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Managing
our reedbeds
Volunteering:
we need you!
Restoring Diddington Pit

FPPNR FORUM – News and updates

Autumn events update
As autumn merges into winter,
bringing misty mornings,
overcast skies and the clocks'
retreat, everywhere just seems
a little “grey”.
However, romance is in the
air, with amazing colours and
movement to be found. Paxton
Pits Nature Reserve is the place
to visit to see some of them.
Ducks arrive from the
increasingly cold north to
spend the winter in the UK
with good numbers choosing
the Reserve, especially the
Heronry South Lake. The
male ducks quickly upgrade
their plumage to the most
magnificent array of colours.
The next task is to quickly begin
their courtship of the females.
Next spring ‘our’ ducks
return to their northern
territories, with their partners,
to begin breeding. After a few
hectic weeks new life emerges,
shortly to travel south, and
that completes the cycle. The
natural world is a wonderful
thing to witness.
The Friends of Paxton Pits
Nature Reserve arrange regular
nature walks – on the third
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Frustrating fungi

HARE'S EAR (OTIDEA ONOTICA) BY ANN THOMAS

Reasons to be cheerful

Our planned late evening moth
trapping event sadly had to be
cancelled due to strong winds
and rain – after all, who wants
a soggy bottom from sitting
on a groundsheet at midnight
when no moth is even in the
vicinity of the Reserve?
However, support for
our other events has been
good. In September ‘Nature’s
Year' with Ann Miles, an
accomplished and nationally
renowned photographer, took
us through the year on our
Reserve month by month. She
showed us amazing close-ups
of insects, birds and flowers as
well as photographs showing
her own artistic approach to
our wonderful Reserve and
the unusual behaviour of
some of our insect life. Ann
also offered some advice for
capturing these events – not
for the faint-hearted, though,
as on occasion she was up to
her waist in a pond to get the
perfect shot!
In October we had our
‘Orchids’ event. An amazing 48
ventured out on a dark night
to hear Graham Bellamy talk
about his passion for orchids.
Most of his monitoring is done
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in Bedfordshire but he did
talk about the orchids found
on our Reserve (bee orchid,
pyramidal orchid and common
spotted orchid) and those
found in East Anglia.
2020 is the 25th
Anniversary of The Friends of
Paxton Pits and we start with
a Tick ‘n’ Twitch walk on New
Year’s Day at 10.30am (see
p8). Details of other events
will be available in our new
programme shortly. We look
forward to seeing you.
MB

Thursday of every month
10.30am at the Visitor Centre
– with a walk guide, who will
be pleased to share their
knowledge of this wonderful
time of year with you. 
MR

The Friends of
Paxton Pits
newsletter
Welcome to the
winter edition of
Between Friends.
In this issue, you’ll
find updates about
events, the restoration
of Diddington Pit and
work to look after our
reedbeds. We’re also
looking for friendly
people to help us run
the Visitor Centre.
Could it be you?
We sincerely hope
you enjoy reading
about your local nature
reserve, supported by
you. We’re so grateful
for your support.
If you have
any comments
or feedback,
please email us at
friendsofpaxtonpits
@hotmail.com

FPPNR FORUM – News and updates

Fungi are an important part
of our wildlife on the Reserve
but we only become aware of
them when the fruiting bodies
make an appearance. This
normally happens after a spell
of wet weather, so this year
has been quite interesting. We
had a survey in September
after a period of dry weather
and only 9 types of fungi
were found after quite a bit of
walking around the site! Then
at the end of October after
a wet spell we ran another
survey and found 41 types of
fungi and we barely walked
250 yards! As I type this article

in early/mid- November after
some really heavy rain, there
is another survey going on and
the team have been out for
hours and are getting excited
because an unusual Deceiver
has been found. Over the
years more than 370 types of
fungi have been found on the
Reserve, so it always surprises
me when something new
turns up. 
MT

New touchscreen till
for the Visitor Centre

There are very few
establishments these days
that do not accept credit
or debit cards as payment
for services or goods. At
the moment, the Friends of
Paxton Pits Visitor Centre is
one of them.
The lack of a card reader
has become very apparent
when visitors to the Centre
are unable to buy drinks or
gifts simply because they do

Kingfisher Lottery
Club Results

Run for the benefit of its
members and the Reserve,
the Lottery Club is a proud
donor to various projects
around Paxton Pits Nature
Reserve.
Join the Lottery Club and
be in with a chance of
winning prize money from
the regular draw. Fill in
a form from the Visitor

not carry cash and therefore
we miss out on a sale. But not
for much longer…..
We are delighted that
the Trustees have agreed
in principle to invest in a
new touchscreen till with
integrated card reader and
omni-directional bar code
scanner for 2020.
The advantages of the new
till are first and foremost
that it will accept credit and
debit cards as payment. We
will no longer be turning
customers away, meaning we
can increase and prevent loss
of sales. Secondly, it will be
easier for existing and new
Visitor Centre Volunteers to
use and understand, making
it a less stressful and a more
pleasurable experience when
serving visitors.
This is an exciting
development for the Reserve.
Look out for an update in the
next newsletter. 
JM
Centre or downloaded
from our website to join.
www.paxton-pits.org.uk
Congratulations to the
September winners.

