Volunteering Form

About Paxton Pits

Fill in the form below and hand it into the Visitor Centre
or return by post to: Paxton Pits Nature Reserve, High
Street, Little Paxton, St. Neots PE19 6ET. We will get
back to you soon.

Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a rich mosaic of wildlife
habitats covering 193 acres of lakes, riverside meadow,
reed bed, scrub and woodland which welcomes visitors
at all times of year.

Your name:
Address:

The Reserve supports a diverse array of wildlife, including
160+ species of birds – with 60+ breeding onsite –
360+ varieties of fungi and 600+ species of moth, plus
wildflowers, butterflies, bees, dragonflies, otters
and much more.

Postcode:
Telephone:
Email:
Your interests: ¨ Outdoor work parties			
		¨ Wildlife surveying				
		¨ Visitor centre
		¨ Shop
		¨ Events
		¨ Promotion/website
¨ Other (please specify)

Any special requirements? (i.e. access requirements,
allergies etc.)

Volunteering
Can you help?

Visitors can enjoy three hides and many viewpoints,
with easy access to the most popular areas for those
with disabilities. The 10km of nature trails are integrated
into a much larger network of footpaths and the Ouse
Valley Way.
Parking is free, and a friendly welcome is guaranteed
at the Visitor Centre which offers information,
refreshments, gifts and toilets. Run by volunteers, the
Centre is open 10am-4.30pm every day, depending on
volunteer availability.
Paxton Pits is managed by Huntingdonshire District
Council Countryside Services supported by the Friends
of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve and the local community.
Find out more at www.paxton-pits.org.uk

The Friends of Paxton Pits would like to send you further
information about the Reserve and upcoming events. If
you are happy for us to keep in touch, please let us know
how you would like to hear from us: ¨ Email ¨ Post
PRIVACY POLICY
Your details will be held by the Friends to enable the processing of
your volunteering interests. Further information on how we use
your information can be found on our website. You can change your
preferences at any time by writing to: Mr D Wilson, 8 Swallow
Court, St Neots PE19 1NP or by emailing friendsofpaxtonpits@
hotmail.com

www.paxton-pits.org.uk

Paxton Pits nature reserve is managed
by Huntingdonshire District Council
with support from the Friends
of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve.
For more info about the Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve visit us at:
www.paxton-pits.org.uk or on Facebook: Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
We need you! Paxton Pits Nature Reserve wouldn’t be able to thrive without
its team of volunteers. If you can offer your time, for practical conservation,
events, helping at the Visitor Centre, promotion or anything else, contact us
at friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com
Friends of Paxton Pits Nature Reserve is a charity registered in England & Wales,
No. 1125221, and is funded entirely by members and fundraising activities.

Registered charity: 1125221

Your local reserve, supported by you

How you can help
There are many ways in which you can get more
involved with the Friends of Paxton Pits and help with
the running of the Reserve. From physical work on the
Reserve itself to helping behind the scenes with the
admin and promotion that goes in to running events
and distributing our publications, we welcome your
involvement however much time you can give.

Visitor Centre
•
•
•
•

Be the welcoming face of the Nature Reserve
Help our visitors with information
Serve drinks, snacks and items from our shop
No experience is necessary and all training
is provided

If you would like to join this popular team and help
us to keep the visitor centre open every day, please
contact the Rangers on 01480 406795 or email
Paxton.Pits@huntingdonshire.gov.uk

•

Help behind the scenes to get word out about
the Nature Reserve and encourage more visitors

•
•

Promote membership on and off the Reserve
Join our voluntary events team

If you would like to join one or more of these teams
or have another skill that you think would help
please contact friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com

Testimonials

Practical hands-on conservation

Volunteering is a very rewarding thing to do, and is good
for your mental and physical health. Here are a few
reasons why our volunteers help out:

•

Work outdoors with likeminded people

•

Help keep the Nature Reserve in great
condition for wildlife and visitors

•

Scrub clearance, construction and more

•

No experience is necessary and all training
and equipment is provided

Huntingdonshire District Council Rangers and the
Friends of Paxton Pits run several work parties that
could always do with more pairs of hands.
Mid-week work parties with the Rangers run
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Contact 01480 406795
or email: Paxton.Pits@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
Sunday and Thursday work parties with the
Friends run over the winter.
Contact friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com

Events and promotion
There are several voluntary teams that work
together to run onsite talks and events, promote
the Friends and the Reserve and recruit
members. If you can offer organisational skills
including events liaison, IT, design, website
editing etc., please get in touch.

Helping the wildlife

Wildlife Surveys
We run many types of surveys and always
appreciate additional eyes and ears out on the
Reserve.

•

Bird surveys, including breeding bird and
wetlands bird

•

Invertebrate surveys including butterflies
and dragonflies

•

Plant and fungi surveys

•

Area-specific surveys e.g. BioBlitzes

No experience is necessary, though it is welcome.
Pease email friendsofpaxtonpits@hotmail.com

“I love helping at the Visitor Centre because it makes me
feel like I’m doing something worthwhile with my free
time, and I get to meet so many likeminded people.”
Sandra - Visitor Centre volunteer
“Getting out and about on the Reserve clearing scrub,
mowing the meadows or helping with the gorgeous
Highland cows is a great way to keep fit during the
winter months. It’s very satisfying seeing the Reserve
come to life again in the spring.”
Julia - Work party volunteer
“Promoting the Friends at events in the visitor centre
and around St Neots gives me a great chance to meet
and chat to people about this wonderful Nature
Reserve, and I love knowing that I am helping with the
long-term future of the Reserve, too.”
Trevor - Membership recruitment volunteer
“There’s nothing I love more than watching birds.
Being able to use this passion to help keep count of the
amazing array of birds that pass through Paxton Pits, or
breed here, means I get to use this passion to help the
birds, too, and ensure they keep coming year after year
for people to enjoy.”
Martin - Wildlife surveying volunteer

Whatever you can do, thank you!

