Leaving a gift in your Will
We look to the future with optimism as we wish –
most respectfully – to ask all those who support the
Reserve to think about leaving a gift in their Will to help
safeguard this special place for future generations.
Making a Will is a positive action as decisions can then
be made to ensure questions about the future are
resolved and your wishes are carried out.
Family and friends naturally spring to mind and rightly
are a first priority as beneficiaries.
There is also the opportunity to give thought to leaving
a gift to a national or local charity perhaps where there
is a personal connection.
Gifts in Wills are exempt from Inheritance Tax so the
full value of your gift will be received by your chosen
charity.

The Friends of Paxton Pits
The Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a charity
whose volunteers raise funds, run the Visitor Centre and
provide work parties to carry out wildlife conservation
and other projects on the Reserve, including:

•

Habitat management to retain the diversity of scrub
suitable for a variety of warblers and numerous
butterflies, dragonflies and other insects.

•

An accessibility ramp on the Meadow Trail, part
of the flood plain of the River Great Ouse, built to
ensure that all visitors have easy and safe access to
this beautiful part of the Reserve.

www.paxton-pits.org.uk

Thank you very much for considering leaving a gift in
your Will for the benefit of the Friends of Paxton Pits
Nature Reserve.

Legacy information

The Reserve is well known as an important site for
resident and migrant birds, for its large range of plants
and insects and for its remarkable diversity of habitats.
Take a close look and you will be amazed at what you
can see.
Who can fail to have their hearts lifted by the sound of
bird song, a swathe of wildflowers in the meadows or
the sight of butterflies and dragonflies dancing through
the air?
Your support through a legacy will allow us to support
and sustain the Reserve and help it to grow into the
future.
Mike Thomas
Chairman
Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
For more information about the Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve visit us
at: www.paxton-pits.org.uk or on Facebook: Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a charity registered in England & Wales,
No. 1125221, and is funded entirely by members and fundraising activities.

MARTIN RUNCHMAN

Co-funding the new Hayden Hide overlooking
Heronry Lake South, providing an excellent
viewpoint for adults and children alike to watch the
abundant wildfowl in complete safety.

Leaving a gift
for the future
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Your local reserve, supported by you

About the Nature Reserve

What your gift can do

Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a rich mosaic of wildlife
habitats covering 193 acres of lakes, riverside meadow,
reed bed, scrub and woodland which welcomes visitors
at all times of year.

In an ever-changing environment, with nature endlessly
adapting to those changes, it is difficult to identify
specific projects to link to a gift that will not be received
for many years.

The Reserve supports a diverse array of wildlife, including
160+ species of birds – with 60+ breeding onsite –
360+ varieties of fungi and 600+ species of moth, plus
wildflowers, butterflies, bees, dragonflies, otters
and much more.

Parking is free, and a friendly welcome is guaranteed
at the Visitor Centre which offers information,
refreshments, gifts and toilets. Run by volunteers, the
Centre is open 10am-4.30pm every day, depending on
volunteer availability.
Paxton Pits is managed by Huntingdonshire District
Council Countryside Services supported by the Friends
of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve and the local community.
Find out more at www.paxton-pits.org.uk

BIRD AND BUTTERFLY: JIM STEVENSON

Visitors can enjoy four hides and many viewpoints, with
easy access to the most popular areas for those with
disabilities. The 10km of nature trails are integrated into
a much larger network of footpaths and the Ouse Valley
Way.

Based upon the experience of the past 25 years’
management of the Reserve, however, there are certain
types of work which you can be sure any gift you leave
to the Friends will go towards supporting.

£100 could buy survey
equipment or interpretive
signs on the Reserve

Why leave a gift?
Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a delightful place to visit
to enjoy the Ouse Valley countryside and its special
wildlife. It radiates a relaxed ambience, especially if the
weather is good.
The weather is an interesting guaranteed topic of
conversation with strangers, family and friends with the
four seasons adding to the daily story.

Treasured memories that we have can be there for
future generations.
A gift for the future will help safeguard those special
places for those who follow to create their own
memories.

£1,000 could improve
700m2 of scrub habitat,
or build an information
shelter or viewing screen
£2,000 could pay for the
construction of 50m of
all-ability access footpath
Whatever the amount you are able to leave to us, you
can be sure we will use the gift wisely and recognise the
gesture that lies behind it. Thank you

NIGHTINGALE: PETER HAGGER

Sunny days bring back happy memories. Walking
through a wood or a flower meadow, picnics with pork
pies, boiled eggs and the realisation that the salad
cream was left behind at home.

£500 could help us to
plant 100m of new
wildlife hedge