September 2019 Results
£100
£50
£50
£25
£25
£250

HENDERSON
RUNCHMAN
HAYNES
SUTCLIFFE
SMITH
TOTAL

170
10
225
70
278
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CHAIRMAN’S VIEW

The new Thursday work
party hard at work

T

By Trevor Coughlan

Hayling reedbed

T

he 2019/20 season of Sunday and
Thursday work parties organised
by the Friends commenced in mid
September. We have now started
the long term project of improving
the habitat in East Scrub which was
mentioned in the last issue of Between
Friends. We have also worked on the
eastern banks of Washout and Island
Pits, clearing the survey viewpoints
used by the WeBS team and the
locations for new benches to be installed
by Aggregate Industries as part of
the restoration plan for the Reserve
extension.
As members may be aware, the
restoration plan for the extension
includes the creation of a new reedbed
north of Rory’s Wood. However, as
this will be one of the last projects to be
undertaken and will not be completed
for some years, it is important we
maintain our existing reedbeds by
endeavouring to keep the willow under
control to prevent it taking over the
reedbeds. We have therefore undertaken
willow removal in the Hayling reedbed
and shall undertake further work in this
area later in the programme.

In October some Sunday and
Thursday volunteers joined one of the
Tuesday work parties organised by
Ranger Matt to clear vegetation on the
island in Diddington Pit. As the water
level in the pit was low, it was possible
to paddle across to the island so Matt
did not have to launch the boat. This
work party and a subsequent Tuesday
work party cleared approximately
half the island, the other half will be
cleared next year as part of the Reserve’s
Management Plan.

O

ur work parties often take place
in areas which are not open to
visitors so if you would like to have
the opportunity to visit parts of the
Reserve and the extension which are
not normally accessible, you are over 18
years old and would like some outdoor
exercise, please feel free to join us. You
don’t have to commit to join a certain
number of work parties during the
season and can just come along on fine
days if you wish to avoid getting wet.
For further information please email
trevcoughlan@hotmail.co.uk.
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HAYLING REEDBED BY JIM STEVENSON
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the wildlife potential of the
Reserve, and retain our
position as the top visitor
attraction in St Neots.
Climate change is a global
event that affects us all. This
is particularly affecting water
levels on the Reserve and the
habitats that rely on water to
survive. It’s hard to believe that
only a few years ago we were
furiously digging a huge, by our
standards, drainage channel
at the top end of the quarry to
relieve the water level pressure
in the pits which, if left high,
would do permanent damage to
the banks. This followed three
winters of heavy rain. Now we
are looking at very low water
levels and have islands we previously
didn’t know existed! Many of our low
water level ephemeral pond habitats
such as The Gully, are now dry with
the subsequent loss of habitat to the
invertebrates.
On a more personal level, hardly
anyone carries cash with them these
days and if they do it is often in the
form of a £20 note. This means we
lose business, and potential regular
visitors, in the Visitor Centre because
we don’t take cards, or our cash float
simply can’t supply the change. That is
why we are now looking towards a new
till with a card reader. So, I can dream
on about an easy life as Chairman,
but really I’m happy to see ongoing
changes that improve our wildlife
value and increase the number of
visitors to the Reserve.

WORK PARTIES 
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he Friends have been going
through regular changes this year,
some of which you will read about
in this newsletter. We have a new
newsletter format which has been well
received and a new website that has
been equally well received. On the
conservation side of things, we now run
a monthly Thursday work party, which
has taken off well, and have started a
new bat survey team, which has been
affected by difficult survey weather
but is looking forward to kicking off
again next spring. Running along in
the background is the extension of the
Nature Reserve into the quarry and the
potential of HDC investing in the site.
Sometimes, OK quite often, as
Chairman I think we could do with a
period of calm but the reality is that
the world is changing quickly and we
need to keep up so we can maximise

By Mike Thomas

VISITOR CENTRE – Open All Hours?

