis
Crepidotus mollis
Dacrymyces stillatus
Daedaleopsis confragosa
Entoloma hirtipes
Erysiphe adunca var. adunca
Erysiphe alphitoides
Erysiphe heraclei
Exidia nucleata
Exidia thuretiana
Exidia thuretiania
Fistulina hepatica
Fuligo septica var. septica
Galerina marginata
Ganoderma australe
Geastrum triplex
Gloeophyllum trabeum
Hebeloma pusillum
Hemimycena cucullata
Hygrocybe virginea
Hypholoma fasciculare
Lacrymaria velutina
Lactarius vellereus
Lepiota brunneoincarnata
Lepiota cristata
Lepista nuda
Lepista saeva
Lepista sordida
Leptosphaeria acuta

Hairy curtain crust
Bleeding broadleaf
crust
Turkeytail

Scurfy twiglet

Candlesnuff fungus
Dead Moll's fingers

Lycoperdon excipuliforme
Lycoperdon pyriforme
Lyophyllum decastes
Melampsora allii-populina
Mycena arcangeliana
Mycena galericulata
Mycena galopus
Mycena hiemalis
Mycena speirea
Mycena vitalis
Mycena vitilis
Nectria cinnabarina
Omphalina obscurata
Otidea alutacea
Oudemansiella radicata
Paxillus involutus
Pholiota gummosa
Pholiota squarrosa
Pluteus cervinus
Polyporus leptocephalus
Psathyrella candolleana
Psilachnum chrysostigmum
Resupinatus trichotis
Rhytisma acerinum
Russula atropurpurea
Russula ochroleuca
Schizopora paradoxa
Stereum gausapatum
Stereum hirsutum
Stereum rugosum
Stropharia caerulea
Trametes versicolor
Tricholoma scalptuatum
Tricholoma terreum
Tubaria furfuracea
Tulostoma brumale
Volvariella speciosa
Xylaria hypoxylon
Xylaria longipes

By Peter Walker
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A second short survey in December reported:
Taxon Group: fungus
Aricularia spp
Auricularia mensenterica
Bulgaria inquinans
Chondrostereum purpureum
Fomes fomentrius
Ganoderma applanatum
Stereum hirsuitum
Trametes versicolor
Xylaria hypoxien. (Robin and Rowan)

Other Fungi Surveys
The result of this month's fungus foray was a bit
sparse due to a prolonged dry period. The
following fungi were found including the deadly
dapperling (see photo) near the moorings. This
is the second most poisonous fungus in the UK
and looks remarkably like the edible shaggy
parasol mushroom.
Taxon Group: fungus
(Recorded by Richard Shotbolt.
Agrocybe rivulosa (Wrinkled fieldcap)
Erysiphe alphitoides (Oak mildew)
Erysiphe heraclei (Umbellifer mildew)
Ganoderma australe (Southern bracket)
Lepiota brunneoincarnata (Deadly dapperling)
Polyporus leptocephalus [as Polyporus varius
f.nummularius] (Blackfoot polypore)
Stereum hirsutum (Hairy curtain crust)
Trametes versicolor (Turkeytail)
Taxon Group: myxomycete
Fuligo septica var. septica (Flowers of Tan)

By Jim Stevenson
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