By Robyn Staddon

DIDDINGTON PIT – Restoration

By Mark Hill

P

eople visit Paxton Pits from all
over the UK, sometimes even from
abroad. This in itself truly exhibits the
value of the support given by yourselves
and the work put in by our amazing
volunteers. Without this support, the
site would not be able to function as it
does and visitors would certainly not
have the same experience.
One of the reasons people come to
the Reserve is the Visitor Centre. It is
enjoyed by people who are going for
a walk around the Reserve or simply
by those who want a place to meet up
and have a natter. The Visitor Centre
is staffed by a wonderful group of
volunteers who give up their free time to
make sure all those who visit Paxton Pits
are welcomed and refreshed.
In recent times we have unfortunately
had to close the centre more often due to
lack of availability of our volunteers. We
are always disappointed to have to do
this and we are doing everything we can
to recruit more volunteers to help keep
the Visitor Centre open. For the centre
to stay open seven days each week, we
have to fill 28 volunteering slots of four
hours each. This means in a month, on
average, we have 120 slots to fill! To
enable us to keep open as much as we
would like, we need a large volunteer
team. Interested? Please read on.
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Diddington Pit before...

D

We need you!

If becoming a Visitor Centre
Volunteer sounds like something
you are interested in, or if you have
any questions, please get in touch
with HDC’s Volunteer Co-Ordinator,
Robyn Staddon, on 07704 019620
or by email at Robyn.Staddon@
huntingdonshire.gov.uk.

iddington Pit is at the north end of
the Reserve just east of Diddington
Village. Though this area is currently
not open to the public, the time is
coming when it will be possible for
everyone to enjoy this new habitat.
To facilitate this, the area has firstly
to be made safe for you, and systems
must be in place to protect and sustain
the wildlife. This year Huntingdonshire
District Council (HDC) and the
Rangers, Friends of Paxton Pits,
Thornhill Estates and Aggregate
Industries (AI) have been working hard
to make all this come together.
Firstly, we marked out the new
footpath route, which runs from the
village and then turns along the west
side of the pit, which when finished will
link into the main north/south pathway.
Secondly, was to line the whole route
with various hedging plants, this will
provide extra habitat for wildlife and
shelter the path. Looking at this recently

...and after pathway work

I would say nearly all the saplings have
taken and are growing nicely.
Next, fencing was put in place on
both sides of the path, followed by
the first layer of substrate, which is in
progress as I write this.
A large island sits to the east of
the pit. This I am told was built and
designed with wildlife in mind. It has
four fingers of land which allows water
to flow between them – this provides
great shelter and habitat for not only
birds but all kinds of other wildlife.
There is still much work to be done
before access can be granted to this part
of the Reserve. We are going to build
a new bird hide, which will give great
views into the island’s four fingers and
with hopefully oodles of birds. Also,
there will be additional viewing areas
with screens and seating. Much of this
work is done by the volunteers, and we
couldn’t do it without them. See Trevor’s
work party article on p5 for an update.
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eople volunteer for many reasons:
giving something back to the
community, meeting new people or as a
way of spending their free time. Fiona,
who has been volunteering in the Visitor
Centre for two years, began regularly

walking around the Reserve and was so
pleased to find that the people behind
the counter were “So friendly when
coming in from [her] walk”, that she
decided to become one herself. Fiona
believes we are “very lucky to have the
Reserve and the Visitor Centre”. Both
of these would not be the same without
the dedication and support from all our
volunteers. Volunteering is a genuinely
wonderful thing to do and the great
team here at Paxton Pits welcome new
volunteers with open arms!
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P

Could you help at
the Visitor Centre?

WHAT’S ON – Winter 2019/2020 Events Highlights
New Year’s Day 2020 • 10.30am

Celebrate the 25th Anniversary
of the Friends of Paxton Pits
Tick ‘n’ Twitch with local guides

How many kinds of bird can you see,
20 or 30? We are aiming for 50!
Pay 10p for each bird species seen

Wednesday 12th February • 7.30pm
Members-only event

A Fish and Chip Supper

Including hot or cold drinks, cake, a quiz,
raffle and entertainment.
Tickets £8 per person
Available at the Visitor Centre from 1st
Jan-3rd Feb. Just 60 Tickets available.
Tickets cannot be reserved but once
payment is received they may be held
for collection later.

Wednesday 4th March • 2:30pm

The Insects of Paxton Pits

an illustrated talk by Keith Porter

Keith is an entomologist who has
recently retired from Natural England.
His interest in insects led to a doctorate,
post-doctoral studies and then 32 years
in nature conservation. He will talk
about the last 25 years of recording
insects on the Reserve, and explore
which habitats are most important.
£2.50 each, pay at the door
Events are held or begin at the Visitor
Centre unless otherwise specified

More events online: www.paxton-pits.org.uk/visiting-paxton-pits/events
The Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is managed by Huntingdonshire
District Council with support from the Friends of Paxton Pits
Nature Reserve.
Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a charity registered
in England & Wales, No. 1125221, and is funded entirely by
members and fundraising activities.
Thank you for your support.

www.paxton-pits.org.uk 	
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Paxton Pits Nature Reserve

NORFOLK HAWKER BY TONY SUTTON, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Don’t forget your binoculars
and your money!

